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Michael  DeSha 


According  to  the  National  Weather  Service,  this 
December  “will  be  remembered  for  its  impressive  lake- 
effect  snows  and  the  flooding  of  area  creeks  and  rivers.” 

The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  28.0°F, 
2.1  °F  below  normal,  compared  to  last  December’s  mean 
of  36.3°F,  which  was  the  8th  warmest  December  on 
record.  This  is  the  second  month  in  a  row  with  below 
average  mean  temperature.  The  warmest  day  this  month 
was  December  5th  when  the  temperature  rose  to  61  °F. 

Precipitation  for  the  month  totaled  4.93  inches  at  the 
Buffalo  airport,  1.04  inch  above  average.  Two  record 
precipitation  events  of  1.12  inches  on  the  21st  and  1.38 
inches  on  the  22nd  accounted  for  almost  half  of  the 
month’s  precipitation.  There  were  two  significant  snow 
events  from  the  10th  through  the  13th  as  a  succession  of 
cold  fronts  moved  through.  The  first  dropped  several  feet 
of  snow  south  of  Buffalo  and  Batavia.  The  second  right  on 
its  heels,  with  its  snow  band  a  little  farther  north,  dropped 
half  a  foot  of  snow  on  metro  Buffalo.  During  a  warm-up 
after  these  snow  events,  the  record  precipitation 
mentioned  above  on  top  of  the  snow  melt  caused  area 
creeks  and  rivers  to  spill  over  their  banks  and  flooding 
roadways  and  basements.  As  the  cold  returned  on  the 
24th,  Buffalo  was  treated  to  a  white  Christmas  for  the 
second  year  in  a  row.  Snowfall  for  the  month  was 
recorded  at  28.5  inches,  1.1  inches  above  average. 


There  was  not  a  lot  of  sunshine  this  month  with  only 
21%  of  possible  sunshine  being  recorded.  The 
temperature  of  Lake  Erie  at  Buffalo  dropped  from  41  °F  at 
the  start  of  the  month  to  33°F  by  December  31st. 


The  birding  story  of  the  month  has  to  be  the  irruption 
of  Snowy  Owls  into  the  lower  48  states.  What  began  as  a 
trickle  of  Snowy  Owls  in  November  became  a  cascade  of 
owls  into  our  area  in  December  and  it  was  not  limited  just 
to  Western  New  York  and  nearby  Ontario.  In  his  article  on 
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irruption  for 
Audubon 

magazine,  which  I 
highly  recommend, 
Scott  Weidensaul 
reported  that  at 
Cape  Race, 


Newfoundland,  on  December  6,  where  one  or  two  Snowy 
Owls  would  be  normal  for  this  month,  there  was  a  high 
count  of  206.  (“Have  Lemmings,  Will  Travel’’  in  Audubon, 
March-April  2014,  pg.  38.)  While  the  BOS  study  area 
could  not  compete  with  numbers  of  that  magnitude,  the 
owls  dispersed  themselves  here  in  a  remarkable  showing 
as  well.  On  the  1st,  Jim  Pawlicki  and  Andy  Guthrie  et  al. 
found  3  at  the  Lewiston  Reservoir.  Buffalo  Harbor  also 
proved  attractive.  Mike  Morgante  reported  seeing  4  there 
on  the  7th,  Jim  Landau  saw  3  on  the  8th  and  Pawlicki 
found  5  at  this  spot  on  the  25th.  The  birds  were  also  seen 


Snowy  Owl  photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  at  Upper’s  Lane  in 
Thorold,  Ontario  on  December  1st. 


inland.  Doug  Beattie 
reported  4  in  Bethany 
on  the  22nd.  Pawlicki 
found  3  in  Oakfield  on 
the  24th  and  then 
returning  there  with  a 
group  on  the  30th 
spotted  4.  There  were 
26  additional  reports 
of  1  or  2  Snowy  Owls 
throughout  the 
month.  All  in  all 
birders  had  an 
incredible  experience 
with  these  marvelous 
birds  during  the 
month  of  December. 

Of  course  there 
were  other  special 
sightings  this  month 
in  addition  to  the 
Snowy  Owls.  On 
December  10,  Bill 
Watson  found  2 
Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  at  Iroquois 
NWR.  Watson  also 
reported  31  Gadwalls 
on  the  4th  in  Niagara 
Falls,  Ontario.  A  King 
Eider  was  reported 
on  the  7st  at  Squaw 
Island  by  Coleman. 
One  was  seen  by 
Celeste  Morien  on 
the  15th  at  Fort  Erie, 
Ontario  and  at  Point 
Breeze,  Morse  and 
Callaghan  reported 
seeing  one  on  the 
23rd.  Guthrie  et  al.  saw  a  Harlequin  Duck  on  the  28th 
through  the  30th  on  Goat  Island,  possibly  the  same 
individual  seen  last  year  at  the  same  location  at  about  the 
same  time. 

Black  Vultures  appear  to  be  staying  over  again. 
Sherman  saw  one  at  Niagara  Falls  on  the  1st  and 
Carpentier  and  Guthrie  saw  3  on  the  same  date  at 
Lewiston.  Carpentier  and  Guthrie  also  saw  one  at 
Lewiston  on  the  28th  and  on  this  last  date,  the  duo 
reported  seeing  11  Turkey  Vultures. 

There  was  a  lingering  Spotted  Sandpiper  seen  and 
documented  by  video  on  the  28th  at  Niagara  Falls  by 
Rybczynski,  Thomas  and  others.  This  is  the  second 
December  record  of  Spotted  Sandpiper  in  the  BOS 
archives.  On  the  1st,  D’Anna,  Landau  and  others  refound 
the  Red  Phalarope  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  first  reported 
in  late  November. 

The  gulls  of  December  are  always  a  treat  for  those 
hardy  folk  who  regularly  make  the  trip  to  Niagara  Falls, 
Lake  Ontario  and  Dunkirk  Harbor  to  sort  through  the 
more  common  varieties  to  find  the  rarer  species.  Black¬ 
legged  Kittiwake,  Little  Gull,  Iceland  Gull,  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  and  Glaucous  Gull  were  reported  at  various 
locations  throughout  the  month.  Of  special  note  are  the 


high  counts  of  Iceland  Gull  by  D’Anna  and  others,  20  on 
the  11th  at  Robert  Moses  Hydro  Station  and  10  on  the  20th 
at  Four  Mile  Creek  State  Park,  Guthrie’s  count  of  12 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  at  Goat  Island  on  the  28th  and 
5  Glaucous  Gulls  at  Four  Mile  Creek  State  Park  seen  by 
D’Anna  on  the  27th. 

The  Statisticians  have  accepted  a  verification  with 
pictures  of  a  sighting  of  a  Thayer’s  Gull  by  Jim  Pawlicki. 
Pawlicki  saw  and  photographed  the  bird  on  the  23rd  at 
Goat  Island.  Here  is  Jim’s  description  of  the  gull: 

“A  large  “white-headed”  gull  by  overall  similarity  in 
size,  shape,  and  structure  to  nearby  Herring  Gulls.  Aged 
as  an  adult  based  on  the  all  yellow  bill  with  red  gonys 
spot,  blackish  outer  primaries  with  large  white-tips,  and 
clean  white  tail.  On  average,  body  size  appeared  slightly 
smaller  than  the  Herring  Gulls,  while  the  head/bill  shape 
was  noticeably  smaller/slighter,  averaging  a  more 
rounded  forehead  and  shorter/thinner  bill.  The  head, 
neck,  and  breast  coloration  was  whitish-based  with 
extensive  light  brown  smudging/streaking  across  the 
auriculars,  neck,  nape,  and  sides  of  the  breast.  The 
mantle  and  upper-wings  were  pale  gray,  appearing  the 
same  shade  as  adjacent  Herring  Gulls,  and  with  a  white- 
trailing  edge  on  the  secondaries  and  inner  primaries.  The 
outer  primaries  were  a  mix  of  white  and  limited  dark 
blackish  (outer  webs  only  above  sub-terminal  bands)  with 


(Top)  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  photographed  by  Huber  at 
Attica  on  December  14th  and  (Bottom)  Lark  Sparrow 
photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  on 
December  3rd. 
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a  blackish  sub-terminal  band  on  P6,  white  sub-terminal 
spots  (tongue-tips)  on  P7,  P8,  and  P9,  and  a  large  white 
mirror  with  complete  blackish  sub-terminal  band  on  P10. 
The  eyes  appeared  brownish,  while  the  legs  and  feet 
were  pink.” 

We  all  know  that  Hermit  Thrushes  are  noted  for  being 
hardier  than  other  thrushes,  but  as  many  of  us 
participating  in  the  St.  Bonaventure  Christmas  Bird  Count 
on  December  14th  were  encountering  our  own  problems 
with  snowy  and  icy  roads,  Jeff  Reed,  covering  the  city  of 
Olean,  reported  a  totally  unexpected  Hermit  Thrush. 

On  the  3rd  of  December,  Kayo  Roy  photographed  the 
Lark  Sparrow,  first  reported  in  late  November,  visiting  its 
preferred  feeder  in  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  A  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  visited  a  feeder  in  Attica  from  the  14th  to  the 
16th  and  Huber  was  there  to  document  the  visit  with 
photographs.  This  is  only  the  third  December  record  of 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  in  BOS  archives. 


Statisticians  Note  Regarding  Addenda 
and  the  Year  (2013)  in  Review 

Mike  Morgante 

There  are  several  noteworthy  records  included  in  the 
2013  addenda  as  well  as  a  few  from  prior  years.  Drew 
Campbell  prepared  a  verification  report  of  his  Brown 
Booby  sighting  on  October  24,  2013  upon  learning  that  it 
would  mark  the  latest  date  it  was  seen  during  its  stay  in 
Buffalo  Harbor.  Mike  Zebehazy  also  submitted  some 
excellent  photos  of  the  Brown  Booby  perched  on  the  Reef 
Lighthouse  structure.  A  report  of  Hoary  Redpoll  by  Joe 
Fell  supplements  the  other  reports  of  this  bird  visiting 
Vicki  Rothman’s  feeders  in  January.  Kayo  Roy  was  happy 
to  report  a  calling  Barred  Owl  from  a  woodlot  behind  a 
residence  in  Ridgeway,  Ontario,  where  geographically 
rare;  there  are  only  a  handful  of  records  of  this  species 
from  the  Ontario  portion  of  the  BOS  study  area. 

The  Statisticians  have  decided  to  remove  the 
previously  accepted  record  of  “Vega”  Herring  Gull  at 
Dunkirk  Harbor  on  April  1 , 201 3  as  documented  by  Jim 
Pawlicki  and  Bill  Watson.  Jim  came  across  some 
additional  evidence  regarding  variation  in  mantle  color  on 
Thayer’s  Gull  and  went  back  to  his  photos  and  detailed 
verification  report  on  the  Vega  Gull.  To  his  credit,  Jim  no 
longer  felt  that  this  bird  could  conclusively  be  identified  as 
a  Vega  Gull  and  retracted  his  report  from  BOS  and  the 
New  York  State  Avian  Records  Committee  (who  had  yet 
to  review  the  report).  The  Statisticians  subsequent  review 
agreed  with  this  retraction. 

With  the  Vega  Gull  removal,  the  2013  species, 
subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  total  is  301.  This  is  the 
highest  total  since  I  started  keeping  track  in  2008  and  six 
more  than  last  year’s  previous  high  of  295.  I  have  not 
taken  the  time  to  review  the  totals  from  previous  years, 
but  I  suspect  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  the  total  has 
reached  300. 

It  was  a  remarkable  year  for  rarities  showing  up, 
including  two  new  species  for  the  BOS  Study  Area.  The 
long-staying  Brown  Booby  in  Buffalo  Harbor,  and  later 
seen  along  the  Ontario  shoreline  of  Lake  Erie,  was  one  of 


the  rarest  species  ever  found  in  the  BOS  Study  Area. 
Elegant  Tern  was  at  least  equally  unexpected,  and  like 
the  Brown  Booby,  was  able  to  be  seen  by  numerous 
birders.  Many  will  remember  201 3  for  these  exceptional 
rarities;  however,  it  was  a  great  birding  year  even  beyond 
those  firsts.  Very  rare  species  with  accepted  records  in 

2013  included:  Tufted  Duck,  Pacific  Loon,  Piping  Plover, 
Marbled  Godwit,  Ruff,  Barn  Owl,  Lark  Sparrow,  Western 
Tanager,  and  Blue  Grosbeak.  Henslow’s  Sparrow  made 
its  first  documented  appearance  since  2007.  In  a  year 
with  301  species  reported  there  were  not  many  “misses”, 
but  the  following  are  species  that  are  identified  with  at 
least  some  regularity  in  the  BOS  Study  Area  that  were  not 
documented  in  2013:  Hudsonian  Godwit,  Western 
Sandpiper,  California  Gull,  Worm-eating  Warbler,  and 
Dickcissel. 

While  I  did  not  compare  actual  numbers,  it  was  clear 
that  the  recent  update  (October  2012)  of  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  helped  reduce  the  number  of  reports 
requiring  verification.  One  area  we  hope  to  improve  in 

2014  and  beyond  is  with  the  BOS  April,  May,  and  October 
Count  reports.  We  continue  to  see  several  species  with 
possibilities  of  misidentification  that  are  reported  on  each 
of  these  counts  in  greater  numbers  than  expected. 

Records  from  previous  years  included  several  from 
2012  that  I  flat  out  missed  for  inclusion  in  last  year’s 
addendum  report,  with  Vicki  Rothman’s  two  Laughing 
Gulls  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  and  two  Hoary  Redpolls  in 
Cambria  as  documented  by  Mike  Galas.  Vicki  also  wrote 
up  a  Wilson’s  Warbler  that  was  ‘early’  for  fall  in  2010,  but 
would  no  longer  require  a  verification  report  according  to 
the  latest  Verification  Date  Guide  (2012).  While  preparing 
The  Month  for  April  2013,  Bill  Watson  astutely  noted  that 
BOS  did  not  have  a  record  of  a  Western  Tanager  in  May 
1989  at  the  Fort  Erie  residence  of  Lome  and  Maria 
Featherston  that  was  included  in  Kayo  Roy’s  species 
account  in  Niagara  Birds  (J.  Black  and  K.  Roy  2010).  Bill 
notified  Kayo  to  obtain  the  record,  including  the 
acceptance  report  from  the  Ontario  Bird  Records 
Committee. 

The  Statisticians  thank  everyone  that  submitted 
sightings  in  this  past  year.  Your  contributions  make  up  the 
noteworthy  records  and  the  ornithological  record  of  the 
Society.  We  also  thank  Bruce  Chilton  for  the  dogged  work 
compiling  the  sightings  from  your  e-mails,  letters,  and  the 
eBird  records  summary  I  send  him  each  month.  We  also 
appreciate  the  many  others  that  helped  us  solicit  and/or 
obtain  verification  reports. 


Brown  Booby  photographed  by  Mike  Zebehazy  at  Buffalo 
on  October  15th,  2013. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler;  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 
Snow  Goose 

ii 

it 

Cackling  Goose 

ii 

it 

Mute  Swan 

ii 

ii 

Trumpeter  Swan 

it 

Tundra  Swan 

it 

ii 

ii 

ii 

it 

Wood  Duck 

ii 

it 

Gadwall 

American  Black  Duck 

it 

it 

Northern  Shoveler 

ii 

Northern  Pintail 

u 

ii 

it 

Canvasback 

ii 

Redhead 

ii 

ii 

Ring-necked  Duck 

ii 

Greater  Scaup 

ii 

Lesser  Scaup 

ii 

King  Eider 

ii 

a 

Harlequin  Duck 
Surf  Scoter 


December  Number 


10 

2 

4 

1  white 

28 

4 

30 

5 

5 

1 

15 

2 

21 

1 

8 

5 

23 

5 

24 

9 

17;  23 

4;  5 

21, 22 

4,4 

i;  4 

200;  277 

11;  15 

275;  450 

11 

316 

16 

203 

19 

12 

20;  21 

40;  28 

12 

2 

28 

2 

28 

1 

4 

31 

26 

28 

29 

38 

31 

29 

8 

1 

15,  30 

2,2 

19 

3 

23 

29 

26 

1 

30 

2 

15 

843 

28 

4000 

6 

42 

21;  31 

250;  140 

29 

516 

3;  15 

145;  122 

31 

6 

4 

2400 

29 

4210 

17 

490 

29 

57 

7 

1 

15 

1 

23 

1 

28-30 

1 

8 

1 

Location 

Iroquois  NWR 
Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 
Dunkirk  Airport 
Amherst 

Adam  Beck  Hydro  (Ont) 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Wilson 

Point  Breeze 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lewiston 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Beaver  I.  SP 

Mayville 

Jamestown 

Squaw  I. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Salamanca 
Hamburg 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 
Squaw  I. 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 
Barcelona  Harbor 
Barcelona  Harbor 
Squaw  I. 

Beaver  I.  SP 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Tonawanda 
Goat  I. 

Beaver  I.  SP 
Goat  I. 

Chautauqua  Lake 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Buckhorn  I.  SP 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Squaw  I. 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Point  Breeze 
Goat  I. 

Golden  Hill  SP 


Qbserver(s) 

Watson 

Watson 

VerHague 

Lewis 

Morien,  Barth  et  al 

D’Anna,  Potter 

D’Anna 

Mashburn 

D’Anna 

Morse 

Ziemba;  VerHague 
Lenz 

Morien  et  al;  Watson 

Sharon;  Coleman 

Simmons 

Berry 

Salembier 

Goetz;  Lenz 

Berry 

Baird 

Fell 

Watson 

Salembier,  Pawlicki 

Watson 

Watson 

VerHague 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Sharon 

D’Anna 

Fell 

Pawlicki 

Coleman 

Guthrie 

Berry 

Lenz;  Watson 
Watson 

Sharon;  Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Berry 

Watson 

Coleman 

Morien 

Morse,  Callaghan 
Guthrie  et  al 
Mashburn 
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Species 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observerfs) 

a 

23 

3 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence 

White-winged  Scoter 

27 

700 

Point  Breeze 

Carlson 

u 

29 

21 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black  Scoter 

5 

2 

Point  Breeze 

Sherony 

27 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Kerr 

Long-tailed  Duck 

8 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

ss 

14 

1 

Olean 

Reed 

u 

29 

579 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Bufflehead 

29 

4100 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

4 

800 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

ss 

29 

1100 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Hooded  Merganser 

4 

72 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

(i 

5 

48 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

u 

8 

100 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

ss 

11 

90 

Mayville 

Simmons 

Common  Merganser 

25 

5000 

Buffalo 

Rose-Burney 

Ruddy  Duck 

4;  10 

7;  3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Tetlow;  Watson 

it 

29;  31 

7;  3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  Watson,  Pawlicki 

Red-throated  Loon 

27 

3 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna 

Common  Loon 

15 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

ss 

27 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Red-necked  Grebe 

3 

4 

Point  Breeze 

Morien 

a 

3 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Brenner 

ii 

4 

1 

Lewiston 

Pawlicki,  D’Anna 

ss 

8 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Mashburn 

(i 

15 

1 

Chippawa  (Ont) 

D’Anna 

it 

31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

7;  31 

95;  16 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Watson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

2,  21 

6,  10 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

ss 

19 

7 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

28,  29;  31 

4,  4:  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  Watson 

Black  Vulture 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Sherman 

1;  28 

3;  1 

Lewiston 

Carpentier;  Guthrie 

Turkey  Vulture 

1;  28 

4;  11 

Lewiston 

Carpentier;  Guthrie 

ss 

13 

1 

Alexander 

Hess 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

10 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Baird 

it 

19 

2 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

u 

25 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

u 

25 

2 

Lewiston 

S&T  O’Donnell 

ss 

28 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Morgante 

Northern  Harrier 

15 

1 

Chippawa  (Ont) 

Watson 

ss 

20 

1 

Alexander 

Beattie 

SS 

25 

2 

Cambria 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

15 

1 

Jamestown 

Berry 

u 

19 

1 

Pomfret 

Moshers 

ii 

28 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Brenner 

ii 

28 

1 

Aurora 

Klick  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

15 

1 

Chippawa  (Ont) 

Watson 

ii 

15 

1 

Grand  1. 

S&T  O’Donnell 

u 

27 

1 

Shelby 

Beattie,  Dart 

American  Coot 

7;  21 

250;  200 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Lenz 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

28 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rybczynski,  Thomas  et  al 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Morien,  Barth  et  al 

ii 

25 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

u 

30 

1 

Goat  1. 

Pawlicki 

Red  Phalarope 

1 L 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Landau  et  al 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

4 

1 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

ii 

8;  15 

2;  1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morien  et  al;  Pawlicki  et  al 

u 

11 

1 

Robt.  Moses  Hydro 

Potter  et  al 

u 

15;  16 

1;  1  juv 

Squaw  1. 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell;  Yoerg 

ii 

30 

1  ad 

Squaw  1. 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell  et  al 

M 

31 

1  ad 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

8 

2500 

Barcelona  Harbor 

VerHague 
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Specie? 

December 

Number 

Location 

Qbserver(s) 

a 

19 

4000 

Squaw  1. 

Salembier 

(t 

22 

3700 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Lenz 

Little  Gull 

4 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna,  Pawlicki 

a 

19;  27 

3;  1 

Squaw  1. 

Salembier;  Yoerg 

u 

20;  30 

1;  1 

Buffalo 

D’Anna;  Watson 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

9 

Adam  Beck  Hydro  (Ont) 

Guthrie 

(i 

11 

20 

Robt.  Moses  Hydro 

D’Anna  et  al 

it 

27 

10 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna 

ii 

28 

9 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Guthrie 

a 

31 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Watson 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

1;  4 

2;  3 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Morien  ,  Barth  et  al;  Watson 

« 

1,  28 

10,  12 

Goat  1. 

Guthrie 

u 

8 

7 

Niagara  Falls 

Morien,  Barth  et  al 

a 

11 

4 

Robt.  Moses  Hydro 

D’Anna  et  al 

II 

15 

2 

Squaw  L,  Bflo. 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro  (Ont) 

Morien,  Barth  et  al 

tt 

11 

3 

Robt.  Moses  Hydro 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

27 

5 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna 

u 

27 

1 

Ransomville 

Morgante 

a 

31 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Watson 

a 

31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

3 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki,  Guthrie  et  al 

a 

7;  8;  25 

4;  3;  5 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgante;  Landau;  Pawlicki 

a 

22 

4 

Bethany 

Beattie 

a 

24;  30 

3;  4 

Oakfield 

Pawlicki;  Pawlicki  et  al 

a 

1  -  31 

1  -2 

Throughout  BOS  area 

26  other  reports 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

3 

Colden 

Landau,  Wojewodzki 

a 

1 

2 

Jamestown  Airport 

Card 

a 

3 

7 

Royalton 

Light 

a 

17,  20 

1 

Clarence 

Yoerg 

a 

27,  30 

6,7 

Shelby 

Callaghan  et  al 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

27 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Thomas 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

27 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Merlin 

1-31 

1 

Throughout  BOS  area 

13  reports 

a 

6 

2 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Landau,  Wojewodzki 

a 

7 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

G&M  Coniglio 

a 

8 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

a 

25 

1 

Lewiston 

S&T  O’Donnell 

a 

26 

1 

Squaw  L,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

a 

27 

1 

Ransomville 

Morgante 

a 

29 

1 

South  Buffalo 

Pawlicki,  Salembier 

a 

30 

2 

Riverside,  Bflo. 

Pawlicki  et  al 

Northern  Shrike 

3 

1 

Lyndonville 

C&  T  Morien 

a 

15 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

a 

28 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Morgante 

Common  Raven 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

a 

15 

2 

Tonawanda 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Horned  Lark 

15,  26 

17,  65 

Bethany 

Beattie 

a 

27 

25 

Royalton 

Beattie,  Dart 

Winter  Wren 

7 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

a 

27 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Potter 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

15 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Eastern  Bluebird 

13 

3 

Chippawa  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

27 

5 

Royalton 

Beattie,  Dart 

a 

27 

3 

Ransomville 

Morgante 

a 

28 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Morgante 

a 

29 

4 

Aurora 

Holmes 

Hermit  Thrush 

14 

1 

Olean 

Reed 

Gray  Catbird 

3 

2 

Jamestown  Airport 

Kruitbosch 

a 

9 

1 

Cheektowaga 

Petherick 

Northern  Mockingbird 

3 

1 

Lyndonville 

C&  T  Morien 

a 

24 

1 

Kiantone 

Berry 

American  Pipit 

18 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

6 


Species 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Lapland  Longspur 

16 

1 

Shelby 

C&T  Morien 

a 

18 

126 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

26 

2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

« 

27 

17 

Ransomville 

Morgante 

u 

27 

6 

Oakfield 

Callaghan 

Snow  Bunting 

4 

120 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

u 

18;  22 

150;  200 

Wilson 

D’Anna;  Barth 

u 

25 

20 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

26 

18 

Iroquois  NWR 

Callaghan 

Chipping  Sparrow 

6-14 

1 

Manila 

Holmes 

Lark  Sparrow 

3 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Roy 

Fox  Sparrow 

3 

1 

Alfred  (f) 

Brooks 

31 

1 

Alden 

Young 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

tt 

21 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

u 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Callaghan 

u 

27 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Fox 

a 

28 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Morgante 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

1  -31 

1 

Wilson  (f) 

Potter,  D’Anna 

a 

25,  26 

1.  1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

a 

27 

1 

Basom 

Callaghan 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

14-16 

1 

Attica  (f) 

Huber 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

1 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

a 

5;  29 

i;  2 

TifftNP 

Watson;  Rose-Burney 

a 

15 

1 

Chippawa  (Ont) 

Watson 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

3 

i 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

Rusty  Blackbird 

15 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rose-Burney 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

10,  26 

5,  1 

Manila 

Holmes 

a 

17 

7 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

a 

27 

88 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Fox 

Purple  Finch 

1,  18 

1,2 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

a 

28 

4 

Aurora 

Holmes 

a 

31 

1 

Pomfret 

Moshers 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

302 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 

-1 

Total  for  the  year  2013: 

301 

Statisticians’  N&te:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 


2013  Addend^: 

Brown  Booby 

Oct  15 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Zebehazy 

u 

Oct  24 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Campbell 

Barred  Owl 

July  12 

1 

Ridgeway  (Ont) 

Roy  et  al 

2013  Edits  and  Errata: 

Remove 

“Vega”  Herring  Gull 

Apr  1 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

2012  Adc^nda: 

Laughing  Gull 

May  9 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rothman  et  al 

Common  Raven 

Dec  12 

1 

Tonawanda 

Galas 

u 

Dec  30 

1 

Sheldon 

Galas,  Hacker 

Hoary  Redpoll 

Dec  15 

2 

Cambria 

Galas,  Hacker 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Dec  7;  15 

1 

Cambria 

Kelly;  Galas,  Hacker 

201Q  Addenda: 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

Aug  15 

1 

Wainfleet  Bog  (Ont) 

Rothman,  Gordon 

1989  Addenda: 

Western  Tanaqer 

May  15 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Featherston 

7 
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Winter  -  Spring  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Mar.  1  -  May  15:  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Rd.  between  Routes  5  &  20).  Stop 
by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)  and  sharpen 
your  raptor  I.D.  skills!  Contact  Jim  Landau  to  volunteer  as  a 
counter  or  for  additional  info  (716-  941-3869  or 
landaujr@gmail.comL 

Mar.  12:  (CANCELLED)  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM 
at  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Marcie  Jacklin  will  discuss  the  results  of  the  BOS  October 
Count  and  David  Gordon  will  discuss  the  results  of  the  BOS 
Christmas  Count. 

Mar.  29:  Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip  for  early 
spring  migrants.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  751-3637  or 
dannapotter@roadrunner.com.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in 
Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route 
104,  north  of  Lockport. 

Apr.  9:  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Timothy  T. 

DePriest,  the  New  York  State  DEC  Niagara  River  Habitat 
Specialist  will  discuss  “Habitat  Improvement  of  the  Niagara 
River  and  the  New  Frog  Island.”  Tim  is  also  Chairman  of  the 
Niagara  Greenway  Ecological  Standing  Committee. 

Apr.  13:  Sunday.  April  Bird  Count.  All  BOS  members  should 
participate  in  the  Seventy-eighth  Annual  April  Bird  Count. 
Contact  Compiler:  Holly  Sweeney  at  716-639-0158  or 
holran171@verizon.net 

Apr.  27:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Trip,  for  spring  hawk  flight 
and  migrating  songbirds.  Come  and  celebrate  the  40th 
Anniversary  meeting  of  HMANAand  the  BBRR  annual  hawk 
weekend.  This  is  our  annual  joint  trip,  with  the  Rochester 
Birding  Assn  (RBA),  to  the  Braddock  Bay  hawk  watch  and 
surrounding  area.  We  will  meet  to  car  pool  at  7:30  am,  Tops 
Market  in  Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78 
at  Route  104,  north  of  Lockport.  We  will  hit  some  birding 
hotspots  on  the  way!  If  you  plan  to  drive  on  your  own,  we  will 
meet  the  RBA  group  at  9:30  am  in  the  Braddock  Bay  Parking 
Lot.  (Take  route  18  to  the  Lake  Ontario  State  Parkway,  and  then 
take  the  exit  for  East  Manitou  Road/Braddock  Bay  Park). 
Leaders:  BOS:  David  Gordon  (716-390-1429, 
dqordonphoto@vahoo.comt  and  RBA:  Bob  Spahn,  who  will 
lead  us  to  Monroe  County  birding  hot  spots. 


May  14:  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Dave  Spiering,  Tifft  Nature 
Preserve  Ecologist,  will  present  the  program  “Cavity 
Nesters.”  Dave  studied  cavity-nesting  birds  in  the  Black  Hills  for 
his  Master’s  Thesis.  He  will  also  discuss  the  woodpeckers  at 
Tifft  based  on  25  years  of  data  from  local  birders,  as  well 
as  recent  and  future  improvements  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  to 
enhance  bird  habitat. 

May  18:  Sunday.  May  Bird  Count.  All  BOS  members  should 
participate  in  the  Annual  May  Bird  Count.  Contact  Compiler: 
Robert  DeLeon  at  716-626-0325  or  rldeleon@yahoo.  com 
June  11:  Wednesday.  The  last  meeting,  the  Annual  June 
Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  (off  Fuhrman  Blvd), 
and  followed  by  a  short  field  trip  of  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Bring 
your  dinner  and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 


Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  NOTICE  (1/1/14-12/31/14) 

Dear  Members, 

Last  year  the  Society  changed  its  membership  dues  structure.  Individual  &  family  memberships 
have  been  combined  into  one  "household"  membership.  Dues  will  be  $20  for  households 
receiving  the  Prothonotary  via  email  &  $25  for  those  who  prefer  a  paper  copy  mailed  to  them.  This 
will  help  defray  the  rising  printing  &  mailing  costs  associated  with  publishing  the  newsletter. 

Please  indicate  your  renewal  option: 

_ $20  -  to  receive  an  email  copy  of  the  Prothonotary 

_ $25  -  to  receive  a  mailed  paper  copy  of  the  Prothonotary 


For  those  who  wish  to  contribute  to  the  Society  beyond  the  renewal  amount  indicated  above: 
"'please  remember  to  indicate  email  or  regular  mail  above"' 

_ $ _ -  BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE  Ever  present  worker  &  backbone  of  the  society 

_ $50  -  WHITE-THROATED  SPARROW  Always  scratching  for  a  little  more. 

_ $75  -  WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH  One  that  has  put  something  aside  for  the  future. 

_ $100  -  WILD  TURKEY  A  large  nest  of  eggs  to  give  from. 

_ $250  -  GREAT  HORNED  OWL  Able  to  cough  up  a  little  more. 

_ $500  -  BALD  EAGLE  Our  national  symbol,  the  top  of  the  raptor  world. 

_ $ _ -  AXTELL/McVEY/WENDLING  FUND  (provides  funding  for  special  research 

grants  and  projects) 

Checks  payable  in  U.S.  Funds  to  BOS.  Please  respond  by  April  30,  2014  to: 

Karen  Landau 
9195  State  Road 
Colden,  NY  14033-9626 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 


EMAIL 
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PHONE(S) 

Add  phone  number(s)  to  the  BOS  Rare  Bird  Telephone  Hotline? 


_ yes  _ no 
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THE  MONTH:  January 


James  Pawlicki 


The  seemingly  continuous  cold,  wind,  and  snow  that 
characterized  much  of  December  continued  straight 
through  to  January  with  only  brief  breaks  in  winter 
conditions  that  led  to  one  of  the  harshest  winters  in  recent 
years.  The  Buffalo  National  Weather  Service  summarized 
January  2014  as  a  “snowy  month  with  relentless  cold  for 
Western  New  York”  as  the  mean  temperature  bottomed 
out  at  20.0°  Fahrenheit,  4.9°  below  average,  and  10.0° 
below  the  January  2013  average.  Measurable  snow  fell 
on  20  out  of  the  month’s  31  days,  while  snowfall  at  the 
Buffalo-Niagara  International  Airport  was  reported  at  42.4 
inches,  a  notable  17.1  inches  above  average.  The 
month’s  average  wind  speed  was  a  relatively  high  13.3 
mph,  while  the  average  daily  speed  was  at  least  10  mph 
on  21  days,  making  temperatures  feel  colder  than  actual. 
The  eastern  basin  of  Lake  Erie  entirely  froze  over  on  the 
4th,  while  extensive  amounts  of  shore  ice  continued  to 
build  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario. 


This  extensive  build-up  of  ice  on  Lakes  Erie  and 
Ontario  led  to  notable  concentrations  of  waterbirds  in  the 
few  places  with  consistently  open  water,  such  as 
artificially  warmed  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  Lake  Erie  and 
portions  of  the  upper  Niagara  River,  where  the  continuous 
current  and  artificial  “ice-boom”  limited  the  formation  of 
ice.  Some  of  the  higher  counts  of  waterfowl  from  these 
areas  included  3,500  Common  Mergansers  and  4,106 
Canvasbacks  on  the  upper  Niagara  River,  10,000  Greater 
Scaup  and  3,200  Common  Goldeneye  in  Buffalo/Fort  Erie 
(Ont),  and  380  Redhead  at  Dunkirk  Harbor.  On  the  9th, 

Bill  Watson  and  I  observed  a  female  Tufted  Duck  with  a 
raft  of  Greater  Scaup  along  Bird  Island  Pier  near  the 
source  of  the  Niagara  River  (photo  on  pg.  10).  This  was 
likely  the  same  female-plumaged  bird  observed  here  last 
February,  and  like  last  winter’s  observation,  it  proved  to 
be  a  one-day  wonder  as  several  attempts  to  relocate  it  in 
the  coming  days  and  weeks  were  unsuccessful.  Other 
notable  waterfowl  included  lingering  immature  male  and 

returning  adult 


The  Month 

James  Pawlicki 


male  King  Eiders 
in  Fort  Erie  (Ont) 


11  January  Waterfowl  Ct.  2014  and  port  Weller 


James  Landau 

13  Noteworthy  Records 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians 

16  Calendar 


(Ont),  respectively; 
and  single 
Harlequin  Ducks  at 
Goat  Island, 


Squaw  Island,  and  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Going  on  its  8th 
consecutive  winter,  the  returning  male  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  was  seen  again  at  the  far  northeastern  end  of 
the  study  area  at  Point  Breeze  on  Lake  Ontario. 


(Top)  Black  Vultures  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Lewiston  on  January  19th  and  (Bottom)  Snowy  Owl 
photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Oakfield  on  January  1st. 


An  adult  Black¬ 
legged  Kittiwake 
initially  found  with 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at 
the  north  end  of 
Squaw  Island  in  late 
December  was  seen 
again  on  the  1st,  while 
the  only  observations 
of  Little  Gulls  this 
month  were  of  single 
individuals  in  Buffalo 
and  Dunkirk  Harbor 
on  the  12th  and 
22nd-26th, 
respectively. 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 
numbers  dropped 
heavily  starting  mid- 
December  as  ice 
build-up  began  on  the 
lakes  and  portions  of 
the  Niagara  River. 
Small  numbers 
remained  into  the  first 
week  of  January 
before  presumably 
dispersing  southeast 
towards  the  mid- 
Atlantic  coast.  Like 
many  waterfowl, 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  are 
considered 
“facultative 
migrants” — species 
that  will  vary  the 
extent  of  their 
migration  patterns 
year  to  year  based  on 
conditions  such  as 
weather  and  food  availability.  This  is  in  contrast  to 
“obligate  migrants”  such  as  Neotropical  songbirds  and 
shorebirds,  where  their  migratory  behavior  is  more  hard¬ 
wired  and  nearly  the  entire  population  will  migrate  south 
to  traditional  wintering  areas  irrespective  of  conditions  in 
the  north. 

Snowy  Owls  continued  to  be  seen  in  large  numbers 
across  much  of  SE  Canada  and  NE  United  States  with  at 
least  30  sightings  made  this  month  in  the  BOS  Study 
Area.  The  highest  tallies  of  owls  were  seven  at  Buffalo 
Harbor  on  the  1st,  and  a  whopping  thirteen  recorded  on 
the  5th  along  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  of  the  Niagara 
Peninsula.  Several  groups  of  wintering  Short-eared  Owls 
were  seen  at  widespread  sites  across  the  region  that 
included  maxima  of  twelve  and  eight  at  traditional 
locations  in  the  towns  of  Shelby  and  Cambria, 
respectively.  Although  Great  Horned  Owls  are  known  for 
initiating  nesting  early  in  the  year,  an  exceptionally  early 
regional  observation  of  a  bird  on  nest  and  presumably 
incubating  eggs  was  noted  on  the  14th  in  Fort  Erie  (Ont). 

Despite  the  cold  temperatures  and  excessive 
snowfall,  there  were  several  observations  of  half-hardy 
songbirds,  some  of  which  were  noted  at  feeders  where 
they  had  regular  access  to  food  supplies.  Notable  were 
two  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers,  Gray  Catbird,  Brown 


Thrasher,  three  Eastern  Towhees,  and  Field  and  Chipping 
Sparrows.  Continuing  over  from  December,  the  immature 
male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  wintering  at  feeders  in  the 
town  of  Attica  was  seen  on  the  7th,  providing  only  the  fifth 
record  of  the  species  for  January.  As  predicted  by  Ron 
Pittaway’s  Winter  Finch  Forecast  in  September  2013, 
irruptive  finches  were  non-existent  this  winter  as  many 
species  took  advantage  of  the  large  crop  of  natural  food 
supplies  to  our  north.  The  only  notable  finch  reports  were 
two  observations  of  Purple  Finches  made  at  widely 
separated  localities  in  the  southern  tier. 

Rare  at  any  time  of  year,  a  female/immature  male 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  observed  by  Bill  Broderick 
on  the  12th  as  it  perched  in  a  roadside  tree  at  the 
northwestern  corner  of  the  study  area  in  the  township  of 
Lincoln  (Ont).  This  is  the  fourth  record  of  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  since  2000  and  only  the  second  overall  during 
the  winter  months,  the  other  being  from  27  December 
2007  at  the  Tonawanda  WMA  by  the  Millers.  Also  notable 
in  winter  was  a  flock  of  50  Rusty  Blackbirds  seen  on  the 
6th  in  Wainfleet  (Ont),  an  area  that  historically  is  known  as 
a  semi-regular  wintering  location  for  the  species.  Even 
though  the  population  of  Rusty  Blackbird  remains 
relatively  high,  they  are  becoming  one  of  the  fastest 
declining  songbirds  in  North  America  for  reasons  that  are 
not  fully  understood.  The  team  at  eBird  is  leading  an 
effort  to  gather  data  that  can  hopefully  shed  some  insight 
into  their  ecology  and  thus  the  reasons  for  their  decline. 

To  those  interested  in  participating  in  this  citizen-science 
effort,  go  online  to:  httD://ebird.ora/content/ebird/news/ 
rubl  spring  blitz/  for  more  information  on  how  you  can 
submit  your  local  sightings  of  the  species  over  the  coming 
spring  months. 
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Female  Tufted  Duck  (center)  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki 
at  Bird  Island  Pier  on  January  9th. 
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January  2014  Waterfowl  Count 

Jim  Landau 

Overview:  The  New  York  State  Ornithological 
Association  (NYSOA)  conducts  an  annual  waterfowl 
count  each  January  throughout  the  state’s  10  assigned 
regions,  to  assist  the  New  York  State  Department  of 
Environmental  Conservation  (DEC)  in  monitoring  long¬ 
term  population  changes,  bird  conservation  planning  and 
environmental  reviews.  The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
has  been  participating  in  this  effort  since  1955,  counting 
in  the  New  York  State  portion  of  the  BOS  study  area.  The 
count  period  this  year  was  January  18-26,  with  the 
target  date  of  Sunday,  January  19.  Final  results  of  the 
state  waterfowl  count  will  be  published  in  “The  Kingbird” 
and  also  posted  on  the  NYSOA  website  at:  http:// 
www.  ny  bi  rds  .org/Proj  Waterfowl .  htm 

Species  Compilation:  The  table  below  lists  the 
species  observed  on  this  count,  their  accumulated  tallies 
and  trending  patterns,  if  any.  Where  a  species  was 
recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers 
are  given  in  parentheses. 


Species 

Total 

Comments 

Canada  Goose 

4,543 

Mute  Swan 

8 

(FI,  J) 

Tundra  Swan 

180 

(D,  FI,  G) 

Gadwall 

29 

American  Wigeon 

13 

(E2,  FI) 

American  Black  Duck 

156 

Mallard 

3,869 

Mallard  x  Black  Duck 

5 

(Q,  R) 

Canvasback 

4,998 

Redhead 

510 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6 

(F1,J) 

Greater  Scaup 

5,754 

Lesser  Scaup 

61 

scaup  species 

2 

King  Eider 

1 

(FI) 

Surf  Scoter 

2 

(FI.  G) 

White-winged  Scoter 

253 

Black  Scoter 

2 

(1) 

Long-tailed  Duck 

906 

Bufflehead 

2,865 

Common  Goldeneye 

2,638 

Hooded  Merganser 

149 

Common  Merganser 

2,979 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

3,195 

Ruddy  Duck 

11 

(FI,  1) 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

(C) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

2 

(1)  20-year  low  count 

Horned  Grebe 

14 

(1) 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 

21 

(E2,  G) 

American  Coot 

275 

(E2,  FI,  1) 

Other/Unidentified 

411 

TOTAL  OF  ABOVE 

33,860 

Notes:  The  following,  excerpted  from  the  National 
Weather  Service  in  Buffalo,  sums  up  the  weather  prior  to, 
during  and  following  the  count  period. 

January  began  with  several  lake  effect  and  synoptic 
snow  events  that  blanketed  Western  New  York  with  a 
fresh  covering  of  snow.  More  notable  were  the  arctic  air- 
masses  that  brought  bone  chilling  cold  to  the  region. 
When  combined  with  the  snow  it  made  January  2014  a 
harsh  winter  month,  especially  when  compared  to  recent 
Januarys. 

Lake  Erie  began  January  with  a  water  temperature  of 
33  °F.  Ice  along  the  shorelines  at  the  beginning  of  the 


month  expanded  such  that  the  lake  officially  "froze  over" 
on  the  4th,  with  ice  in  the  Buffalo  Harbor.  Between  the 
10th  and  14th  we  had  two  days  of  highs  in  the  40s  and  2 
days  with  highs  in  the  low  50s.  From  the  18th  till  the  later 
days  of  the  month  a  long  wave  trough  again  settled  over 
eastern  North  America,  with  polar  flow  sending 
temperatures  across  Western  New  York  back  below 
normal.  This  sent  Western  New  York  back  into  the  deep 
freeze  with  frigid  air  and  dangerously  low  wind  chills  to 
close  out  the  second  half  of  the  month. 

The  severe  cold  weather  was  certainly  a  common 
thread  running  through  many  of  the  reports  that  were 
turned  in  by  this  year's  section  leaders.  Extreme 
conditions  over  the  entire  count  period  made  for 
challenging  viewing  opportunities  and  possibly  affected 
the  abundance  of  some  of  the  species  reported. 

In  any  event  the  majority  of  waterfowl  species  seen 
on  this  count  appear  to  show  a  regular  fluctuation  in 
numbers  recorded,  with  some  displaying  rather  dramatic 
swings  from  one  year  to  the  next.  There  are  always  a  few 
species  however  that  merit  special  mention.  After  an  "all- 
time"  high  for  this  count  2  years  ago  (2,621)  Redheads 
dropped  off  dramatically  to  only  510.  Never  abundant  on 
this  count,  only  two  Pied-billed  Grebes  were  reported,  a 
20-year  low.  Double-crested  Cormorants  are  noted  to  be 
at  a  1 6-year  low. 

Participation  in  New  York’s  Annual  Mid-winter 

Bald  Eaale  Survey:  The  January  Waterfowl  Count 
coincides  with  a  National  Mid-winter  Bald  Eagle  Survey. 
The  New  York  State  DEC  encourages  our  waterfowl 
counters  to  report  any  Bald  Eagle  sightings  during  the 
waterfowl  count.  Our  eagle  count  is  submitted  to  the 
national  Mid-winter  Bald  Eagle  Survey,  which  is  now 
coordinated  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers.  The 
DEC’S  winter  eagle  research  is  on  the  Internet  at  http:// 
www.dec.nv.aov/animals/9381  .html.  This  year  13  Bald 
Eagles  were  reported  from  7  sections. 

Acknowledgements:  The  compiler  thanks  the 
section  leaders  and  participants  for  their  efforts  on  behalf 
of  this  year’s  January  Waterfowl  Count  and  Mid-winter 
Bald  Eagle  Survey. 

A.  Lake  Ontario  (Point  Breeze  to  Olcott):  Willie  D'Anna 

B.  Lake  Ontario  (Olcott  to  Fort  Niagara):  Peter  Yoerg,  Barbara 
Henderson 

C.  Fort  Niagara  to  Niagara  Falls,  NY  side:  Celeste  Morien,  Sue  Barth 

D.  NOTL  to  Niagara  Falls,  Canadian  side:  Bill  Broderick,  Victoria 
Rothman 

El .  Buffalo  Harbor  to  Sheridan  Dr.,  NY  side:  John  Thill,  Mary  Thill 
E2.  Sheridan  Dr.  to  Goat  Island:  Gerry  Rising,  Mike  Galas,  Marsha 
Heckel,  Bernie  Kester 

FI.  Peace  Bridge  to  Horseshoe  Falls:  Liz  Wells,  Jim  Rozanski,  Margaret 
Partridge 

F2.  Jaeger  Rocks  to  Peace  Bridge,  Canadian  side:  Bill  Watson,  Jim 
Pawlicki 

G.  Grand  Island:  Michael  Morgante,  Chris  Akios 

H.  Lake  Erie  (Buffalo  Harbor  to  Silver  Creek):  David  Suggs,  Debra  Suggs 

I.  Lake  Erie  (Silver  Creek  to  PA  line):  Fran  Rew 

J.  Jamestown  &  Chautauqua  Lake:  Bill  Seleen,  Linda  Seleen,  Thomas 
Simmons,  Paul  Doran 

K.  Allegheny  River,  Cattaraugus  Co.  (from  Olean  to  Allegheny  Reservoir 
at  PA  line.):  Tim  Baird,  Pat  Coate 

L.  Allegany  County:  Russell  Allen 

M.  Batavia,  NY:  Doug  Beattie,  Elaine  Dart 

N&O.  Iroquois  NWR,  Oak  Orchard  &  Tonawanda  WMAs:  Ed  Ratajczak,  Sally 
Uzunov 

P.  Williamsville,  Cheektowaga,  Lancaster,  NY:  Karen  Lee  Lewis 

Q.  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery:  Tom  Connare 

R.  South  Park,  Cazenovia  Park  &  Creek:  Karen  Landau,  Jim  Landau 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

January 

Number 

LpcatiQn 

Observer(s) 

Snow  Goose 

11 

2 

Porter 

Broderick 

M 

15 

1  blue 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

L&R  Goodridge 

U 

31 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

Rosa’s.  Goose 

25,  26 

1 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Manning,  Watson 

Cackling  Goose 

5 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morien,  Barth 

M 

13 

2 

Lincoln  (Ont) 

Teskey,  Poort,  Manning 

Mute  Swan 

4 

4 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Thomas 

“ 

12 

5 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Walsh 

if 

14 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Tundra  Swan 

i;  4 

140;  234 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon;  Rose-Burney 

u 

4 

114 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

u 

31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Anna  et  al 

ti 

26 

56 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Morgante,  Akios 

Wood  Duck 

13 

1  m 

North  Tonawanda 

Watson 

Gadwall 

1 

27 

Tonawanda 

Callaghan 

Northern  Shoveler 

4;  14 

1;  1 

Squaw  1. 

Morien,  Barth;  Salembier 

Northern  Pintail 

1 

1 

Goat  1. 

D’Anna 

u 

1 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Salembier 

° 

4;  23 

2;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Salembier;  Pawlicki 

M 

15 

1 

Welland  (Ont) 

B&J  Faman 

M 

17 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mitchell 

19-28 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Coleman  et  al 

Canvasback 

14 

900 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Salembier 

u 

23 

1050 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

“ 

26 

4106 

Grand  1. 

Morgante,  Akios 

Redhead 

1 

800 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

if 

5;  21 

380;  150 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morien;  VerHague 

u 

4 

105 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

u 

9 

110 

Squaw  1. 

Watson 

u 

18 

6 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Ring-necked  Duck 

8;  31 

2;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher;  D’Anna  et  al 

it 

9 

3 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Salembier,  Pawlicki 

U 

14 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

U 

15 

12 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Tufted  Duck 

9 

1  fern 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

9 

4500 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

u 

14 

10000 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Salembier 

Lesser  Scaup 

3 

6 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

18 

71 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

a 

26 

40 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Guthrie 

King  Eider 

9-19 

1  imm  m 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pawlicki,  D’Anna  et  al 

ti 

11;  14 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Coleman;  Pawlicki,  Salembier 

t< 

31 

1  ad  m 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Black 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

1 

Goat  1. 

D’Anna  ,  Thomas 

u 

4 

1  ad  m 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz  et  al 

a 

5;  12 

1  fern 

N.  end,  Squaw  1. 

Yoerg;  Humann,  Coleman 

Surf  Scoter 

14 

2 

Buffalo 

D’Anna,  Salembier,  Pawlicki 

a 

15;  26 

1;  1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon;  Morgante,  Akios 

19 

2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

26;  31 

4;  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki  et  al;  D’Anna  et  al 

u 

20 

4 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Brenner 

12 


Species 

January 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

M 

30 

4 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier 

White-winged  Scoter 

12;  26 

27;  32 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher;  Pawlicki,  Guthrie 

<« 

16;  30 

530;  48 

Point  Breeze 

Morien,  Barth;  Salembier 

a 

30 

17 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Black  Scoter 

8;  23 

1;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher;  Pawlicki 

u 

12;  30 

1;  1 

Point  Breeze 

Yoerg;  Salembier 

Long-tailed  Duck 

19 

73 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

“ 

16 

260 

Point  Breeze 

D’Anna 

u 

29 

300 

Lewiston 

Brenner 

Bufflehead 

9 

1500 

Buffalo 

Watson 

it 

19 

1874 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

9 

3200 

Buffalo 

Watson 

u 

19 

1226 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Barrow’s  Goldeneve 

1 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Morien 

Hooded  Merganser 

4;  31 

33;  31 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Salembier;  D’Anna 

u 

13 

24 

North  Tonawanda 

Watson 

it 

26 

14 

Grand  1. 

Morgante,  Akios 

Common  Merganser 

5 

3500 

Squaw  1. 

Humann 

u 

9 

1100 

Buffalo 

Watson 

it 

12 

595 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

tt 

26 

518 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Guthrie 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

10 

1000 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

M 

12 

4 

Delaware  Park 

Pawlicki 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

2 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Leenders 

M 

4;  26 

8;  5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Salembier ;  Pawlicki  et  al 

It 

11;  14 

2;  6 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

BonEnfant  et  al;  D’Anna 

Red-throated  Loon 

19 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Morien,  Barth 

Common  Loon 

1 

2 

Goat  1. 

Callaghan 

u 

9 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Frauen 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

5 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morien 

u 

13 

1 

North  Tonawanda 

Watson 

Red-necked  Grebe 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Salembier 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

1 

130 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Leenders  et  al 

u 

18;  26 

11;  10 

Tonawanda 

Watson;  Morgante 

Great  Blue  Heron 

10 

10 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

M 

12 

22 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

M 

12 

26 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

5;  26 

2;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morien,  Barth;  Pawlicki  et  al 

Black  Vulture 

12;  19 

9;  7 

Lewiston 

Holden  et  al;  Morien,  Barth 

Turkey  Vulture 

4;  17 

i;  2 

Jamestown 

Berry 

it 

15 

50 

Wellandport  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

u 

18 

2 

Ellery 

Berry 

u 

20 

7 

Lewiston 

Mark 

Bald  Eagle 

4;  18 

2  ad  +  n;  2 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson;  Salembier 

M 

4;  26 

3;  5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Salembier;  Pawlicki  et  al 

U 

10 

1 

Yates 

D’Anna,  Potter 

u 

10 

2 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Yoerg 

u 

18 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

S.  Berry 

It 

19 

1  ad 

Vandalia 

Baird 

II 

19 

1  imm 

Carrollton 

Baird 

u 

19 

1  ad 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Baird 

u 

31 

7 

Dunkirk 

Morien,  D'Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Harrier 

1  -  14 

2-3 

Shelby 

C&T  Morien 

u 

10 

2 

Cambria 

Salembier 

u 

30 

2 

East  Shelby 

Salembier 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

1 

Darien  Lakes  SP 

Mitchell 

u 

3-24 

1 

RT  Peterson  Institute 

Leenders,  Kruitbosch 

u 

5 

1 

Forestville 

VerHague 

it 

5 

1 

Aurora 

Crowell 

it 

28 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Vigyikan 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4;  10 

1;  2 

Cambria 

Sharon;  Salembier 

u 

6,  9 

2,  1 

Shelby 

Morien 

it 

9 

3 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

u 

31 

4 

South  Dayton 

D’Anna,  Potter  et  al 

“ 

31 

1 

Youngstown 

Salembier 

American  Coot 

1 

25 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Leenders 

u 

5;  10 

473;  288 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morien;  Watson 

u 

5 

4 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon 

u 

12 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Pawlicki 

13 


Species 

Angary 

Number 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

i 

1  ad 

Little  Gull 

12 

1 

u 

22;  26 

1;  1 

Herring  Gull 

12 

85 

u 

26 

1220 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

20;  12 

M 

i;  5 

1;  4 

U 

5;  26 

1;  9 

a 

19 

1 

u 

31 

3 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

7 

(i 

5 

1 

ii 

12 

1 

ii 

14 

1 

a 

19 

1 

“ 

21 

4 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

1 

“ 

22;  26 

4;  17 

u 

10 

1  imm 

ii 

19 

2 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

26 

675 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

12 

1  red 

Great  Horned  Owl 

14 

1  on  nest 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

7 

u 

1 

4 

ii 

1 

4 

ii 

4 

3 

“ 

5 

13 

u 

16 

4 

ii 

1  -31 

1  -2 

Long-eared  Owl 

6 

1 

Short-eared  Owl 

1;  9 

12;  8 

u 

1;  10;  30 

8;  7;  7 

ii 

13 

1 

u 

14 

1 

ii 

18 

1 

ii 

26 

2 

ii 

31 

2 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

10 

1 

ii 

22 

1 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

1 

1 

ii 

7 

1 

Merlin 

1 

1 

ii 

8 

1 

u 

12 

1 

ii 

14 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

4 

1 

ii 

10;  31 

1;  1 

ii 

13 

1 

ii 

14 

1 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

1 

11 

10 

1 

ii 

12 

1 

ii 

26 

1  imm 

ii 

30 

1 

ii 

31 

1 

ii 

31 

1 

Common  Raven 

4 

2 

ii 

14 

1 

ii 

14 

2 

u 

15 

1 

ii 

19 

1 

ii 

19 

1 

ii 

22;  23 

2;  1 

Horned  Lark 

12 

30 

ii 

26 

50 

ii 

30 

32 

Winter  Wren 

31 

1 

Eastern  Bluebird 

11,  16 

1,3 

ii 

26 

4 

L<?saliQn 

Qbserver(s) 

Squaw  1. 

Rose-Burney,  D’Anna  et  al 

Buffalo 

D'Anna,  Potter  et  al 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher;  Pawlicki,  Guthrie  et  al 

Delaware  Park 

Pawlicki 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Guthrie 

Robert  Moses  Hydro 

Suggs;  Morgante 

Squaw  1. 

Yoerg;  Humann 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Morien,  Barth;  Pawlicki  et  al 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Barth,  Morien 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

Goat  1. 

Callaghan 

Squaw  1. 

Yoerg 

Delaware  Park 

Pawlicki 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Barth,  Morien 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Leenders 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher;  Pawlicki  et  al 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Yoerg 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Barth,  Morien 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Guthrie 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan  et  al 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D’Anna,  Pawlicki  et  al 

Oakfield 

Pawlicki,  Callaghan 

Buffalo  Airport 

Fabor 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Sloggert 

Lake  Ontario  shore  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  Black  et  al 

Niagara  Fails  Airport 

Kerr 

Throughout  BOS  area 

25  other  records 

Wainfleet  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

Shelby 

Light;  Morien,  Barth 

Cambria 

Galas;  Salembier;  Barth 

Stevensville  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

Arkwright 

VerHague 

Clarence 

Weber 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Konze 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mark 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Vineland  (Ont) 

Radman,  Manning,  Teskey 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Sankey,  Grassie 

Alexander  (f) 

Fox 

Alabama 

C&T  Morien 

Grand  1. 

Thomas 

Hartland 

Yoerg 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Morien,  Barth 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson  et  al;  D’Anna  et  al 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Buffalo 

Salembier 

Great  Valley 

Baird 

Chautauqua  Co.  Airport 

Watson 

Olcott 

Yoerg 

Burt 

Yoerg 

Lockport 

Barth 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Morien,  D’Anna,  Potter 

Youngstown 

Salembier 

Randolph 

Baird 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

S.  Berry 

St.  Anns  (Ont) 

K&M  Burrell 

Allegany 

Baird 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Tonawanda 

Salembier;  Watson 

Hartland 

Yoerg 

Porter 

Yoerg 

Yates 

Salembier 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

14 


Species 

Jangery 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

(i 

30 

2 

Aurora 

Holmes 

American  Robin 

15 

76 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

31 

60 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

Gray  Catbird 

27 

1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Lucas 

Brown  Thrasher 

23 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

Lapland  Longspur 

1 

3 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

M 

1;9 

3:2 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Ziemba;  VerHague 

U 

1 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Rose-Burney 

U 

1 

7 

Oakfield 

Callaghan 

If 

2 

10 

Ransomville 

Frauen 

If 

3 

3 

Wainfleet  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

If 

12 

1 

Hartland 

Yoerg 

“ 

18 

7 

Barre 

C&  T  Morien 

20;  30 

30;  12 

Yates 

Mark;  Salembier 

« 

26 

17 

Medina 

C&  T  Morien 

If 

26 

10 

Porter 

Yoerg 

Snow  Bunting 

4 

10 

Randolph 

Baird 

u 

5 

1000 

Oakfield 

Wojewodzki 

it 

20 

150 

Albion 

C&T  Morien 

M 

22 

50 

Lewiston 

Hess 

U 

26 

634 

Medina 

C&T  Morien 

U 

26 

50 

Porter 

Yoerg 

U 

30 

51 

Yates 

Salembier 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

31 

1 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Jacklin 

Eastern  Towhee 

9 

1 

Medina 

Morien,  Barth 

if 

12 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Ziemba 

ci 

22 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan,  Roy 

Chipping  Sparrow 

3 

1 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Field  Sparrow 

31 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

Swamp  Sparrow 

5 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

1 

3 

Point  Breeze 

Morien 

u 

1  -31 

1  -3 

Wilson  (f) 

Potter,  D’Anna 

a 

9 

4 

Medina 

Barth,  Morien 

M 

17,  18 

1,  1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

if 

31 

6 

Youngstown 

Salembier 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

1 

1  PV 

Attica 

Huber 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

4 

4 

Tifft  NP 

Walsh 

if 

19,  23 

9,  11 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird 

12 

1 

Lincoln  (Ont) 

Broderick 

Rusty  Blackbird 

6 

50 

Wainfleet  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1 

23 

Oakfield 

C&T  Morien 

if 

1 

3 

Shelby 

Morien 

tt 

6 

3 

Pomfret 

Moshers 

Purple  Finch 

10 

4 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Kerr 

if 

30 

15 

RT  Peterson  Institute 

Kruitbosch 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 

Total  for  the  year  2014: 


122 

122 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 

Other  species  seen  in  January: 

Canada  Goose,  American  Wigeon,  Mallard,  American  Black  Duck,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Wild  Turkey, 
Horned  Grebe,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Bonaparte’s  Gull.  Ring-billed  Gull,  Rock  Pigeon, 
Mourning  Dove,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker, 
Pileated  Woodpecker,  American  Kestrel,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Carolina  Wren,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Northern 
Mockingbird,  European  Starling,  Cedar  Waxwing,  American  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  White-throated  Sparrow,  Dark¬ 
eyed  Junco,  Northern  Cardinal,  House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch,  House  Sparrow. 

Hybrid  report  (not  reviewed  as  per  Statisticians  hybrid  review  policy) 

Redhead  x  Scaup  19  1  Fort  Erie  (Ont)  Pawlicki,  Watson 
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Winter  -  Spring  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Mar.  1  -  May  15:  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Rd.  between  Routes  5  &  20).  Stop 
by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)  and  sharpen 
your  raptor  I.D.  skills!  Contact  Jim  Landau  to  volunteer  as  a 
counter  (716-  941-3869  or  landaujr@gmail.com). 

Mar.  29:  Sat.  Lake  Ontario  Plain.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  751-3637 
or  dannapotter@roadrunner.com.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  at  Tops  Market 
in  Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at 
Route  104,  north  of  Lockport. 

Apr.  9:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Timothy  T.  DePriest,  the  New 
York  State  DEC  Niagara  River  Habitat  Specialist  will  discuss 
“Habitat  Improvement  of  the  Niagara  River  and  the  New  Frog 
Island."  Tim  is  also  Chairman  of  the  Niagara  Greenway 
Ecological  Standing  Committee. 

Apr.  13:  Sun.  April  Bird  Count.  All  BOS  members  should 
participate  in  the  Seventy-eighth  Annual  April  Bird  Count. 
Contact  Compiler:  Holly  Sweeney  at  716-639-0158  or 
holran171@verizon.net 

Apr.  27:  Sun.  Braddock  Bay.  Celebrate  the  40th  Anniversary 
meeting  of  HMANA  and  the  BBRR  annual  hawk  weekend  on 
our  annual  joint  trip,  with  the  Rochester  Bir  ding  Assn.  (RBA). 
Meet  7:30  am  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the 
east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route  104,  north  of  Lockport.  We  will 
stop  at  birding  hotspots  enroute!  If  you  plan  to  drive  on  your 
own,  we  will  meet  the  RBA  group  at  9:30  am  in  the  Braddock 
Bay  Parking  Lot.  (Take  route  18  to  the  Lake  Ontario  State 
Parkway,  exit  for  East  Manitou  Road/Braddock  Bay 
Park).  Leaders:  BOS:  David  Gordon  (716-390-1429, 
dgordonphoto@yahoo.com)  and  RBA:  Bob  Spahn,  who  will 
lead  us  to  Monroe  County  birding  hot  spots. 

May  4:  Sun.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Leader:  Joe  Mitchell 

(josephcmitchell@gmail.com  716-604-7701).  Meet  at  7:30  AM 
in  the  Tifft  parking  lot  on  Furhmann  Blvd.  This  is  a  half-day  trip. 

May  14:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Marcie  Jacklin  will  discuss 
the  results  of  the  BOS  October  Count  and  David  Gordon  will 
discuss  the  results  of  the  BOS  Christmas  Count. 

May  18:  Sun.  May  Bird  Count.  All  BOS  members  should 
participate  in  the  Annual  May  Bird  Count.  Contact  Compiler: 
Robert  DeLeon,  716-626-0325  or  rldeleon@yahoo.  com 

June  11 :  Wed.  Annual  June  Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft  NP 
followed  by  a  short  field  trip  of  the  preserve.  Bring  your  dinner 
and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 


(Top)  Redhead  X  scaup  hybrid  (arrow)  photographed  by  Jim 
Pawlicki  at  Ft.  Erie,  Ontario  on  January  19th,  (Middle)  Short¬ 
eared  Owl  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Lockport  on 
January  30th,  and  (Bottom)  Ross’s  Goose  photographed  by 
Leonard  Manning  at  Port  Colborne  on  January  25th. 
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THE  MONTH:  February 

Joseph  Mitchell 


“Another  ‘Old  fashion’  winter  month”  is  how  the 
National  Weather  Service  describes  this  year’s  February 
weather.  The  average  monthly  temperature  of  19.8 
degrees  Fahrenheit  is  six  and  a  half  degrees  below 
normal  and  was  the  5th  coldest  February  since  records 
moved  to  the  airport  in  1943,  but  no  record  low 
temperatures  were  set.  The  temperature  reached  the 
freezing  mark,  or  above,  on  only  seven  days,  the  fewest 
since  1980  and  half  the  normal  number.  Nearly  half  the 
days  of  the  month,  12  in  total,  recorded  lows  in  the  single 
digits,  double  that  of  an  average  February. 

Snowfall  for  February  totaled  23.3  inches,  six  inches 
above  average,  and  only  two  days  during  the  month  saw 
accumulations  of  more  than  three  inches.  Those  two 
days,  8.8  inches  on  the  5th  and  4.4  inches  on  the  27th, 
account  for  over  half  of  the  total  for  the  month.  The  rest  of 
the  snow  built  up  slowly,  with  at  least  trace  snow  falling 
on  25  of  the  28  possible  days.  The  only  record  set  for  the 
month  was  a  daily  rainfall  record  that  was  broken  on  the 
20th  when  1.13  inches  of  rain  fell  and  eclipsed  the  old 
mark  of  0.73  inches  set  in  1924. 


From  early  January  to  early  March,  area  birders 
reported  sizable  numbers  of  dead  or  dying  waterfowl 
along  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  and  along  the  Niagara 
River.  This  die-off  has  been  attributed  to  natural  mortality 
(starvation)  in  the  face  of  a  very  cold  winter.  Testing  of 
waterfowl  carcasses  by  the  NYSDEC’s  Wildlife  Health 
Unit  showed  no  signs  of  infectious  disease,  while  local 
wildlife  rehabilitation  staff  noted  severe  emaciation  in 
many  of  the  waterfowl  that  were  examined.  This  winter 
die-off  was  not  only  a  local  phenomenon  but  rather  was 
widespread  and  occurred  throughout  the  Great  Lakes 
region. 


How  in  the  vast  expanse  of  the  Great  Lakes  could 
waterfowl  starve  to  death?  It  appears  that  the  prolonged 
cold  spell  was  responsible  for  unusually  large  ice 

coverage  on  the 
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Great  Lakes, 
cutting  off  large 
parts  of  the 
waterfowl  feeding 
area,  that  are 
usually  available  to 
wintering  waterfowl 


in  normal  winters.  With  fewer  and  smaller  open  water 
locations  to  feed,  competition  was  extreme  between  the 
150,00  -  200,000  waterfowl  that  overwinter  in  the  BOS 
study  area.  Waterfowl  were  also  observed  at  unusual 
inland  sites  with  open  water;  several  diving  duck  species 
were  observed  along  the  creek  at  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery, 
other  inland  creeks,  and  retention  ponds  with  which  they 
are  not  normally  associated.  Although  a  detailed  study  on 
waterfowl  mortality  for  this  winter  is  lacking,  one  source  at 
the  DEC  suggested  that  it  could  be  in  the  many  tens  of 
thousands.  The  majority  of  waterfowl  affected  were 
Greater  Scaup  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  both 
species  which  have  healthy  and  stable  populations  and 
are  therefore  unlikely  to  be  adversely  affected  by  a  single 
season  of  high  winter  mortality.  The  National  Weather 
Service  characterized  the  season  as  one  of  “toilsome 
cold”,  no  doubt  area  waterfowl  would  agree. 

Even  with  the  cold  weather,  the  usual  large 
concentrations  of  ducks  were  present  around  Buffalo 
Harbor  this  winter  with  10,000  Greater  Scaup  being 
reported  there  by  Watson  on  the  2nd.  Three  Snow  Geese 
in  Wilson  (Muller)  and  one  Cackling  Goose  in  Cambria 


King  Eider  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Point  Breeze 
on  February  22nd. 


(Thomas)  are 
uncommon  during  the 
winter  months.  King 
Eiders  were  well 
represented  in  the 
BOS  Study  Area  this 
year  with  multiple 
reports  from  Erie 
Basin  Marina,  Fort 
Erie,  Port  Weller,  and 
Point  Breeze.  One 
adult  male  Harlequin 
Duck  made  an 
appearance  along  the 
Bird  Island  Pier  and 
was  observed  by 
several  birders  on  the 
20th  and  21st. 

Single  immature 
Black-crowned  Night 
Herons  were 
observed  on  the  9th  at 
the  Tonawanda  WMA 
and  the  10th  at  the 
Tonawanda  Boat 
Launch  by  Yoerg  and 
Fell,  respectively. 
Snowy  Owl  numbers 
remained  high  with 
21  reports  throughout 
the  BOS  Study  Area. 
Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers  were 
observed  in  several 
locations  and  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers 
were  once  again 
found  wintering  at 
Buckhorn  Island. 
Chipping  Sparrow  is  rare  in  winter  and  one  was  observed 
in  Wilson  on  the  15th  and  16th  by  D’Anna  and  Potter.  Still 
more  uncommon  is  the  quantity  of  Eastern  Towhee 
reports  this  month,  4  in  total,  from  Gowanda  (Evans), 
Springville  (Hoffman),  Freedom  (Roblee),  and  North 
Collins  (Wodehouse).  The  only  signs  of  spring  during 
February  came  in  the  form  of  a  Killdeer  on  the  23rd 
(Humann)  and  increasing  reports  of  Red-winged 
Blackbirds  and  Common  Grackles  during  the  last  week  of 
month. 

I  thank  Mike  Morgante  and  Jim  Pawlicki  for  their 
comments  and  suggestions. 

Literature  cited: 

DiTommaso,  D.,  Suggs,  D.,  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records 
Database.  1964-2011 

Buffalo  National  Weather  Service:  http:// 
www.wbuf.noaa.aov/ 

DEC  Bulletin,  03/28/2014,  http://content.aovdeliverv.com/ 
accounts/NYSDEC/bulletins/ada9d3 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Rough-legged  Hawk  and  Common  Raven 


photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Lockport  and  Tonawanda  on 
February  12th  and  22nd  respectively,  Ring-necked  X  scaup 
hybrid  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Squaw  Island  on 
February  20th,  and  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  photographed  by 
Sue  Barth  at  Pt.  Breeze  on  February  17th, 
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(Top)  Great  Horned  Owl  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  on  February  6th;  Sue  writes,  This  is 
the  male  and  the  female  was  on  the  nest.  Sadly,  the  nest 
was  blown  down  and  eggs  broken  a  couple  of  weeks  later 
during  a  very  heavy  wind  and  rain  storm’  and  (Below)  a 
Varied  Thrush  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Grimsby, 
Ontario  on  February  4th. 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Northern  Pintail,  Snow  Buntings,  Lapland 
Longspur,  and  Northern  Shrike  photographed  by  Sue  Barth 
at  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  (6th),  Batavia  (9th),  Batavia  (9th), 
and  Grimsby,  Ontario  (4th)  respectively. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

EsJamary 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Snow  Goose 

22 

3 

Wilson 

Muller 

Cackling  Goose 

15 

1 

Cambria 

Thomas 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

Lewiston 

Morse 

u 

1,  16 

5,  5 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

ft 

4;  15 

2;  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Leenders;  Watson 

it 

23 

1 

Olcott 

Sharon 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

60 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Rose-Burney 

u 

1;  2 

5;  1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson;  Yoerg 

it 

2,  17 

12,  29 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

tt 

10 

127 

Grand  1. 

Thomas 

tt 

15 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

tt 

22F 

7 

Cambria 

Lewis 

Wood  Duck 

19F 

1 

Wilson 

Muller 

tt 

22 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Pawlicki,  Guthrie  et  al 

Gadwall 

2,  17 

10,8 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

2;  6 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson;  Salembier 

American  Black  Duck 

1 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

tt 

2 

38 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

tt 

10 

3 

Pembroke 

Beattie 

Northern  Shoveler 

3 

2 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Leenders 

Northern  Pintail 

3  -  13 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Hess,  Barth,  Morien  et  al 

ft 

24 

1 

East  Amherst 

Lewis 

Green-winged  Teal 

23F 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Sharon 

Canvasback 

17 

1500 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Fell 

tt 

24 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

Redhead 

1 

21 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

ft 

1;  20 

66;  226 

Buffalo 

Watson 

tt 

2;  23 

67;  54 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

tt 

15 

22 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

tt 

18,  22 

4,6 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

9 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mashburn 

tt 

20 

1 

Buffalo 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

tt 

22 

3 

Point  Breeze 

J&A  Healy 

Greater  Scaup 

1;  2 

3000;10000 

Buffalo 

Watson 

tt 

17 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

tt 

24 

5 

Delaware  Park 

Humann 

Lesser  Scaup 

2;  19 

82;  30 

Tonawanda 

Watson;  Hess 

tt 

20 

30 

Buffalo 

Watson 

tt 

21 

64 

North  Buffalo 

Humann 

tt 

22 

5 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

tt 

23 

15 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Humann 

King  Eider 

2 

1  im  fern 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

tt 

2;  2-20 

2;  1  jm  m 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin;  Pawlicki  et  al 

2 

1  ad  m 

Port  Weller(Ont) 

K&W  Konze 

22 

2  m  +  1  f 

Point  Breeze 

Morien,  Pawlicki  et  al 

Harlequin  Duck 

20;  21 

1  ad  m 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Barth,  Watson;  Morien,  Barth 

20 


Species 

February 

Number 

Location 

Qbserver(s) 

Surf  Scoter 

2;  6,  20 

1;  2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg;  Pawlicki,  Watson 

u 

3;  23 

1;  1 

Squaw  1. 

Brenner;  Humann,  Bacher 

M 

12 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

it 

22 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Morse 

White-winged  Scoter 

2 

32 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Watson 

ii 

11;  15 

6;  17 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lazarczyk;  Watson 

ii 

20 

118 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

ii 

23 

35 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Humann,  Fell 

ii 

25 

239 

Point  Breeze 

Watson 

Black  Scoter 

14 

1  f 

Point  Breeze 

Morien;  Beattie 

Long-tailed  Duck 

11;  12;  15 

6;  1;  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lazarczyk;  Goetz;  Watson 

a 

20 

143 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Bufflehead 

1,  20 

1000,  880 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

1,  20 

1300,  2950 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Barrow’s  Goldeneve 

17 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Barth 

Hooded  Merganser 

12 

68 

Tonawanda  1. 

Watson 

ii 

15;  20 

14;  21 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Leenders  et  al 

Common  Merganser 

2,  17 

1860,  2750 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

ii 

17 

5 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

II 

20 

1020 

Buffalo 

Watson 

II 

20 

1543 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Leenders 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

2;  20 

1000;  570 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

ii 

16;  22 

2;  5 

Amherst  SP 

Jones;  Noll 

ii 

17,  20 

16,  21 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

ii 

19 

120 

Tonawanda 

Hess 

ii 

24 

34 

Delaware  Park 

Humann 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Red-throated  Loon 

2 

2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

ii 

3 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki  et  al 

ci 

24 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

Common  Loon 

2 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Leenders 

ii 

16 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Leenders 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Leenders 

ii 

13 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sedgwick 

Horned  Grebe 

4;  15 

i;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Leenders;  Pawlicki,  Watson 

ii 

14 

2 

Shadigee 

Morien 

ii 

20 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pawlicki 

ii 

24 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1;  2 

1;  i 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry;  Leenders 

ii 

2 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki  et  al 

ii 

4;  15 

i;  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Leenders;  Watson,  Pawlicki 

ii 

10 

i 

Squaw  1. 

Lazarczyk 

ii 

14 

i 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon 

ii 

23 

4 

Tonawanda 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

1 

4 

Buffalo 

Watson 

u 

2;  13 

12;  30 

Tonawanda 

Watson;  Sedgwick 

ii 

15 

70 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

1 

24 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

ii 

1,  11 

26,  30 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

ii 

2,  23 

38,  97 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

9 

1  imm 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

ii 

10 

1 

Tonawanda 

Fell 

Black  Vulture 

2 

2 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Wood 

ii 

25 

9 

Lewiston 

Thomas 

Turkey  Vulture 

2 

1 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Wood 

ii 

25 

8 

Lewiston 

Thomas 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

2 

South  Dayton 

Goetz 

it 

8;  10 

35;  25 

Point  Gratiot 

Suggs;  J&K  Landau,  Rew 

ii 

12 

7 

Lower  Niagara  River 

Gralak 

ii 

15;  17 

40;  53 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz,  Watson;  VerHague 

ii 

17 

2  ad  +  n 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

ii 

2-24 

1 

BOS  territory 

8  other  reports 

Northern  Harrier 

12 

1 

Shelby 

Morien 

21 


Species 

FefrrggfY 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

a 

14;  25 

1;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beattie;  Watson 

a 

14 

1 

Wilson 

Beattie 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

9 

1 

Darien  Lakes  SP 

Morien,  Barth 

a 

14 

2 

RT  Peterson  Institute 

Kruitbosch 

a 

14,  15 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Zebehazy 

a 

20 

1 

Batavia 

Light 

it 

23 

1 

South  Valley 

Pawlicki 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1;  15 

i;  i 

South  Dayton 

Goetz;  Berry 

it 

2 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Goetz 

ti 

12 

1  light 

Lockport 

Barth 

American  Coot 

6;  17 

2;  5 

Tonawanda 

Salembier;  Watson 

a 

15;  20 

109;  102 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Leenders 

Killdeer 

23F 

1 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Humann 

Herring  Gull 

12 

5000 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna 

Iceland  Gull 

6 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

a 

8;  15 

1;  6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  Watson 

ti 

23 

2 

Squaw  1. 

Humann,  Pawlicki,  Watson 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

12;  24 

2;  5 

Goat  1. 

Salembier;  Gainey 

Glaucous  Gull 

6;  20 

11;  7 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki,  Salembier;  Watson 

ti 

8;  15 

4;  5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  Watson 

a 

12 

9 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna 

it 

23 

5 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Humann 

it 

23 

10 

Tonawanda 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

ti 

24 

20 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

12 

308 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna 

ti 

20 

150 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Leenders 

Snowy  Owl 

4;  10 

3;  2 

North  Collins 

Salembier;  J&K  Landau,  Rew 

ii 

8 

3 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Highcock,  Hampson 

tt 

8 

2 

Niagara  Falls  Airport 

Utech 

if 

13 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Brenner 

ii 

15 

2 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Humann 

a 

15 

2 

Langford 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

ii 

15 

2 

Cambria 

Mellas 

tt 

1  -30 

1 

BOS  territory 

13  other  reports 

Barred  Owl 

9 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

it 

23 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Short-eared  Owl 

2;  6;  9 

9;  13;  12 

Cambria 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Fell;  Humann 

it 

9 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

McIntyre 

tt 

9 

6 

Royalton 

McIntyre 

tt 

9 

6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

ii 

17 

3 

Shelby 

Barth 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

17 

1 

Campden  (Ont) 

Smith 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

4-9 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Sankey,  Grassie 

ii 

8-12 

1 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

it 

16 

1 

Burt 

Humann 

ii 

26 

1 

South  Valley 

Pawlicki 

Merlin 

3 

1 

Buffalo 

Brenner 

it 

11 

1 

Elba 

Barth 

it 

13 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Sharon 

ii 

16 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

ii 

16 

1 

Wilson 

Humann 

Peregrine  Falcon 

2 

1  ad 

Cambria 

D’Anna,  Potter 

it 

3 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Leenders 

it 

9 

1 

Basom 

Morien 

tt 

12 

1 

S.  bridge,  Grand  1. 

Humann 

it 

23 

1 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Humann 

Northern  Shrike 

4 

1 

North  Collins 

Salembier 

it 

10 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

J&K  Landau,  Rew 

it 

13 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

14 

1 

Lyndonville 

C&T  Morien 

tt 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beattie 

tt 

14 

1 

Somerset 

Beattie 

ti 

17 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Sharon 

Common  Raven 

2 

2 

Campden  (Ont) 

K&W  Konze 

22 


Specie? 

February 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

14 

3 

1 

Darien  Lakes  SP 

Mitchell 

U 

11  -23 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

(( 

12 

2 

East  Concord 

J&K  Landau 

M 

16 

1 

Cambria 

Gall 

(( 

17;  21 

2:2 

Tonawanda 

Watson;  Barth,  Morien 

(C 

22 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Morse 

Horned  Lark 

11,  15 

50,  70 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

12,  14 

15,  39 

Medina 

Morien 

M 

14 

25 

Wilson 

Beattie 

14 

15 

45 

South  Dayton 

Berry 

Winter  Wren 

6 

1 

East  Aurora 

Rose-Burney 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

5 

Welland  Canal  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

ii 

3 

2 

Cheektowaga 

Salembier 

ii 

4 

11 

North  Collins 

Salembier 

ii 

4,  23 

2,3 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

ii 

17 

4 

Como  Park 

Morgante 

ii 

20 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

ii 

23 

2 

Aurora 

Holmes 

Lapland  Longspur 

9 

2 

Batavia 

Barth 

ii 

11,  15 

2,2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

ii 

12 

12 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

it 

15 

5 

South  Dayton 

Berry 

Snow  Bunting 

9 

30 

Batavia 

Barth 

ii 

11,  15 

475,  440 

Bethany 

Beattie 

it 

12;  14 

4500:5000 

Wilson 

D’Anna:  Beattie 

ic 

14 

52 

Medina 

C&T  Morien 

ii 

14 

80 

Lyndonville 

C&T  Morien 

ii 

14 

315 

Yates 

Beattie 

ii 

15 

350 

South  Dayton 

Berry 

it 

28 

40 

Pembroke 

Beattie 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

1;  13 

6;  3 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Coleman:  Fell 

Eastern  Towhee 

1-10 

1 

Gowanda(f) 

Evans 

it 

6 

1 

Springville(f) 

Hoffman 

ii 

14 

1 

Freedom 

Roblee 

it 

15 

2 

North  Collins 

Wodehouse 

Chipping  Sparrow 

15,  16 

1,  1 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

1  -  19 

2-3 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

ii 

3 

8 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6;  16,  26 

12:8,7 

Tonawanda 

Mitchell;  Watson 

ii 

20 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Hauser 

ii 

23 

1 

Newfane 

Sharon 

14 

24 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Humann 

II 

24 

1 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

II 

27 

5 

Lancaster  (f) 

Morgante 

Common  Grackle 

2 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

ii 

22 

1 

Manila 

Holmes 

ii 

24 

1 

East  Amherst 

Lewis 

14 

27 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

11 

10 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell 

ii 

12 

12 

Niag.-o-t-Lake  (Ont) 

Gralak 

Purple  Finch 

15 

14 

Wales  (f) 

Sheldon 

ii 

19 

12 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date): 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 

Hybrid  report  (not  reviewed  as  per  Statisticians  hybrid  review  policy) 

R-necked  Duck  X  Scaup  20_ 1 m_ Squaw  I. Pawlicki 


122 

4 

126 
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Winter  -  Spring  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Mar.  1  -  May  15:  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Rd.  between  Routes  5  &  20).  Stop 
by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)  and  sharpen 
your  raptor  I.D.  skills!  Contact  Jim  Landau  to  volunteer  as  a 
counter  (716-  941-3869  or  landaujr@gmail.comL 

Mar.  29:  Sat.  Lake  Ontario  Plain.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  751-3637 
or  dannapotter@roadrunner.com.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  at  Tops  Market 
in  Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at 
Route  104,  north  of  Lockport. 

Apr.  9:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Timothy  T.  DePriest,  the  New 
York  State  DEC  Niagara  River  Habitat  Specialist  will  discuss 
“Habitat  Improvement  of  the  Niagara  River  and  the  New  Frog 
Island.”  Tim  is  also  Chairman  of  the  Niagara  Greenway 
Ecological  Standing  Committee. 

Apr.  13:  Sun.  April  Bird  Count.  All  BOS  members  should 
participate  in  the  Seventy-eighth  Annual  April  Bird  Count. 
Contact  Compiler:  Holly  Sweeney  at  716-639-0158  or 
holran171@verizon.net 

Apr.  27:  Sun.  Braddock  Bay.  Celebrate  the  40th  Anniversary 
meeting  of  HMANA  and  the  BBRR  annual  hawk  weekend  on 
our  annual  joint  trip,  with  the  Rochester  Birding  Assn.  (RBA). 
Meet  7:30  am  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the 
east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route  104,  north  of  Lockport.  We  will 
stop  at  birding  hotspots  enroute!  If  you  plan  to  drive  on  your 
own,  we  will  meet  the  RBA  group  at  9:30  am  in  the  Braddock 
Bay  Parking  Lot.  (Take  route  18  to  the  Lake  Ontario  State 
Parkway,  exit  for  East  Manitou  Road/Braddock  Bay 
Park).  Leaders:  BOS:  David  Gordon  (716-390-1429, 
dgordonphoto@yahoo.comt  and  RBA:  Bob  Spahn,  who  will 
lead  us  to  Monroe  County  birding  hot  spots. 

May  4:  Sun.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Leader:  Joe  Mitchell 

(josephcmitchell@gmail.com  716-604-7701).  Meet  at  7:30  AM 
in  the  Tifft  parking  lot  on  Furhmann  Blvd.  This  is  a  half-day  trip. 

May  14:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Marcie  Jacklin  will  discuss 
the  results  of  the  BOS  October  Count  and  David  Gordon  will 
discuss  the  results  of  the  BOS  Christmas  Count. 

May  18:  Sun.  May  Bird  Count.  All  BOS  members  should 
participate  in  the  Annual  May  Bird  Count.  Contact  Compiler: 
Robert  DeLeon,  716-626-0325  or  rldeleon@yahoo.  com 

June  11 :  Wed.  Annual  June  Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft  NP 
followed  by  a  short  field  trip  of  the  preserve.  Bring  your  dinner 
and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 


Noteworthy  Records  Database  - 
Another  Update  Available 

David  F.  Suggs 

The  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records  Database,  originally  compiled 
by  Dean  DiTommaso  circa  1988,  has  been  updated  and  is  current 
through  December  2013.  The  number  of  NOTEWORTHY 
RECORDS  published  in  the  Prothonotary  from  1964  to  2013  is 
now  over  103,000. 

I  have  compiled  the  records  to  a  Microsoft  Access  database  and 
a  Excel  2010  file,  and  uploaded  these  files  to  a  folder  on  the 
Dropbox  storage  website.  Records  can  be  accessed  by  sending 
me  an  email  at  DSuggs@buffaloornithologicalsociety.org.  Dropbox 
will  reply  with  an  email  link  to  the  files. 

For  spreadsheet  users  -  the  Excel  2010  file  should  make  the 
records  more  accessible  for  those  who  do  not  use  the  more 
involved  Access  software.  The  Excel  file  on  Dropbox  has  been 
formatted  as  a  table,  which  simplifies  filtering  and  selecting 
records. 

As  in  the  past,  I  will  be  glad  to  provide  selected  records  to  assist 
any  researchers. 


'Jorthern  Flicker  photographed  by  a  new  BOS  member,  Alex 
Nickifortchuk,  at  Lewiston  on  March  11th. 
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THE  MONTH:  March 

Tim  Baird 


March  2014  was  a  month  of  weather  superlatives,  if 
you  appreciate  an  extended  winter.  A  snowy,  cold  winter 
continued  its  grip  on  the  region.  That  is  not  news  to  most 
of  the  residents  of  western  New  York  and  adjacent 
Ontario. 

According  to  the  National  Weather  Service,  the 
average  temperature  was  26.7°  F  or  7.3°  F  below  normal, 
making  it  the  8th  coldest  March  on  record.  A  low  of  -3°  F 
on  March  4th  tied  a  record  for  the  date.  There  were  seven 
days  of  temperatures  with  single  digits  or  below 
surpassing  the  normal  number  by  5  days.  Precipitation 
was  slightly  below  average;  however  24.5  inches  of 
measureable  snow  nearly  doubled  the  normal  snowfall 
amount  for  March.  A  widespread  snow  storm  with  high 
winds  brought  blizzard  conditions  and  left  a  foot  or  more 
of  snow  on  the  12th ,  which  was  a  record  for  the  date,  and 
the  storm  produced  the  highest  single  day’s  snow 
accumulation  for  the  entire  season.  Thomas'  summary 
from  the  National  Weather  Service  noted  that  “Behind  this 
system  a  typical  roller  coaster  of  temperatures  occurred 
through  the  end  of  the  month,  though  the  number  of 
below  normal  days  outweighed  the  above  normal  days 
about  3  to  1 The  stormy  conditions  aside,  sunshine  was 
above  normal  with  15  days  being  mostly  sunny.  Lake 
Erie  remained  ice  covered  at  its  eastern  end  throughout 
the  month. 

The  weather  definitely  had  an  impact  on  birds,  and, 
no  doubt,  on  birders.  A  frozen  Lake  Erie  forced  many 
wintering  waterfowl  to  move  elsewhere  or  starve,  which 
occurred  on  both  accounts.  The  Noteworthy  records 
show  large  numbers  of  diving  ducks  on  the  Niagara  River 
and  other  open  water  locations  away  from  Lake  Erie 
including  Chautauqua  Lake  and  the  holding  ponds  at  the 
Batavia  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant.  D’Anna’s  and 
Watson’s  reports  of  hundreds  of  Common  Mergansers 
and  Red-breasted  Mergansers  on  the  6th  and  17th  from 
Tonawanda  are  exceptional  numbers.  Observers  in 
Chautauqua  County  indicated  that  Red-breasted 
Mergansers  were  particularly  hard  hit  by  the  cold  and  ice- 
25  The  Month  covered  Lake  Erie. 

Tim  Baird  Mitchell  wrote  a 

27  Noteworthy  Records  n'ce  summary  of 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians  ^is  situation  in  the 

32  Calendar  March  2014  issue 

of  The 


Prothonotary  (Volume  80,  No.  3).  Reports  of  Bald  Eagles 
at  Dunkirk  Harbor  (Watson,  et.  al.)  and  Point  Gratiot 
(Purcell)  early  in  the  month  showed  unusually  large 
numbers  for  one  location.  This  congregation  of  eagles 


(Top)  Snowy  Owl  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Dayton  on 
March  10th  and  (Bottom)  Northern  Shrike  photographed  by 
Sue  Barth  at  Kendall  on  March  21st. 


was  likely  preying  on 
and  scavenging 
nutritionally 
weakened  and  dead 
waterfowl. 

The  season’s 
irruption  of  Snowy 
Owls  into  the 
northeast  did  not 
miss  the  B.O.S.  study 
area.  The  numbers 
reported  by  Pawlicki 
(11)  and  D’Anna  (12) 
for  the  Lewiston 
Reservoir  on  the  15th 
and  1 7th  respectively, 
represent  the  highest 
occurrence  for  Snowy 
Owls  at  one  location 
in  the  B.O.S.  data 
base.  Single  digit 
numbers  for  Snowy 
Owls  in  the  study 
area  are  the  usual, 
and  the  only  other 
double  digit  record 
was  10  in  Buffalo 
during  January  of 
1992  (Collins  et.  a/.). 
Bird  watchers 
throughout  the  area 
had  a  reasonable 
opportunity  to  enjoy 
this  northern  owl. 
Even  Allegany  State 
Park  had  a  Snowy 
Owl  in  December 
2013  (Tom  LeBlanc, 
personal 

occurrence  for  this 

The  hawk  watches  at  Ripley  and  Hamburg  continue 
to  document  March’s  significant  Turkey  Vulture  flight. 
Ripley  Hawkwatch  recorded  the  only  in  transit  Black 
Vultures  on  the  19th  and  25th.  The  data  over  the  last  ten 
seasons  (Hawk  Watch  Migration  Association  of  North 
America  web  site:  www.hmana.org)  at  Hamburg  and 
Ripley  show  few  Black  Vultures  are  recorded  in  March. 
During  the  ten  years,  Hamburg  has  had  two  Black 
Vultures  in  March  and  Ripley  has  had  four  in  March,  three 
of  those  four  were  this  year.  The  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  in 
the  last  ten  entire  migration  seasons  has  a  total  of  six 
Black  Vultures.  During  the  same  period,  Ripley 
Hawkwatch  has  totaled  24  Black  Vultures,  21  of  which 
have  occurred  in  the  last  five  years.  There  is  an  obvious 
trend  toward  an  increase  in  Black  Vultures  through 
Ripley.  One  wonders  what  path  the  Black  Vultures  travel 
after  passing  the  Ripley  Hawkwatch  as  they  are  not 
recorded  at  Hamburg  in  similar  numbers.  The  lower 
Niagara  River  appears  to  have  established  a  wintering 
population.  Yoerg’s  observation  of  two  Black  Vultures  in 
Lewiston  on  the  9th  indicated  their  continued  wintering 
presence  along  the  lower  Niagara  River.  The  southern 
tier  away  from  Lake  Erie,  as  yet,  has  not  participated  in 
the  Black  Vulture  story. 


Ospreys  returned  to  nesting  territories  at  the 
Allegheny  Reservoir  and  the  Conewango  Swamp  Wildlife 
Management  Area  in  the  southern  tier  late  in  the  month 
and  were  first  seen  at  the  hawk  watches  about  the  same 
time.  Red-tailed  and  Red-shouldered  Hawks  made  good 
showings  at  the  hawk  watches  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
month. 

Many  arrivals  in  March  were  one  to  two  weeks  behind 
their  expected  showing  as  the  cold  weather  had  an  effect 
on  their  northern  migrations.  One  apparent  example  of 
the  late  arrival  of  an  expected  species  is  illustrated  by  the 
Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club’s  annual  field  trip  to  view 
waterfowl  migration  through  the  county  in  late  March. 

This  year’s  excursion  on  March  29th  found  no  Wilson’s 
Snipe,  which  is  atypical  as  they  are  usually  recorded  in 
good  numbers  on  this  trip.  This  parallels  a  general  lack  of 
shorebird  reports  in  the  Noteworthy  records.  Similarly, 
Tree  Swallows  were  noticeably  reduced  in  numbers  from 
previous  years’  experiences  on  the  Cattaraugus  County 
field  trip.  Eastern  Meadowlarks  went  unreported  until  the 
last  week  of  the  month  which  suggests  this  species’ 
return  to  the  study  area  was  delayed  by  inclement 
conditions. 

Common  Ravens  show  a  continued  presence  north 
of  their  traditional  stronghold  in  the  southern  tier.  Gainey’s 
sighting  of  a  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  at  Goat  Island  on  the 
6th,  and  Humann’s  observation  of  two  at  Buckhorn  Island, 
on  the  7th,  suggest  possible  wintering  birds  as  this 
species  was  also  present  at  Buckhorn  Island  in  February. 
The  only  other  warbler  species  was  a  Pine  Warbler  at 
South  Valley  State  Forest  observed  by  Kruitbosch  on 
March  27th.  Like  the  Yellow-rumped  Warbler,  the  Pine 
Warbler  is  a  hardy  species  that  typically  arrives  early  in 
the  spring  migration. 

A  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  on  the  23rd  observed  in 
Jamestown  by  Berry  and  Watts  is  the  first  March  record  in 
the  B.O.S.  study  area,  and  this  sighting  surpasses  the 
earliest  record  in  the  Data  Base  (April  28,  1990)  by  more 
than  a  month.  Berry’s  nicely  detailed  verification  noted, 
“The  bird’s  chest  and  sides  were  finely  streaked.  The 
breast  and  flanks  were  buffy  colored  but  the  throat  and 
belly  were  white.  The  crown  was  brown  with  a  gray 
median  crown  stripe.  There  was  no  conspicuous  central 
spot.  From  the  back  the  tail  was  unnotched  and  brown. 

On  the  face,  there  appeared  to  be  a  line  from  the  back  of 
the  eye  bordering  brown  ear  coverts  with  a  gray 
supercilium  above  the  line.”  Berry  included  a  comparison 
eliminating  several  confusing  species. 

Despite  hosting  the  spring  equinox,  March  this  year 
was  mostly  winter.  Perhaps  the  Snowy  Owls  we  all 
enjoyed  this  season  brought  some  solace  and  a  welcome 
distraction  from  snow  removal.  I  want  to  thank  Mike 
Morgante  for  reviewing  this  article  and  David  Suggs  for 
information  from  the  B.O.S.  data  base. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


March 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

22 

6 

Basom 

Morien,  Yoerg 

u 

28 

1 

Alexander 

Dart 

u 

29 

5 

Somerset 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

a 

31 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien 

Snow  Goose 

9 

1 

Fredonia 

VerHague 

M 

10 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

It 

19 

23 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

U 

19;  22 

26;  48 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson;  D’Anna  et  al 

« 

20,  29 

255,  48 

Shelby 

Morien 

U 

22 

48 

Lyndonville 

Ewald 

M 

23 

200 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

a 

28 

350 

Yates 

D’Anna 

u 

28 

60 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

29 

41 

Somerset 

Morien 

Cackling  Goose 

1 

1 

Dunkirk 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

M 

14 

10 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

U 

14,  27 

1,  14 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

It 

16;  22 

6;  3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg;  D’Anna 

it 

25 

7 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

M 

27 

14 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

29 

5 

Somerset 

Watson,  D’Anna  (BOS) 

Canada  Goose 

22 

10000 

Iraq.  NWR  &  Ton.  WMA 

Morien 

Mute  Swan 

10 

5 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Tundra  Swan 

14 

188 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Barth;  Humann 

M 

14 

325 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

It 

23 

160 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

a 

24 

490 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Purcell 

u 

28;  29 

165;  131 

Hartland 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Watson 

it 

29 

163 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

u 

31 

364 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Wood  Duck 

9 

1 

Tonawanda 

Barth 

a 

14 

1 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

it 

24 

66 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Purcell 

Gadwall 

14F 

2 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

M 

15 

4 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

it 

15 

2 

Newstead 

Watson 

It 

28 

24 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

American  Wigeon 

24 

115 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Purcell 

It 

26 

30 

Alexander 

Dart 

It 

28 

125 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

American  Black  Duck 

1 

22 

Dunkirk 

Watson 

u 

16 

10 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

it 

29 

50 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Chapman 

Blue-winged  Teal 

18F 

10 

Jamestown  Audubon  Soc. 

Reynolds 

u 

22 

3 

Stockton 

G&R  Lazarczyk 

Northern  Shoveler 

11 F 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Berry 

it 

15 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

27 
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March 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

ft 

15 

3 

Newstead 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

11 F 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

u 

24 

170 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Purcell 

Green-winged  Teal 

1 

1 

Dunkirk 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

M 

10 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

If 

18 

20 

Jamestown  Audubon  Soc. 

Reynolds 

ft 

28 

35 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Canvasback 

1 

142 

Dunkirk 

Watson 

a 

8 

15 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

u 

8-29 

1  -3 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

16 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

u 

25 

37 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

Redhead 

1 

108 

Dunkirk 

Watson 

u 

10,  28 

18,  80 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

tf 

16,  23 

20,  26 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

Ring-necked  Duck 

11 F  -  18 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

m 

16;  19 

2;  2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg;  Watson 

u 

23;  28 

61;  150 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie;  Lawrence 

a 

28 

450 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Greater  Scaup 

8 

26 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

ft 

8 

1000 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

u 

8-23 

1  -2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ft 

10F,  13 

4,  10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

14 

Delaware  Park 

Humann 

M 

6;  17 

4;  3 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

ft 

8-16 

1  -3 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

a 

23 

12 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

King  Eider 

2 

1  ad  m 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

ft 

8 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Wood 

u 

8;  14 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Wood;  D’Anna 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

ft 

1 

2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

ft 

2 

1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

tt 

28,  29 

1,  1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

if 

29 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

14 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

tt 

1;  3;  9 

38;  6;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Goetz;  Holmes 

it 

3 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

M.  Tetlow 

Black  Scoter 

2 

1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

tt 

3;  7 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  Barth,  Pawlicki 

i< 

29 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Rose-Burney 

Long-tailed  Duck 

1 

20 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

tt 

25 

12 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Bufflehead 

5 

6 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

tt 

5 

2 

Batavia 

Dart,  Beattie 

it 

8 

12 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

tt 

8 

150 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

tt 

23 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

if 

25,  28 

7 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

Common  Goldeneye 

8,  18 

650,  350 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

tt 

25 

11 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

ft 

16,  23 

12,  6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

23 

Dunkirk 

Watson 

tt 

8 

29 

North  Tonawanda 

Watson 

tt 

19 

28 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

tt 

29 

50 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Chapman 

Common  Merganser 

1 

720 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

tt 

6,  17 

1230,  1950 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

tt 

23 

45 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

5,  10 

11,  11 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

tt 

6,  17 

390,  820 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

ft 

8 

11 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

tt 

16 

15 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

28 


Species 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

u 

23 

ii 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

a 

22 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

u 

23 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

u 

29 

8 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Chapman 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

2 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

u 

5-11 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann  et  al 

Common  Loon 

18F 

1 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

ii 

28 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

u 

29 

3 

Shadigee  &  Yates 

Watson,  Zebehazy  (BOS) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

15F 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Horned  Grebe 

11 

25 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

M 

15 

6 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

II 

23 

1 

Williamsville 

Baczkiewicz 

Red-necked  Grebe 

6,  9,  17 

1 

Tonawanda 

Salembier,  Watson 

u 

10 

10 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

M 

14 

2 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

M 

19 

3  ad  m 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Barth 

II 

28;  29 

3;  21 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna;  Watson  (BOS) 

(1 

29 

26 

Yates  &  Shadigee 

D’Anna,  Watson  (BOS) 

a 

31 

420 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

1;  29 

52;  200 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Shrader 

u 

1, 25 

18,  33 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

ii 

5,  16 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

<i 

10 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

16 

1 

Fredonia 

Berry 

M 

27 

18 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

17,  27 

32,  86 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

28F 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

« 

29 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Chapman 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

6 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

u 

18,  27 

4,  13 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black  Vulture 

9 

2 

Lewiston 

Yoerg 

u 

19,  25 

2,  1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Turkey  Vulture 

IF 

1 

East  Concord 

Barth 

M 

25,  31 

1525,  2256 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

II 

27;  31 

1015;  930 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau;  Chilton  et  al 

Osprey 

27F 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Carlo 

u 

28 

1 

Hamburg 

Morien 

a 

28 

2 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

M 

29 

2 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Chapman 

Bald  Eagle 

1;  2;  8 

44;  16;  38 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson, Pawlicki;  Goetz;  Berry 

ii 

5 

42 

Point  Gratiot 

Purcell 

M 

9 

10 

Porter 

Yoerg 

U 

18 

6 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau,  Bacher 

U 

29 

6 

Allegany  SP 

Chapman 

M 

29 

7 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Chapman 

Northern  Harrier 

16 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Yoerg 

ii 

19,  25 

3,  3 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

27 

8 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Northern  Goshawk 

19 

1 

Youngstown 

Ewald 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

1 

Evans 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

u 

11 F 

1 

Alden 

Mitchell 

a 

19 

5 

Newfane  &  Wilson 

D'Anna 

a 

21;  31 

24;  104 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson;  Chilton  et  al 

u 

21,  31 

24,  26 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

10,  25 

36,  55 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

u 

21;  31 

63;  62 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson;  Chilton  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1 

7 

South  Dayton 

VerHague 

u 

7 

10 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sharon 

a 

10 

3 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

a 

16 

4 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Yoerg 

ii 

18 

6 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau  et  al 

American  Coot 

1;  29 

212;  200 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Shrader 

29 


Species 

March 

Number 

location 

Observer^) 

M 

7F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Sharon 

Sandhill  Crane 

21F 

5 

Stockton 

Slate 

(i 

22 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

M 

23;  25 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Tucker;  Hess 

if 

26 

2 

Fredonia 

Ziemba 

U 

31 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Hess 

Killdeer 

5 

1 

Brocton 

Lazarczyk 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

23F 

1 

Stockton 

VerHague 

U 

26 

2 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

American  Woodcock 

14F 

1 

Forestville 

VerHague 

u 

22 

1 

Royalton 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

22 

4 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Coleman 

u 

22 

8 

Artpark  SP 

Frauen 

u 

29 

100 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Shrader 

M 

29 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Chapman 

Little  Gull 

22 

1 

Artpark  SP 

Frauen 

if 

26;  28 

5;  11 

Lewiston 

Hess;  Sharon 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

u 

5 

11 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Purcell 

M 

29 

2 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

M 

1;  8 

9;  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  Pawlicki;  Blodgett 

M 

6 

3 

Goat  1. 

Gainey 

U 

8,  31 

1, 1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Glaucous  Gull 

1;  2;  5 

18;  10;  13 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson:  Goetz;  Purcell 

M 

1;  13 

30;  12 

Buffalo 

Watson,  Pawlicki;  Humann 

it 

3;  9;  21 

2;  9;  3 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson;  Fell;  Watson 

u 

14,  21 

1,2 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Hess 

u 

17 

1 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

it 

27;  29 

6;  4 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Brenner;  Sharon 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

M 

10 

1 

South  Dayton 

Barth 

ii 

15;  17 

11;  12 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki;  D’Anna 

it 

18;  23 

2;  2 

N.  Collins 

Zebehazy;  Carbone 

u 

29 

1 

Yates 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

u 

29 

1 

Lyndonville 

Morien,  Barth  (BOS) 

Long-eared  Owl 

27 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

6 

Cambria 

Gall 

M 

11;  22 

1;  2 

Royalton 

Barth;  D’Anna,  Potter 

«( 

26 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Fell 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

14 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Kerr 

M 

18,19,27 

1, 1, 1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

3,  26 

1, 1 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

u 

24 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

American  Kestrel 

28 

7 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Merlin 

5 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

u 

23 

1 

Buffalo 

Coleman 

ii 

27 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

a 

28 

1 

Yates 

D’Anna 

u 

28 

1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

u 

31 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Peregrine  Falcon 

15,  25 

1,  1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

a 

28 

1 

South  Grand  1.  bridge 

Hess 

Eastern  Phoebe 

24  F 

1 

Olean 

Purcell 

u 

29 

1 

Almond 

Beaudry 

Northern  Shrike 

11 

2 

Porter 

Sharon 

w 

14,  29 

2,2 

Yates 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

29 

2 

Lyndonville 

Morien 

Common  Raven 

1  -25 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

5 

2 

Alden 

Mitchell 

(i 

8 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Wood 

u 

9 

2 

Portland 

Mosher 

a 

21 

2 

Somerset 

Ewald 

it 

21,  30 

1 

Tonawanda 

Salembier,  Watson 
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Species 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observers! 

M 

21 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

(1 

28 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Homed  Lark 

5,  14 

39,  20 

Bethany 

Beattie 

M 

7 

3 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

Tree  Swallow 

29F 

4 

Allegany  SP 

Chapman 

M 

31 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Winter  Wren 

26F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Hardenburg 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

29F 

2 

TifftNP 

Dye 

American  Pipit 

29F 

2 

Lyndonville 

Barth  (BOS) 

u 

31 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Humann 

Lapland  Longspur 

6 

3 

Porter 

Sharon 

M 

31 

2 

Carlton 

D’Anna 

Snow  Bunting 

5,  14 

150,  450 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

19 

25 

Middlebury 

Beattie 

M 

31 

75 

Carlton 

D’Anna 

a 

31 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Pine  Warbler 

27F 

1 

South  Valley  SF 

Kruitbosch 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

6 

1 

Goat  1. 

Gainey 

m 

7 

2 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

Eastern  Towhee 

27;  29 

1 

TifftNP 

Barth;  Rising,  Meyer 

a 

30 

1 

Alden 

Mitchell 

M 

31 

1 

SUNY  College  Lodge 

Kruitbosch 

Fox  Sparrow 

24  F 

1 

Olean 

Purcell 

u 

24  F 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

(i 

24  F 

1 

South  Wales 

Carbone 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

23F 

1 

Jamestown 

Berry,  Watts 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

8 

2 

Point  Breeze 

Wood 

u 

16-31 

2 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

26F 

2 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

ii 

27 

1 

Birdsong  Parklands 

Hauser 

Rusty  Blackbird 

20F 

6 

Newstead 

Mitchell 

M 

23 

3 

Stockton 

VerHague 

U 

23,  24 

2 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

8F 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

a 

16 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

Purple  Finch 

20 

2 

Shelby 

Morien 

ii 

21 

1 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

M 

23 

3 

East  Amherst  (f) 

Morgante 

U 

26 

1 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

u 

27 

2 

Aurora 

Holmes 

It 

29 

1 

Amherst 

Hess 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  126 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month:  16 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date):  1 42 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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Summer  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

June  11 :  Wed.  Annual  June  Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft  NP 
followed  by  a  short  field  trip  of  the  preserve.  Bring  your  dinner 
and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 

July  27:  Sun.  Canada  Shorebird  Field  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at 
Vermont  and  Busti  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  We  will  car  pool  from 
there.  Among  other  places,  we  are  going  to  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park,  which  charges  $13.00  Canadian  per  car  for 
entry,  so  bring  Canadian  money,  if  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you 
have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or  enhanced  drivers 
license.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297). 

Aug.  31 :  Sun.  Canada  Shorebird  Field  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at 
Vermont  and  Busti  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  We  will  car  pool  from 
there.  Among  other  places,  we  are  going  to  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park,  which  charges  $13.00  Canadian  per  car  for 
entry,  so  bring  Canadian  money,  if  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you 
have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or  enhanced  drivers 
license.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297). 


immature  Bald  Eagle  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  South 
Dayton  on  March  10th. 


(Top)  Barred  Owl  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard  Park 
on  March  31s*  and  (Bottom)  Red-necked  Grebe  photographed 
by  Sue  Barth  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  March  19th. 


32 


V-  90 

twi 


The  Prothonotary 

Buffalo 

Ornithological 

Society 

Volume  80,  No.  5  May  2014 


THE  MONTH:  April 

William  Watson 


This  April  was  a  very  wet,  but  in  other  respects, 
tranquil  month  lacking  extreme  weather  conditions.  The 
mean  temperature  was  45.8  degrees  Fahrenheit  (only  0.1 
degree  below  the  average  for  the  1981  to  2010  "climate 
normal  period").  There  was  a  total  of  5.08  inches  of 
precipitation,  which  was  2.07  inches  above  normal, 
making  this  as  the  sixth  wettest  April  since  records  were 
first  kept  in  1871.  We  had  only  1 .2  inches  of  snow. 

Despite  the  abundance  of  precipitation  the  possible 
sunshine  was  61%,  well  above  the  normal  of  50%. 

Although  the  12  warbler  species  were  above  the  80 
year  average  of  10.6,  it  was  relatively  low  compared  to 
recent  years.  In  April  2013  there  were  18  warbler  species, 
while  in  2012  there  were  23. 

Below  is  background  information  on  avian  species 
that  required  written  verification  reports  because  they  are 
exceptionally  rare  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
study  area:  Tufted  Duck,  Western  Grebe,  Thayer's  Gull, 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird,  and  Brewer's  Blackbird;  or, 
because  they  are  exceptionally  early  migrants:  Willet, 
Sanderling,  Common  Tern,  Hooded  Warbler,  Yellow 
Warbler,  and  Black-and-white  Warbler. 

The  female-plumaged  TUFTED  DUCK  found  on  the 
6th  by  Jim  Pawlicki  and  seen  by  many  birders  in  the  docks 
of  Rich  Marine  is  our  first  April  record  and  first  spring 
record.  Since  this  bird  lacked  a  distinctive  tuft  and  was 
about  the  same  size  and  shape  of  a  Lesser  Scaup,  it  had 
to  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  Lesser  Scaup.  To 
do  this  Jim  stated:  “In  relaxed  swimming  posture,  the 
head  shape  was  consistently  more  circular  with  a  high 
forehead  and  gently  down  sloping  crown  as  compared  to 
the  more  oval-shaped  head  and  peaked  rear  crown  of  a 
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also  discussed  the 
flatter  based  bill 
and  minor 
differences  in 
plumage  and  bare 
parts 

coloration.  Looking 
at  the  noteworthy 
record  database, 
there  have  been 
six  different 


observations  of  this  Old  World  species  since  1994.  Since 
Tufted  Ducks  can  occasionaiiy  be  found  at  zoos,  game 
farms,  and  in  private  waterfowl  collections,  the  origins  of 
individuals  in  our  region  have  been  uncertain.  Single 
Tufted  Ducks  at  Sinking  Ponds  Nature  Sanctuary  in  East 
Aurora  from  July  16th-27th,  1994,  and  at  the  Batavia 
Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  from  July  8th-14th,  1996  were 
thought  to  be  probable  escapes.  Including  this  month’s 
record,  birds  that  are  thought  to  be  wild  have  been:  one, 
January  17th-26th,  1999  at  Jaeger  Rocks,  Fort  Erie  by 
Morgante  et  al;  one,  January  14,h-February  6th,  2004,  at 
the  Welland  Canal,  Port  Weller  by  Roy  et  al;  one, 
February  18th,  2013  at  Bird  Island  Pier  by  Pawlicki  and 
Watson;  one,  January  9th,  2014  at  Bird  Island  Pier  by 
Pawlicki  and  Watson. 


(Top  and  right)  Female  Tufted  Duck,  with  Redhead  and 
Greater  Scaup,  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Squaw 
Island  on  April  6th  and  (Bottom)  Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Blasdell  on  April  24th. 


On  April  18th  Willie 
D'Anna  was  counting 
Red-necked  Grebes 
at  Barker 

Bicentennial  Park  in 
the  Town  of 
Somerset.  At  140 
Red-necked  Grebes 
he  noticed  one  that 
looked  strange.  When 
it  finally  lifted  its  head 
and  showed  its 
"thinner  neck"  and 
more  "slender  bill"  he 
realized  that  it  was  a 
WESTERN  GREBE. 
There  are  only  five 
other  records  of  this 
species  in  our  region: 
one  April  18,  1936, 
along  the  Niagara 
River  below  ForteErie 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  A.  Creighton; 
one  November  19, 
1949,  at  Braddock 
Bay  by  Chapin;  one 
October  25,  1952,  off 
Squaw  Island  by 
Bernie  Nathan  and 
Art  Schaffner;  one 
May  18,  1958,  on 
Lake  Ontario  near 
Olcott  by  Leher;  and 
one  November  27, 
1999,  near 
Youngstown  by  Ford. 

Avery  early  Willet 
was  found  by  Gerry 
Teal  on  Hulbert  Road  in  Wilson  on  the  30th.  Although 
there  are  several  early  May  records,  this  is  only  our 
second  April  record.  The  other  was  found  on  April  27, 
1957,  at  Waverly  Beach,  Ontario,  by  the  Praemassings. 

On  the  14th  in  Wilson,  on  the  concrete  pier  at  the 
mouth  of  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  Willie  D'Anna  found  our 
earliest  ever  Sanderling.  The  previous  earliest  Sanderling 
occurred  nearly  a  month  later  in  the  year,  on  May  13, 
1957,  observed  by  Harold  Mitchell  et.  al.,  along  the  north 
shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

On  the  29th  Jim  Pawlicki  described,  and 
supplemented  with  many  photographs,  our  first  April 
record  of  Thayer's  Gull.  The  bird  was  found  in  the 
Niagara  River  at  the  rock  shelf  above  Three  Sisters 
Islands  at  Goat  Island. 

On  April  3rd  Steve  Brenner  found  four  very  early 
Common  Terns  at  the  north  end  of  Squaw  Island,  while 
Kevin  Rybczynski  observed  an  incredible  40  at  the  same 
location  on  the  same  day.  These  are  the  earliest  ever 
Common  Terns  eclipsing  the  one  on  April  4  (2011 )  found 
by  Jim  Pawlicki  on  the  Niagara  River  from  Art  Park  in 
Lewiston. 

At  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  on  the  16th  Joe  Fell 
discovered  our  earliest  Hooded  Warbler  in  47  years.  In 


1947  two  individuals  were  found  on  the  6th  and  13th  by 
Koch  on  Goat  Island.  Another  one  was  found  on  the  7th  at 
Tifft  Street  by  Rosche  and  Barnum.  This  bird  was  seen 
almost  daily  until  the  traditional  start  of  warbler  migration. 
These  1947  Hooded  Warblers  (as  well  as  Hooded 
Warblers  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  Toronto,  Ontario)  are 
believed  to  be  related  to  a  severe  storm  in  the  Oklahoma- 
Texas  area.  (For  a  more  detailed  account  of  this  weather/ 
migration  anomaly  read  Gunn  and  Crocker's  account  in 
the  Auk  68:139-163.) 

On  the  Annual  BOS  April  Count,  April  1 3th,  Ron  and 
Sue  Hacker  were  surprised  to  see  a  Yellow  Warbler 
underneath  their  feeder  at  1041  Ruie  Road  in  North 
Tonawanda.  The  previous  earliest  record  of  this  species 
is  of  two  found  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  by  Richard 
Byron  on  the  Annual  BOS  April  Count,  April  19,  2009. 

Also  on  this  year's  BOS  April  Count  was  a  Black-and- 
white  Warbler  at  the  SUNY  Fredonia  College  Lodge, 
found  by  Carol  Hardenburg,  Brocton,  NY.  This  is  the  first 
Count  record,  and  the  second  earliest  migrant  in  our 
study  area.  The  earliest  was  found  and  photographed  last 
year  by  Bob  LaPorta  on  the  11th  in  Orchard  Park. 


(Top)  Western  Grebe  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Barker  on  April  18th  and  (Bottom  two  photos)  Thayer’s  Gull 
photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Goat  Island  on  April  29th. 
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The  adult  male  YELLOW-HEADED  BLACKBIRD  in 
the  backyard  of  4289  Salem  Drive  in  Blasdell  was  a 
beautiful  bird  with  "the  head,  neck,  chin,  and  throat". .."a 
striking  golden  yellow."  The  bird  would  periodically  return 
to  the  yard  and  perch  atop  a  25  foot  tall  tree  and  then 
feed  underneath  the  feeders.  There  are  six  April  records 
of  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  in  the  Noteworthy  Records 
Data  Base  representing  29%  of  all  records  for  this 
species. 

During  the  Annual  BOS  April  Bird  Count,  on  Balmer 
Road  in  Porter,  Willie  D'Anna  observed  a  Brewer's 
Blackbird  among  a  flock  of  icterids.  In  his  verification 
report  he  noted  that  it  differed  from  a  Rusty  Blackbird  "by 
its  thicker  and  more  conical  bill  and"  more  generous 
"iridescent  plumage."  April  is  a  good  month  for  Brewer's 
Blackbird  with  37%  of  all  records  in  the  Noteworthy 
Records  Data  Base  occurring  in  that  month.  There  are  14 
previous  April  verification  reports  in  the  BOS  archives,  all 
between  the  years  1985  and  2004.  Seven  of  the  reports 
were  from  Bauer  Road  in  Eden  in  1990  and  1991  at  a 
potential  breeding  location.  An  impressive  maximum  of  16 
Brewer's  Blackbirds  were  observed  in  April  at  that 
location  in  1990,  and  nine  were  counted  on  the  1991 
Annual  April  Bird  Count. 

Beardslee,  C.  S.  and  H.  D.  Mitchell.  1965.  Birds  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Region.  Bulletin  of  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  vol.  22. 

Gunn,  W.  W.  H.,  and  A.  M.  Crocker.  1 951 .  Analysis  of  unusual  Bird 
Migration  in  North  America  during  the  storm  of  April  4-7,  1947.  Auk 
68:139-163. 

Happ  D.,  D.  DiTommaso,  D.  D.  Suggs  et  al.  BOS  Noteworthy  Data 
Base  1960-2011. 

httD://www.happtech.com/BQSNoteworthv/NoteworthyRecords/ 

ShowNoteworthyRecordsTableGeneral.aspx 


Thomas,  D.,  U.  S.  National  Weather  Service,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


(Top)  Sanderling,  among  Caspian  Terns,  photographed  by 
Willie  D’Anna  at  Wilson  on  April  14th  and  (Bottom)  Willet 
photographed  by  Jerry  Teal  at  Wilson  on  April  30th. 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Virginia  Rail  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Tifft  NP  on  April  26th,  Black-headed  Gull  photographed  by 
Sue  Barth  at  Tonawanda  on  April  26th,  American  Bittern 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Tifft  NP  on  April  26th,  and 
Upland  Sandpiper  photographed  by  Mike  Zebehazy  at 
North  Java  on  April  28th. 
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Spring  2014  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Summary 

Jim  Landau 


Species  Reports:  The  hawk  watch  tallied  14  species 
of  raptors  and  their  two  vulture  allies  this  season. 

However  Black  Vulture,  Northern  Goshawk  and  Golden 
Eagle  never  appear  over  Hamburg  in  significant  numbers, 
in  some  seasons  not  turning  up  at  all.  Merlin  and 
Peregrine  Falcon  are  noted  each  spring,  but  really  not  in 
enough  numbers  to  be  statistically  relevant.  After  a 
decline  in  migration  numbers  over  2011  and  2012  Turkey 
Vulture  has  regained  its  momentum  and  reached  a  new 
high  count  for  the  watch.  Osprey  has  been  trending 
downward  slightly  for  the  past  11  years,  but  has  shown 
signs  of  rebounding  in  the  last  two.  Bald  Eagle  breeding 
success  is  everyone's  idea  of  a  positive  story,  and  while 
they  aren't  seen  soaring  past  the  hawk  watch  in  numbers 
rivaling  some  species  they  are  now  an  expected  sight  to 
see  overhead.  Sadly  the  same  cannot  be  said  for 
Northern  Harrier,  whose  22  logged  individuals  represent 
an  alarming  and  continuing  decline.  Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
is  seen  reliably  at  the  watch,  which  masks  the  fact  that 
they  continue  a  dramatic  3-year  decline.  No  such  cause 
for  alarm  with  Cooper's  Hawk,  whose  numbers  remain 
quite  steady  over  the  long  haul.  Red-shouldered  Hawk 
tends  to  be  erratic  in  numbers  from  one  season  to  the 
next,  but  also  exhibits  no  long  term  cause  for  concern. 
Broad-winged  Hawk  is  the  "big  flight"  species  that  hawk 
watchers  look  forward  to  each  spring.  While  we  enjoy  the 
passing  of  large  "kettles"  of  these  buteos,  our  numbers 
don't  come  close  to  those  of  some  of  our  neighboring 
regional  watches.  Prevailing  winds  at  the  time  of  their 
arrival  appear  to  push  them  farther  to  our  east  and  out  of 
observation  range  at  Hamburg.  Another  species  of 
concern,  at  least  over  Hamburg,  is  Red-tailed  Hawk.  This 
familiar  raptor  has  been  declining  for  the  past  12  years. 
Rough-legged  Hawk  never  makes  a  strong  showing  but 
this  handsome  raptor  is  always  a  highlight  of  the  day. 
American  Kestrel  is  the  fourth  raptor  species  that  shows  a 
gradual  but  steady  decline  in  the  skies  over  Hamburg. 

While  it  would  be  encouraging  to  see  our  efforts 
paying  off  in  ever-increasing  raptor  numbers,  the  reality  is 
that  we  are  nonetheless  providing  data  that  contribute  to 
the  broader  picture  of  hawk  migration  studies.  Our  hourly 
and  daily  coverage  has  been  quite  consistent  over  the 
past  dozen  or  so  years,  which  would  tend  to  rule  out  the 
notion  of  significant  numbers  of  our  target  species 
slipping  past  when  no  one  is  looking.  As  one  of  our 
volunteers  likes  to  say,  "We  see  what  we  see."  As  hawk 
watchers,  it's  a  good  day  whether  we  have  the 
opportunity  to  study  the  courtship  flight  behavior  of  the 
resident  Cooper's  Hawks  or  kettles  of  Broad-winged 
Hawks  filling  the  skies  overhead.  It's  always  a  sight  to 
see! 

An  additional  56  non-raptor  species  were  noted  this 
season,  highlighted  by  displaying  Wild  Turkeys,  Brown 
Thrasher,  Snow  Bunting,  Savannah  Sparrow,  Eastern 
Meadowlark  and  Rusty  Blackbird. 

Data  Table:  The  table  represents  the  past  10 
seasons,  with  this  season’s  count  data  also  broken  down 
by  month.  Highlighted  cells  indicate  high  counts  for  some 


of  the  species  over  this  10  year  span:  16043  TV  in  2014; 
63  BE  in  2010;  10  ML  in  2008.  Highest  March  total:  7,952 
(2011).  Highest  April  total:  13,717  (2014).  Highest  May 
total:  2,591  (2014).  Highest  season  total:  21,121  (2014). 
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Species  abbreviations:  BV,  Black  Vulture;  TV, 
Turkey  Vulture;  OS,  Osprey;  BE,  Bald  Eagle;  NH, 
Northern  Harrier;  S3,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk;  CH,  Cooper's 
Hawk;  NG,  Northern  Goshawk;  RS,  Red-shouldered 
Hawk;  BW,  Broad-winged  Hawk;  RT,  Red-tailed  Hawk;  RL, 
Rough-legged  Hawk;  GE,  Golden  Eagle;  AK,  American 
Kestrel;  ML,  Merlin;  PG,  Peregrine  Falcon;  UR,  Unknown 
Raptor;  SK,  Swallow-  tailed  Kite 

Acknowledgements:  As  an  all-volunteer  watch, 
Hamburg  relies  on  the  interest  and  commitment  of  the 
local  birding  community  to  provide  consistent  coverage 
through  what  is  often  less  than  ideal  weather.  We 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  participation  of  Tim  Baird, 
Steve  Brenner,  Bruce  Chilton,  Tom  Connare,  Lewis 
Crowell,  Bob  DeLeon,  Donna  DeLeon,  Joe  Fell,  David 
Gordon,  Fred  Harrington,  Alec  Humann,  Marcie  Jacklin, 
Joe  Mitchell,  Fran  Rew,  Holly  Sweeney,  Nancy  Vigyikan, 
Paul  Vigyikan  and  Bill  Watson.  Without  them  there  would 
be  no  hawk  watch.  Many  others  stopped  by  throughout 
the  spring  to  witness  the  magic  of  migration  with  us.  Their 
support  and  enthusiasm  are  always  a  welcome  addition. 
The  watch  also  owes  a  note  of  thanks  to  the 
management  and  staff  of  Lakeside  Cemetery  for  kindly 
allowing  us  to  pursue  these  bird  studies  on  the  grounds. 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  is  conducted  at  Lakeside 
Cemetery  on  Route  75  in  Hamburg.  Dedicated  coverage 
runs  from  March  1  through  May  15.  All  of  the  data 
generated  is  uploaded  to  a  database  maintained  by  The 
Hawk  Migration  Association  of  North  America  (HMANA). 
HMANAis  a  membership-based  organization  committed 
to  the  conservation  of  raptors  through  the  scientific  study, 
enjoyment,  and  appreciation  of  raptor  migration.  The 
home  page  http://hmana.ora/  contains  a  wealth  of  raptor 
information.  Data  from  Hamburg  and  many  other  watches 
can  be  accessed  directly  at  http://hawkcount.ora/ 

Anyone  with  suggestions,  questions  or  comments 
regarding  this  year’s  watch  are  asked  to  please  contact 
Jim  Landau  at  9195  State  Road,  Colden,  NY  14033,  by 
phone  (716)  941-3869,  or  by  e-mail:  landauir@amail.com 
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RIPLEY  HAWK  WATCH:  SPRING  2014 

Gil  Randell 

The  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  (RHW)  is  a  spring  hawk 
watch  located  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  about  70 
miles  southwest  of  Buffalo  NY.  The  three  RHW  sites, 
located  between  the  lakeshore  and  the  top  of  the 
escarpment,  are  along  a  north-south  line  of  approximately 
three  miles.  Daily  and  hourly  weather  conditions  dictate 
the  site  from  which  observations  are  made.  Within  this 
three-mile  range,  the  elevation  rises  from  630  to  1 ,454 
feet  above  mean  sea  level.  From  site  to  site  there  can  be 
considerable  variation  in  weather,  particularly  fog  and 
wind.  Northerly  winds  tend  to  encourage  migrants  to  ride 
the  wind  deflected  by  the  face  of  the  escarpment,  while 
southerly  winds  force  the  birds  north,  closer  to  the  Lake 
Erie  shore.  Predominantly  westerly  or  easterly  winds 
allow  the  birds  to  disperse  over  a  broader  front  between 
the  lake  and  the  escarpment. 

The  RHW  shares  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie’s 
migration  corridor  with  two  other  nearby  spring  watches. 
The  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch,  Hamburg  NY,  is  located  just 
under  60  miles  to  the  northeast  of  the  RH  and  the 
Presque  Isle  Hawk  Watch,  in  Erie  PA,  is  about  30  miles  to 
the  southwest.  Species  accounts  and  overall  totals  often 
vary  surprisingly  among  the  three  watches,  although 
there  can  be  interesting  correlations.  The  Hawk  Migration 
Association  of  North  America  (www.HMANA.org) 
maintains  HawkCount  (www.hawkcount.ora).  where  daily 
accounts  of  the  three  Lake  Erie  watches  are  posted  with 
those  from  over  150  other  sites.  HawkCount  also 
provides  information  generated  by  HMANA’s  Raptor 
Population  Index  project  on  migration  timing  and 
population  trends  for  participating  sites. 

Official  dates  for  the  RHW  are  March  15  through  May 
15,  but  fair  weather  may  prompt  an  earlier  start.  The  2014 
season  began  on  March  10  with  relatively  mild  weather 
and  promising  conditions,  freezing  temperatures  and 
winter  storms  returned  in  a  few  days  and  lasted  on-and- 
off  well  into  April.  March’s  wintry  conditions  were  a 
continuation  of  the  region’s  cold  and  snowy  winter,  with 
the  Great  Lakes  frozen  more  extensively  and  deeply  than 
they  have  been  since  1979.  Last  winter  Lake  Erie  was 
mostly  ice-free  near  the  RHW,  with  only  a  few  significant 
ice  floes  at  the  beginning  of  the  hawk-watching  season; 
inis  year  heavy  ice  cover  persisted  well  into  April  near  the 
hawk  watch.  Blizzard  conditions  closed  the  watch  for  five 
days  in  March.  Rain,  snow,  sleet  or  fog  closed  the  watch 
for  five  more  days  in  April,  while  no  closings  occurred  in 
May.  Watch  hours  increased  from  last  year’s  244  hours  to 
252  hours  in  2014.  Weather  observations  were  supported 
with  a  Kestrel  4500  Pocket  Weather  Tracker;  first-time 
internet  access  at  the  watch  site  gave  us  improved 
understanding  of  current  regional  weather. 

The  2014  RHW  season  yielded  record  numbers 
totaling  29,404  birds.  Unfortunately,  this  surge  in  numbers 
over  the  last  eleven  years  was  due  to  the  increasing 
presence  of  Turkey  Vultures,  whose  recent  proliferation 
has  been  dramatic  with  a  record  19,435  observed  this 
year.  Except  for  an  unprecedented  and  exciting  increase 
in  migrant  Bald  Eagles,  and  a  relatively  strong  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawk  movement  (7,494  birds),  numbers  of  most 
raptor  species  were  alarmingly  low.  Even  though  hours  of 
observation  increased  slightly  over  last  year,  raptor 


sightings  of  most  species  showed  a  dramatic  drop  from 
2013. 

Previous  annual  records  for  Bald  Eagles  and  Turkey 
Vultures  set  in  2013  were  broken  on  May  3  when  strong 
southerly  winds  prevailed.  May  3  also  saw  the  largest 
one-day  count  for  Bald  Eagles  of  46  birds,  six  birds  more 
than  last  year’s  record-day  total  of  40.  Given  the  low 
numbers  of  many  species  this  Spring,  it  was  particularly 
heartening  to  witness  such  a  healthy  bald  eagle  showing. 
2014  was  the  fourth  consecutive  year  when  a  record 
number  of  eagles  was  documented.  This  year’s  total  of 
258  eagles  surpassed  last  year’s  record  number  of  145 
by  more  than  100  birds.  And  to  see  a  kettle  of  twelve  bald 
eagles  migrating  over  the  RHW  was  an  impressive  sight. 

This  year’s  dramatic  jump  in  migrating  bald  eagles 
certainly  was  good  news  but  might  be  attributed  partly  to 
large  numbers  of  eagles  wintering  along  the  Lake  Erie 
shore  to  the  west  of  the  RHW.  The  severity  of  the  winter 
created  waterfowl  and  fish  kills  that  appeared  to  have 
attracted  unusual  eagle  populations  to  the  south  shore. 
jrlDie  i 

Migrating  Bald  Eagle  numbers  were  supplemented  by 
over  150  sightings  of  local  Bald  Eagles.  It  is  not  unusual 
to  observe  local  eagles  traveling  between  nest  sites  on 
the  escarpment  to  their  fishing  grounds  on  Lake  Erie, 
sometimes  with  several  residents  interacting  at  one  time. 
Proposed  industrial  wind  turbine  projects  in  the  migration 
corridor  and  close  to  known  eagle  nests  continue  to  cloud 
the  horizon  for  our  expanding  populations  of  resident  and 
migrating  eagles. 

Sightings  of  six  Black  Vultures  this  spring  fell  one 
short  of  last  year’s  record  of  seven.  Typically  only  one  or 
two  have  been  observed  in  recent  years,  with  some  years 
recording  none.  The  increase  in  sightings  in  2013  and 
2014  is  consistent  with  the  apparent  expansion  of  the 
species’  range.  A  few  black  vultures  wintered  this  year  on 
the  Niagara  River,  less  than  100  miles  to  the  northeast. 

This  seasons’s  fairly  strong  Broad-winged  Hawk  flight 
(7,494)  began  with  the  first  sightings  on  April  10.  The 
three  days  with  counts  over  1,000  broadwings  were  April 
25  (with  1,539  birds),  April  28  (2,572),  and  May  1  (1,725). 
The  broadwings  on  April  25  came  during  unseasonably 
cold  weather  and  a  dropping  barometer.  Northerly  surface 
winds  dominated  the  day,  but  winds  above  30  meters 
appeared  to  be  southerly,  creating  a  migratory  seam 
within  a  mile  of  the  Lake  Erie  shore.  The  flight  on  April  28 
occurred  on  northeasterly  winds  a  few  miles  south  of  the 
lakeshore,  with  the  count  taken  at  the  Parker  Road  site  at 
the  base  of  the  escarpment  and  at  the  Creamery  Road 
site  on  the  side  of  the  escarpment.  On  April  28  1 ,280 
broadwings  were  counted  in  the  2:00  -  3:00  p.m.  hour. 

The  May  1  flight  occurred  with  brisk  westerly  winds, 
beginning  a  little  after  9:00  a.m.  and  peaking  to  over 
1,000  birds  in  the  10:00  -  11:00  a.m.  hour.  On  May  1 
there  was  no  precise  line  of  flight,  the  birds  coming 
through  in  various-sized  kettles  and  at  very  great  heights 
a  few  miles  south  of  the  lakeshore,  where  the  count  was 
taken  at  the  Creamery  Road  site. 

Osprey  numbers  dropped  to  130  birds  after  three 
fairly  strong  years,  including  last  year’s  robust  182  birds. 
For  the  fourth  year,  non-migrant  Ospreys  put  in  a  few 
appearances,  again  suggesting  the  likelihood  of  a  local 
population,  although  there  are  no  known  nests  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  RHW. 
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This  year’s  76  Northern  Harriers  represent  a 
significant  and  worrisome  drop  from  last  year's  158  birds. 
The  harrier  count  for  2014  is  the  lowest  in  the  last  twelve 
years,  where  previous  yearly  harrier  numbers  have 
ranged  from  92  to  259. 

After  last  year’s  high  count  for  Sharp-shinned  Hawks 
(1 ,678),  this  season’s  significant  drop  to  693  birds  is 
troubling.  The  sharpie  count  is  the  lowest  in  the  last 
twelve  years,  the  next  lowest  count  having  been  1,037 
birds  in  2012.  The  biggest  sharpie  day  in  2014  of  78  birds 
was  April  10,  compared  to  last  year’s  biggest  sharpie  day 
of  312  birds  on  April  15. 

Cooper’s  Hawk  numbers  appear  fairly  stable  over  the 
last  few  years,  however  the  77  birds  recorded  in  2014  is 
the  lowest  count  in  the  last  twelve  years,  when  the  count 
has  ranged  from  77  to  122  birds.  Northern  Goshawks  are 
a  rare  treat  at  the  RHW:  two  were  seen  this  year,  a  low 
count  but  consistent  with  recent  years. 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  numbers  dropped  from  327 
birds  in  2013  to  161  this  year,  the  third  lowest  cc  .jJJn  the 
last  twelve  years.  Red-tailed  Hawk  numbers  fell  from  973 
birds  in  2013  to  821  birds  this  year,  which  also  is  the  third 
lowest  count  in  twelve  years.  Rough-legged  Hawks  in 
2014  showed  a  slight  increase  over  last  year  but  the  total 
of  21  birds  in  2014  is  consistent  with  recent  years. 

After  last  year's  record  410  American  Kestrels,  this 
year's  165  birds  represented  a  very  disappointing  drop 
and  constitute  the  second  lowest  count  for  kestrels  in  the 
last  twelve  years. 

Modest  numbers  of  Merlins  (7)  and  Peregrine 
Falcons  (7)  were  consistent  with  the  counts  of  recent 
years. 

Golden  Eagles  are  a  rarity  at  the  RHW;  most  years 
see  only  two  or  three.  One  of  last  year’s  biggest 
disappointments  was  our  lack  of  even  a  distant  sighting  of 
one  of  these  most  charismatic  of  migrants,  our  first  year 
in  many  years  without  a  Golden  Eagle.  This  year’s  three 
sightings  of  Golden  Eagles,  all  immatures  and  all  seen  in 
very  good  light  and  at  close  range,  were  a  very  welcome 
recovery  from  last  year’s  disappointment. 


Bald  Eagle  photographed  by  Mike  Zebehazy  on  April  28th. 


The  following  table  summarizes  observations  for  all 
raptor  species  in  2014; 


RIPLEY  HAWK  WATCH  RAPTOR  COUNT 


SRecies 

Mar, 

Apr. 

Mav 

Total 

Black  Vulture 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Turkey  Vulture 

7,369 

9,975 

2,091 

19,435 

Osprey 

2 

89 

39 

130 

Bald  Eagle 

21 

91 

146 

258 

Northern  Harrier 

13 

55 

8 

76 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

35 

501 

157 

693 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

16 

54 

7 

77 

Northern  Goshawk 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

99 

62 

0 

161 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

0 

5,298 

2,196 

7,494 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

224 

476 

121 

821 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

7 

14 

0 

21 

Golden  Eagle 

0 

2 

1 

3 

American  Kestrel 

18 

136 

11 

165 

Merlin 

1 

5 

1 

7 

Peregrine  Falcon 

2 

1 

4 

7 

Unknown 

7 

39 

2 

48 

Total 

7.817 

16.801 

4.786 

29.404 

Hours 

ZQ 

121.75 

60.5 

252.25 

As  is  true  with  most  hawk  watches,  the  RHW 
provides  excellent  general  birding  opportunities.  Two  of 
several  species  the  RHW  follows  with  interest  are 
Common  Loons  and  Sandhill  Cranes;  Common  Loons, 
because  of  conservation  concerns,  especially  in  New 
York  State;  Sandhill  Cranes,  because  the  RHW’s  extreme 
western  location  in  New  York  State  should  make  it  a 
promising  location  for  observing  migrating  Sandhill 
Cranes  as  they  appear  to  be  expanding  their  range 
eastward.  In  2014  the  RHW  observed  migrating  loons  on 
eight  days,  a  total  of  38  loons  for  the  season,  and 
Sandhill  Cranes  on  eleven  days,  totaling  20  Cranes. 
Heavy  ice  cover  on  Lake  Erie  probably  accounts  for 
sightings  of  Tundra  Swans  on  ten  different  days,  a  total  of 
130  swans.  Snow  Geese,  infrequent  visitors  to  the  watch, 
showed  up  on  two  days,  a  total  of  42  birds. 

The  RHW  again  was  fortunate  to  have  an 
enthusiastic  crew  of  a  dozen  talented  observers  who 
shared  the  responsibilities  and  rigors  of  managing  a 
spring  hawk  watch  for  over  250  hours  on  the  often 
inhospitable  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  All  counters  and 
observers  at  the  RHW  are  volunteers,  dedicated  hawk 
watchers  who  generously  volunteer  their  time  and  fiscal 
support  for  the  RHW’s  success.  The  RHW  also  depends 
on  the  generosity  of  the  three  private  landowners  who 
graciously  encourage  our  use  of  their  properties.  Many 
thanks  are  due  to  all  those  who  make  the  Ripley  Hawk 
Watch  a  special  and  exciting  birding  opportunity. 
Questions  about  the  RHW  should  be  directed  to  Gil 
Randell,  site  coordinator  and  official  counter  at  (716) 
753-2333;  iannail@fairpoint.net. 


38 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Fox  sparrow  photographed  by  Sue  Barth 
at  Orchard  Park  on  April  8th,  Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard  Park  on  April  30th, 
Lapland  Longspur  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Knowlesville  on  April  1st,  and  Common  Tern  photographed 
by  Sue  Barth  at  Squaw  Island  on  April  7th. 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Black-throated  Green  Warbler 


photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  on 
April  24th,  Hooded  Warbler  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Tifft  NP  on  April  19th,  Palm  Warbler  photographed  by  Sue 
Barth  at  Orchard  Park  on  April  18th,  and  Yellow-throated 
Warbler  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Forest  Lawn 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observerfs) 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

2 

2 

Batavia 

Dart,  Beattie 

M 

2 

.1 

Yates 

D’Anna 

u 

5 

■Jijt  i* 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

Snow  Goose 

5 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Taft 

Cackling  Goose 

1;  2 

2;  7 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes;  Morien 

M 

12 

1 

Oakfield 

Morien 

Canada  Goose 

5 

3000 

Batavia 

Dart,  Beattie 

M 

2 

4070 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Mute  Swan 

4 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Berry 

u 

19 

2 

Cuba 

Lenz 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

229 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Humann 

M 

2;  16 

223;  5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Hess 

U 

6 

310 

Elba 

Fox 

U 

18 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Gainey 

Gadwall 

11 

133 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna 

if 

11 

58 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

U 

28 

24 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

6 

1 

Elba 

Fox 

American  Wigeon 

6 

450 

Elba 

Fox 

if 

11 

179 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna 

American  Black  Duck 

6 

16 

Batavia 

Beattie 

Blue-winged  Teal 

27 

23 

Clymer 

Van  strom 

Northern  Shoveler 

2 

83;  67 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

6 

680 

Elba 

Fox 

Green-winged  Teal 

6 

330 

Elba 

Fox 

Canvasback 

2 

20 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

4 

17 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

m 

9 

210 

Buffalo  Harbor  SP 

Humann 

M 

19 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

u 

24 

1 

South  Dayton 

Watson 

Redhead 

2;  10 

62;  180 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Lawrence 

if 

4 

27 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

9 

53 

Buffalo  Harbor  SP 

Humann 

(( 

12;  19 

48;  70 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien;  Lawrence 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2 

221 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

ti 

2;  10 

300;  560 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco;  Lawrence 

(i 

12;  19 

128;  145 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Lawrence 

Tufted  Duck 

6 

1 

Squaw  Island 

Pawlicki,  Watson  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

9 

145 

Buffalo  Harbor  SP 

Humann 

u 

19 

80 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

Lesser  Scaup 

12;  19 

129;  200 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien;  Fox 

White-winged  Scoter 

16-21 

1 

TifftNP 

Salembier,  Humann  et  al 

Long-tailed  Duck 

12 

9 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

if 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

Bufflehead 

2 

40 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

12,  19 

117,  213 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Hooded  Merganser 

6;  9 

54;  34 

TifftNP 

Fell;  Salembier 

40 


Saeoie.s 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Ruddy  Duck 

12;  19 

200;  243 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Red-throated  Loon 

6 

5 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

M 

6 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Yoerg 

ii 

9,  12 

27,  40 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

it 

14 

2 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

Common  Loon 

8 

1 

Wellsville 

Brooks 

Horned  Grebe 

2;  11 

47;  198 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson;  D’Anna 

u 

11 

34 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna 

it 

14 

39 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

it 

22 

65 

UB  North  Campus 

Fell 

Red-necked  Grebe 

6 

420 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

it 

6,  10 

6,  3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

u 

9 

116 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

11 

7 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna 

it 

18,  20 

140,  134 

Somerset 

D’Anna 

it 

26;  28 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barton;  Watson 

Western  Grebe 

18 

1 

Barker 

D’Anna  et  al 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

14 

476 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson,  Sweeney 

M 

19 

1500 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

It 

22 

241 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

It 

23 

766 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

II 

26 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

American  Bittern 

10F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

it 

18;  26 

1 

TifftNP 

Humann;  Barth 

it 

25 

1 

Tillman  Rd  WMA 

R  Guthrie 

M 

26 

2 

Alexander 

Dart,  Beattie 

Great  Blue  Heron 

12 

113 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

1, 29 

6,  36  +  9  n 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Cl 

4 

1 

Conewango  Creek 

Berry 

ci 

4 

1 

Porter 

D’Anna 

it 

12,  23 

62,  70 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Green  Heron 

14;  18 

1 

Pomfret 

VerHague;  Goetz 

ii 

16;  17 

i;  1 

TifftNP 

Salembier;  Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

12 

49 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

ii 

14,  29 

138,  125 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black  Vulture 

10,  25 

1,  1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

5437:  1468 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Sweeney  et  al;  Landau  et  al 

ii 

1,9 

2962,  1908 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

ci 

10 

1000 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Yoerg 

Osprey 

9,  13 

14,  11 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

ii 

20;  21 

10;  9 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau  et  al;  Chilton  et  al 

u 

24 

22  ad+13  n 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

10 

6 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Yoerg 

ii 

11 

3 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson  et  al 

ii 

13,  28 

12,  23 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

ii 

24 

2  ad  +  n 

South  Dayton 

Watson 

Northern  Harrier 

1,  10 

18,  8 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

1,  10 

71,  78 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

ii 

12 

16 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Deleon  et  al 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

6;  19 

22;  17 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau  et  al;  Gordon  et  al 

Northern  Goshawk 

3,  6;  25 

1,  i;  1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau;  Humann,  Brenner 

ii 

6 

1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

i;  2 

22;  10 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Sweeney  et  al;  Brenner  et  al 

it 

i 

43 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

10F;  25 

1;  1579 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau;  Watson  et  al 

a 

25,  28 

1539,  2572 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

6 

69 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau  et  al 

ii 

1,  10 

99,  74 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1,9 

6,4 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

ii 

6;  12 

8;  2 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau  et  al;  Deleon  et  al 

ci 

26 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Golden  Eagle 

20 

1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Virginia  Rail 

12F 

1;  2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie;  Fox 
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Species 

April 

Ngmfrer 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Common  Gallinule 

6F 

1 

TifftNP 

Sharon 

M 

20 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Lenz 

U 

28 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna,  Watson 

American  Coot 

17 

74 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

19 

100 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

Sandhill  Crane 

10 

2 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Yoerg 

u 

10;  11 

4;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess;  Morien 

u 

17 

2 

N.  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

M 

21 

1 

Porter 

Ewald,  Lazarczyk 

Black-bellied  Plover 

30F 

6 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Barth  et  al 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

15 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

19F 

1 

N.  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

M 

20 

2 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Lenz 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

IF;  17 

1;  268 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes;  Morien 

M 

IF 

2 

N.  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

Willet 

m 

1 

Wilson 

Teal,  D’Anna,  Barth  et  al 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2F 

3 

N.  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

a 

6 

6 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

u 

16 

50 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Upland  Sandpiper 

17F;  28 

:{v.c 

North  Java 

Kerr,  Rose-Burney;  Zebehazys 

Sanderling 

14F 

1 

Wilson  Pier 

D’Anna 

Least  Sandpiper 

30F 

1 

Newstead 

Mitchell 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

4F,  14 

1,  11 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

4F 

22 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Wilson's  Snipe 

12 

47 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

2 

40 

Allegany  SP 

Zarella 

u 

15 

10 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Kerr 

M 

17 

4 

Conewango  Creek 

Berry 

M 

19 

116 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

U 

25 

2500 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Anna  et  al 

Black-headed  Gull 

19;  23;  26 

1 

Tonawanda 

Pawlicki  et  al;  Watson,  Barth 

M 

21 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Watson  et  al 

Little  Gull 

5;  8 

18;  36 

Lewiston 

D’Anna;  Pawlicki 

M 

7 

2 

Squaw  1. 

Brenner 

M 

22 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

VerHague 

Herring  Gull 

19 

4000 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

Thayer’s  Gull. 

29 

1 

Goat  1. 

Pawlicki 

Iceland  Gull 

19;  25 

3;  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz;  D'Anna  et  al 

M 

23 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thomas 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2 

2 

Carlton 

D’Anna 

u 

4 

3 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

tt 

6 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Fell 

u 

6;  19;  25 

1;  8;  3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  Lenz;  D’Anna  et  al 

u 

14 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Humann 

Glaucous  Gull 

4 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Hess 

u 

6;  25 

1;  3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  D’Anna  et  al 

u 

8 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

u 

12 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

16 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Brenner 

Caspian  Tern 

6F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

O.  Gall 

u 

7 

2 

Times  Beach  NP 

Brenner 

u 

19;  26 

100;  200 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz;  Goetz 

Black  Tern 

26F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Martin 

Common  Tern 

3F;  6 

4,  40;  14 

Squaw  1. 

Brenner,  Rybczynski;  D’Anna 

u 

15 

3 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Kerr 

Snowy  Owl 

1  -3 

1 

Sheldon 

Kerr;  Zebehazys 

u 

2 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

u 

5 

2 

Yates 

Wojewodzki 

6 

1 

Olcott 

Weber;  Rising 

7 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

8,  9 

1 

North  Java 

Kerr 

17 

1 

Amherst 

Schopp 

18 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bradley 

22 

1 

Chautauqua  Co.  Airport 

Berry 
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Species 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

★ 

Eastern  Whip-poor-will 

18F 

i 

TifftNP 

D&D  Suggs 

* 

Chimney  Swift 

20F 

i 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

u 

22 

i 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

18 

1 

Emery  Park 

Barth 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

5 

i 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

u 

6 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rising 

American  Kestrel 

1,  13 

29,  24 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Merlin 

1,7,21,27 

1,  1,  1,  1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

M 

4 

3 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Gralak 

M 

7;  25 

2;  1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Chilton  et  al;  Watson 

M 

19 

2 

Allegany  SP 

Lenz 

U 

25 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

U 

25 

2 

RTPI 

Leenders 

U 

26 

1 

Olean 

Reed 

Peregrine  Falcon 

2 

1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

m 

6 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Yoerg 

(i 

11,  25 

1,  1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson  et  al 

u 

14 

2 

East  Buffalo 

Zebehazys 

u 

18 

1 

Hartland 

D’Anna 

u 

26 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Watson 

M 

28 

1 

N.  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

★ 

Eastern  Kingbird 

26F 

1 

Holland 

Wojewodzki 

Northern  Shrike 

10 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

(i 

14L 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

19 

3 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

Lenz 

★ 

Warbling  Vireo 

25F 

1 

RTPI 

Leenders 

M 

26 

1 

Forestville 

VerHague 

Common  Raven 

1,  16 

2,  1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

u 

19 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Coleman 

<i 

23 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

28 

1 

North  Java 

Zebehazys 

* 

Purple  Martin 

7F 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

D’Anna 

(t 

10 

1 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Yoerg 

Tree  Swallow 

16 

1000 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

* 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

1 1 F 

1 

Shadigee 

Sharon 

a 

12 

1;  2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie;  Fox 

* 

Bank  Swallow 

18F 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

U 

19 

2 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Gordon 

* 

Cliff  Swallow 

19F 

3 

Sheridan 

Lenz 

u 

24 

11 

Alleghany  Reservoir 

Watson 

* 

Barn  Swallow 

9F 

4 

UB  North  Campus 

Morse 

u 

11 

2 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

★ 

House  Wren 

16F 

2 

Reinstein  Preserve 

Nusstein 

(< 

17 

1 

TifftNP 

Watson 

Winter  Wren 

6 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Mizak 

u 

7 

1 

Phillips  Creek  SF 

Brooks 

* 

Marsh  Wren 

22F;  28 

i;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Barth 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

15 

i 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

★ 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

7F 

i 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Vizzi 

« 

11 

2 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

Humann,  Barth 

★ 

Hermit  Thrush 

9F;  16 

3;  7 

Tifft  NP 

Humann;  Salembier 

u 

10 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

★ 

Wood  Thrush 

27F 

1 

Alfred 

Peterson 

u 

30 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier 

M 

30 

4 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Gray  Catbird 

12;  30 

1;  i 

TifftNP 

O.  Gall;  Frauen 

« 

18 

i 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

Northern  Mockingbird 

16 

i 

TifftNP 

Salembier 

ti 

23 

i 

Times  Beach  NP 

Hess 

u 

25 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

u 

26 

i 

Alexander 

Dart,  Beattie 

Brown  Thrasher 

12F 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien,  Barth  et  al 

u 

12F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Coleman 

Lapland  Longspur 

1 

14 

Knowlesville 

Morien,  D’Anna  et  al 
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Species 

April 

Number 

Location 

QbserysrU) 

if 

5;  19L 

6 

Sherman 

Baglia;  Vanstrom 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

12 

Carlton 

D’Anna  et  al 

if 

2L 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Dart,  Beattie 

★ 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

12F;  27 

1;  5 

SUNY  Fredonia 

Hardenburg;  Leenders  et  al 

u 

12F 

1 

N.  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

* 

Northern  Waterthrush 

24F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

a 

26 

2 

TifftNP 

Wojewodzki 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

22 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

Humann 

u 

23 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

* 

Nashville  Warbler 

25F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

26 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

★ 

Hooded  Warbler 

16F-  19 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Fell ,  Watson,  Barth  et  al 

★ 

Northern  Parula 

28F 

2 

Tifft  NP 

J&K  Landau 

Yellow  Warbler 

21 

1 

TifftNP 

Gainey 

Palm  Warbler 

18 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

u 

18 

3 

Jamestown  Audubon 

DeMartino 

Pine  Warbler 

7 

1 

Phillips  Creek  SF 

Brooks 

M 

20 

5 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Humann 

if 

25 

40 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

★ 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

19F 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Lenz 

ti 

24-30 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Fell  et  al 

u 

26-28 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Hollister  et  al,  Salembier 

u 

26 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Barth 

Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 

14 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

if 

22 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

ti 

22 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

Humann 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

27L 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

Chipping  Sparrow 

5F 

1 

Medina 

Morien 

* 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

29 

1 

Olcott 

Weber 

Field  Sparrow 

IF 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

it 

9 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Fell 

★ 

Vesper  Sparrow 

9F 

1 

Pomfret 

Moshers 

ti 

11 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

Humann 

ti 

12 

2 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Coleman 

* 

Savannah  Sparrow 

5F 

6 

John  White  WMA 

Sherwood 

ii 

8 

2 

Shelby 

D’Anna 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

30 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4F 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Berry 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

16,  30 

2,2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

ti 

16F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Fell 

ti 

17 

1 

Goat  1. 

Fell 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

29F 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

ti 

29F,  30 

1,  1 

Bethany 

Dart,  Beattie 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird 

24 

1 

Blasdell 

Watson,  Zebehazy,  Barth  et  al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

11,  12 

675,  800 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien 

it 

17 

181 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Fell 

ti 

18,  19 

110,  100 

Shelby 

Morien 

Pine  Siskin 

21 

1 

Belmont 

Bennett 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  142 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month  (including  April  Count):  58 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date):  200 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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Report  of  the  2014  Annual  B.O.S.  April  Bird  Count 

Compiler:  Holly  Sweeney  Weather:  Terry  Yonker, 


Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
April  Bird  Count 
April  13,  2014 

Weather  Synopsis 

A  strong  low  pressure  system  located  in  Michigan  trailed  an  active  cold  front  to  the  southwest  and  a  strong  warm  front 
which  passed  through  the  count  area  mid  morning.  Temperatures  rose  quickly  into  the  70’ s  and  the  winds  switched  to  the 
southwest  with  gusts  to  28mp 


Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport 

tU 

Sunrise:  6:37  AM  EDT  Sunset:  7:55  PM  EDT 


TIME 

WEATHER 

TEMP  DEW  PT 

PRESSURE 

DIR/WIND 

REMARKS 

12:00  am 

Cloudy 

48 

42 

29.93 

ENE15 

3:00  am 

Cloudy 

47 

42 

29.91 

NE10 

6:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

47 

42 

29.88 

SSE9 

9:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

67 

49 

29.87 

SSW17G25 

Warm  Front  Passage 

12:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

73 

51 

29.80 

SW15G28 

3:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

74 

53 

29.79 

WSW20G28 

6:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

61 

50 

29.81 

SSW10 

9:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

61 

51 

29.80 

S5 

12:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

60 

52 

29.75 

SE7 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated. 

Bold  face  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verification  forms  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last 
dates  for  the  spring  migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section 
numbers  are  given  in  parentheses. 


Geese-Herons 


Ring-necked  Duck 

1277 

Snow  Goose 

1 

(4) 

Greater  Scaup 

427 

Canada  Goose 

14218 

Lesser  Scaup 

292 

Mute  Swan 

11 

unspecified  scaup 

294 

Trumpeter  Swan 

5 

(7) 

Surf  Scoter 

3 

Tundra  Swan 

37 

White-winged  Scoter 

176 

Wood  Duck 

334 

Long-tailed  Duck 

1059 

Gadwall 

189 

Bufflehead 

2567 

American  Wigeon 

473 

Common  Goldeneye 

483 

American  Black  Duck 

47 

Hooded  Merganser 

192 

Mallard 

1089 

Common  Merganser 

221 

Am.  Black  Duck  x  Mallard 

1 

(10) 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

3612 

Blue-winged  Teal 

164 

Ruddy  Duck 

163 

Northern  Shoveler 

254 

unspecified  ducks 

136 

Northern  Pintail 

1662 

Green-winged  Teal 

663 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

21 

Canvasback 

165 

Ruffed  Grouse 

10 

Redhead 

298 

Wild  Turkey 

142 

45 


Red-throated  Loon 

38  (3,4,11 

Common  Loon 

90 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

92 

Horned  Grebe 

308 

Red-necked  Grebe 

49 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

7370 

American  Bittern 

1 

(13) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

508 

Great  Egret 

123 

Green  Heron  F 

2 

(20) 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

58 

Vultures-Cranes 


Black  Vulture 

1  (2)  Broad-winged  Hawk 

287 

Turkey  Vulture 

2190 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

256 

Osprey 

81 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

11 

Bald  Eagle 

62 

unspecified  buteos 

15 

(7,14,20) 

Northern  Harrier 

34 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

96 

*  Golden  Eagle 

F 

5 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

57 

Virginia  Rail 

7 

(4,9,10) 

Northern  Goshawk 

1  (18)  American  Coot 

94 

unspecified  accipiters 

2  (8,12) 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

18 

Sandhill  Crane 

6 

Plovers  -  Terns 

Killdeer 

346 

Ring-billed  Gull 

18029 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

34 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

4 

(5,10, 

11) 

(2,15) 

Herring  Gull 

958 

*  Spotted  Sandpiper 

F  2 

Iceland  Gull 

3 

(8,11) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

22 

(5) 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

3 

(20) 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

66 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

49 

American  Woodcock 

28 

unspecified  gulls 

472 

(7) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3547 

Caspian  Tern 

202 

Little  Gull 

8  (3,7,11 

Common  Tern 

355 

*  Forster’s  Tern 

F 

1 

(21) 

Pigeons-Swallows 

Rock  Pigeon 

1061 

American  Kestrel 

148 

Mourning  Dove 

1365 

Merlin 

6 

(11,14,25 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

6 

Peregrine  Falcon 

8 

(4,11) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

16 

Eastern  Phoebe 

260 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

(4) 

shrike  species 

1 

(5) 

Barred  Owl 

12 

*  Blue-headed  Vireo  F 

1 

(23) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

147 

Blue  Jay 

854 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

2 

(1,20) 

American  Crow 

1838 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

238 

Common  Raven 

22 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

254 

Horned  Lark 

169 

Downy  Woodpecker 

337 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

99 

Purple  Martin 

38 

Northern  Flicker 

1576 

Tree  Swallow 

1196 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

55 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

41 

Barn  Swallow 

35 

unspecified  swallow 

1 

(8) 

~%6 


Tits-  Warblers 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

850 

*  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

F  4 

(4,13,23) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

123 

Eastern  Bluebird 

205 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

41 

Hermit  Thrush 

128 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

156 

American  Robin 

6205 

Brown  Creeper 

237 

Winter  Wren 

48 

Gray  Catbird 

3 

(10,11,21 

Carolina  Wren 

75 

Northern  Mockingbird 

33 

Brown  Thrasher 

35 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

774 

European  Starling 

9188 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

91 

American  Pipit 

29 

(3,12,13) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

95 

Warblers  -  House  Sparrows 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

F 

1 

(20) 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

3125 

Yellow  Warbler 

F 

1 

(9) 

unspecified  sparrows 

11 

(7,20) 

Palm  Warbler 

F 

1 

(12) 

Northern  Cardinal 

956 

Pine  Warbler 

28 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6149 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

25 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

150 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

F 

1 

(3) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

910 

Eastern  Towhee 

112 

*  Brewer’s  Blackbird 

1 

(3) 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

156 

Common  Grackle 

3362 

Chipping  Sparrow 

330 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

941 

Field  Sparrow 

131 

unspecified  blackbirds 

10 

(7) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

8 

Purple  Finch 

115 

Savannah  Sparrow 

219 

House  Finch 

232 

Fox  Sparrow 

85 

*  White-winged  Crossbill 

1 

(16) 

Song  Sparrow 

2124 

*  Pine  Siskin 

4 

(19) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

140 

American  Goldfinch 

774 

White-throated  Sparrow 

162 

*  Evening  Grosbeak 

2 

(28) 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

24 

House  Sparrow 

8 

SUMMARY  INFORMATION:  Total  species  observed:  157 

Total  individual  birds  observed:  116849 


COMPARATIVE  INFORMATION:  Associated  charts,  available  from  Holly  Sweeney,  compare  this  year’s  records  with  those 
for  2004-2013  and  those  for  1935-2014.  A  chart  listing  totals  for  each  species  per  section  for  2014  is  also  available.  In 
addition  the  following  notes  are  added: 


INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  1935: 

Highest  count  since  1935  (x  the  average  of  the  previous  78  years): 

Trumpeter  Swan-5-(50xavg.)  Golden  Eagle-5-(50xavg.) 

Green-winged  Teal-663-(6xavg.)  Peregrine  Falcon-8-(8xavg.) 

Double-crested  Cormorant-7370-(18xavg.)  Virginia  Rail-7-(7xavg.) 

Great  Egret-1 23-(25xavg.)  Caspian  Tern-202-(13xavg.) 

Osprey-81-(6.8xavg.)  Common  Tern-355-(14xavg.) 


Northern  Flicker-1 576-(5xavg.) 
Brown  Creeper-237-(4xavg.) 
Carolina  Wren-75-(1  Ixavg.) 

Hermit  Thrush-128-(13xavg.) 


Lowest  count  since  1935  (average  number  seen  during  the  previous  78  years):  none 

Rare  count  sightings:  First  count  record-  Black-and-white  Warbler 

Second  count  record-  Yellow  Warbler,  Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
Third  count  record-  Black  Vulture 
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INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  2005: 


Highest  count  in  past  decade  (x  the  average  of  the  previous  10  years): 


Trumpeter  Swan  -5-(6xavg.) 
Blue-winged  Teal-1 38-(1 .5xavg.) 
Northern  Pintail-  1662-(5xavg.) 
Green-winged  Teal-663-(3xavg.) 
Double-cr.  Cormorant-7370(3xavg.) 
Great  Blue  Heron-508-(1 .2xavg.) 
Great  Egret-1 23-(4xavg.) 

Green  Heron-2-(2xavg) 


Osprey-81 -(2xavg.) 

Golden  Eagle-5-(17xavg.) 
Virginia  Rail-7-(2xavg.) 

Caspian  Tern  -202-(2xavg.) 
Common  Tern-355-(3xavg.) 
Barred  Owl-1 2(2xavg.) 

Belted  Kingfisher -147-(1 ,4xavg. 
Northern  Flicker-1 576(2. 6xavg.) 


Peregrine  Falcon-8-(3xavg.) 

Brown  Creeper-237-(2xavg.) 

Carolina  Wren-75-  (3xavg.) 

Biue-gray  Gnatcatcher-4-(2xavg.) 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet-774-(2xavg.) 
)  Lapland  Longspur-  20-(7xavg.) 


Lowest  count  in  past  decade  (%  below  average  of  the  previous  10  years): 


Wild  Turkey-1 42-(46%) 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron-58-(69%) 
Lesser  Yellowlegs-4  -(78%) 

Mourning  Dove-1 365-(1 5%) 

Downy  Woodpecker-337-(14%) 
American  Crow  -1838-(30%) 


Black-capped  Chickadee-850-(38%) 
Tufted  Titmouse-1 23-(35%) 
White-breasted  Nuthatch-1 56-(33%) 
Common  Grackle-3362-(34%) 
Brown-headed  Cowbird-941-(28%) 
House  Finch-232-(54%) 


Rare  count  sightings: 

First  decade  records:  Snowy  Owl,  Black-and-white  Warbler,  Brewer’s  Blackbird 
Second  decade  records:  Yellow  Warbler,  Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
Third  decade  records:  Black  Vulture,  Golden  Eagle,  Lapland  Longspur 


SIGNIFICANT  POPULATION  INCREASES  AND  DECREASES: 

This  report  continues  a  change  instituted  in  the  April  2008  count  report  for  the  analysis  of  population  change.  Prior  to  1966 
the  number  of  observers  on  these  counts  was  fairly  stable  at  around  150.  In  1966  the  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  of  Dunkirk,  the 
Cattaraugus  Bird  Club,  the  Allegany  Bird  Club  and  the  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  began  participating  in  the  counts  and 
the  number  of  observers  increased  to  approximately  250  where  it  has  remained  ever  since.  Given  this  stable  number  of 
observers  it  may  be  more  revealing  to  compare  population  changes  from  the  decade  starting  in  1966  to  the  current  decade, 
rather  than  the  entire  count  period  to  the  current  decade,  as  has  been  done  in  the  past.  And  to  make  this  comparison  more 
scientifically  meaningful  t-testing  has  been  used  to  compare  the  birds  observed  in  the  two  ten  year  periods  in  order  to 
determine  if  there  has  been  a  statistically  significant  change  in  the  population  of  each  recorded  species.  Those  species 
which  are  statistically  significantly  different  at  the  95%  confidence  level  are  listed  below. 

INCREASES:  The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  increase  multiple  between  the  first  decade  (1966-1975)  and  the  last 

(2005-2014)  except  when  no  sightings  occurred  in  the  first  decade,  in  which  case  the  numbers  in 
parenthesis  indicate  the  total  number  observed  in  each  of  the  two  decades: 

Mute  Swan  (0/177);  Wood  Duck,  4.5x;  Gadwall,  7.5x;  Mallard,  1.5x;  Northern  Shoveler,  7.7x;  Green¬ 
winged  Teal,  3.2x;  Ring-necked  Duck,  2.6x;  Long-tailed  Duck,  2.7x;  Bufflehead,  2x;  Hooded  Merganser, 
1.6x;  Red-breasted  Merganser,  3.7x;  Ruddy  Duck,  11. 6x;  Wild  Turkey, 10. 5x;  Red-throated  Loon,  190x; 
Common  Loon,  13. 2x;  Red-necked  Grebe, 31. 3x;  Double-crested  Cormorant,  15103X;  Great  Blue 
Heron, 3. 6x;  Great  Egret,  73x;  Green  Heron  (0/12);  Black-crowned  Night-Heron, 13.2x;  Turkey  Vulture, 

27. 5x;  Osprey,  8.6x;  Bald  Eagle,  71  x;  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  6x;  Cooper’s  Hawk,  4.4x;  Northern  Goshawk, 
9x;  Red-tailed  Hawk,  1.6x;  Virginia  Rail,  32x;  Sandhill  Crane, (0/32);  Greater  Yellowlegs, 3. 9x;  Lesser 
Yellowlegs,  6x;  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  5.5x;  Little  Gull,  17. 7x;  Ring-billed  Gull,  4.8x;  Iceland  Gull, 1  lx;  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  (0/29);  Glaucous  Gull-7. 6x;  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  12.6x;  Caspian  Tern,  1016x; 
Common  Tern,  8.7x;  Rock  Pigeon,  3. lx;  Mourning  Dove,  2.5x;  Eastern  Screech  Owl,  2.3x;  Barred  Owl, 
3.8x;  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  23. 2x;  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  1 1  x;  Pileated  Woodpecker  3. lx,  Merlin 
(0/41);  Peregrine  Falcon  (0/32);  Common  Raven  (0/205);  Tree  Swallow,  5.3x;  Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallow,  76. 6x;  Barn  Swallow  7.9x;  Tufted  Titmouse,  10. lx;  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  2.2x;  Brown  Creeper, 
2x;  Carolina  Wren,  8.5x;  Winter  Wren,  3.1  x;  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  6.6x;  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  (0/14); 
Eastern  Bluebird,  3.2x;  Hermit  Thrush,  9.3x;  Gray  Catbird,  3.5x;  Northern  Mockingbird,  7.8x;  Brown 
Thrasher,  4.5x;  Pine  Warbler,  122x,  Chipping  Sparrow,  5.3x;Savannah  Sparrow,  2.1  x;  Swamp  Sparrow,  3x; 
White-throated  Sparrow,  2.2x;  Northern  Cardinal,  1.9x;  Purple  Finch,  2.2x;  House  Finch  (0/4712);  American 
Goldfinch,  2.7x. 
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DECREASES: 

The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  percentage  decrease  between  the  first  decade  (1966-1975)  and  the  last 
(2005-2014): 

Snow  Goose,  87%;  Canada  Goose, 76%;  Tundra  Swan, 78%;  American  Black  Duck,  82%;  Blue-winged 
Teal,  56%;  Canvasback,82%;  Greater  Scaup,  89%;  Common  Goldeneye,  77%;  Common  Merganser,  77%; 
Ring-necked  Pheasant,  88%;  Ruffed  Grouse,  53%;  Killdeer,  43%;  Long-eared  Owl,  86%;  Loggerhead 
Shrike, 100%;  Horned  Lark,  48%;  American  Robin,  23%;  European  Starling,  61%;  American  Tree  Sparrow, 
80%;  Vesper  Sparrow,  91%;  Song  Sparrow,  42%;  Red-winged  Blackbird  63%;  Eastern  Meadowlark,  81%; 
Common  Grackle,  78%;  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  64%;  Evening  Grosbeak,  99%;  House  Sparrow,  66%. 

OBSERVERS  (Section  compilers  are  printed  in  bold  face. parenthesis  if  not  in  field): 

Section  1:  Carol  Horvat,  Judy  Robins,  Nancy  Smith,  John  Stevens,  Rick  Thornton,  Rick  Young 


Section  2: 
Section  3: 
Section  4: 

John  Black,  Philip  Downey,  Jean  Hampson,  Bob  Highcock,  Dan  Salisbury,  Katherine  Stoltz 

Willie  D’Anna,  Lynne  Landon,  David  Muller,  Betsy  Potter,  Julie  Tedesco,  Anita  Wierzba,  Terry  Yonker 

Julie  Eberhart,  Neal  Gordon,  Braedon  James,  Brian  Morse,  Brooke  Morse,  Phoebe  Morse,  Paul  Pavlock, 
Holly  Sweeney, Bill  Watson 

Section  5: 
Section  6: 
Section  7: 
Section  8: 
Section  9: 

Morgan  Jones,  Celeste  Morien,  Thomas  Morien,  Susan  O’Donnell,  Thomas  O’Donnell 

Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie,  George  Thomas,  Maggie  Thomas 

H.M  .Bateman,  Blayne  Farnan,  Jean  Farnan,  Joseph  Fell,  Margaret  Partridge,  Jim  Rozanski,  Liz  Wells 
Jennifer  Barraza,  Jesse  Barraza,  Peter  BonEnfant,  Lynda  Goodridge,  Marcie  Jacklin,  Tim  Sebum 

Dave  Friedrich,  Michael  Galas,  Sylvia  Galas,  Jacki  Gray,  Ron  Hacker,  Sue  Hacker,  Chris  Hollister,  Tammy 
Kelly,  Bernie  Kester,  Mandy  Lofft,  Debbie  Milleville,  Chuck  Mitchell,  Sue  O’Donnell,  Tom  O’Donnell,  Gerry 
Rising,  Jessica  Warthling 

Section  10: 

Eli  Coleman,  Joan  Coleman,  Seaghan  Coleman,  Donna  DeLeon,  Robert  DeLeon,  Nick  Fratello,  David 
Gordon,  Jonna  Hamann,  Ana  Hernandez-Balzac,  Damon  Praefke,  Jajean  Rose-Burney,  Jihn  Stanbury, 
Sarah  Stanbury,  John  Welte,  Martha  Welte, 

Section  11: 

Gerry  Anderson,  Rose  Antos,  Valerie  Antos,  Rick  Bacher,  Alan  Baczkiewicz,  Steve  Brenner,  Nick  Engl, 
Alec  Humann,  Jeff  Locke,  Tim  McIntyre,  Lenore  Pawlowski,  Richard  Salembier,  Mary  Stever,  Dwayne 
Wood 

Section  12: 

Chris  Betrus,  Joe  Carlo,  Mark  Casell,  Gregory  Coniglio,  Paul  Fuhrmann,  Wayne  Gall,  Linda  Holmes,  Ed 
Hutton,  Meg  Janis,  Mike  Morgante,  Mark  Nichter 

Section  13: 

Douglas  Beattie,  Sara  Chase,  Tony  Ciambor,  Elaine  Dart,  ,  Maggie  Dadd,  Mark  Dadd,  Kurt  Fox,  Tad 
Gerace,  Jack  Hartwig,  Bill  Kistner,  Hans  Kunze,  Jodi  Laird,  KimMarie  Markel,  Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason, 

Jim  Ochterski,  Jame  Schmieder,  Suzy  Salo,  Paula  Stone,  Ginny  Tiede,  John  Volpe 

Section  14: 

Robert  Andrle,  Ken  Brandes,  Lewis  Crowell,  Joe  Fell,  Carolyn  Goff,  Tim  Goff,  Fred  Harrington,  Glena 
Leous,  Mark  Leous,  Patty  Madigan,  Rachael  Nees,  Sandy  Radigan,  Dennis  Russell,  Steve  Soule,  Nancy 
Vigyikan,  Paul  Vigyikan,  Peter  Yoerg 

Section  15: 
Section  16: 
Section  17: 
Section  18: 
Section  19: 

Ed  Ratajczak,  Sally  Uzunov 

Thomas  Connare,  Audrey  Horbett,  George  Phillips,  Frances  Rew 

Bert  Schweigert 

Bruce  Chilton,  Jim  Landau,  Karen  Landau,  Rick  Thomas,  Jim  Wojewodski 

Ruth  Boon,  Ida  Case,  Carolyn  Closser,  James  Fegley,  Jonathan  Mellaender,  Ivan  Miller,  Norman  Miller, 
Rudy  Miller,  Virginia  Norton,  Elizabeth  Oakerson,  Sean  Phelan,  Sarah  Phillips,  Michael  Raybuck,  Teresa 
Rork,  Carol  Stonemetz,  Jean  Wilson,  Larry  Wilson 

Section  20: 

Nan  Bowser,  Amy  Choboy,  Sylvia  Clarke,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Thomas  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Carol 
Hardenburg,  Terry  Mahoney,  Robert  Peterson,  Pam  Rossotto,  Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Keith  Stock, 
Gale  VerHague 

Section  21: 

Paul  Doran,  Ranjit  Laha,  Steve  Maggio,  Pat  Morton,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Petroline,  Bill  Seleen,  Tom 
Simmons,  Bob  Sundell 

Section  22: 
Section  23: 
Section  24: 
Section  25: 
Section  26: 
Section  27: 
Section  28: 

Jim  Berry,  Ranjit  Laha,  Twan  Leenders,  Bob  Sundell 

Jim  Berry,  Ranjit  Laha,  Twan  Leenders,  Ruth  Lundin,  Bob  Sundell 
(Tim  Baird)  ,Mike  DeSha 

(Tim  Baird),  Jeff  Reed,  James  VanScoy,  Regina  Van  Scoy 
(Russell  Allen)  Barbara  Kubiak,  Denton  Willett 

Russell  Allen,  Alison  Dickinson,  Jerry  Dickinson,  Wilma  Sanford 

Russell  Allen,  Dan  Babcock, Sue  Beckhorn,  Betsy  Brooks,  Mary  Lou  Cartledge,  Betty  Cheney,  Diane 
Converso,  Gary  Cornell,  Luann  Cornell,  Peter  Gradoni,  Geri  Hills,  Ralph  Hills,  Joyce  Krupnik,  Barbara 
Kubiak,  Kathy  MacDonald,  Pete  Mac  Donald,  Allen  Ormsby,  Kalyssa  Ormsby,  Mary  Ormsby,  Anne  Pipal, 
Bob  Pipal,  Ken  Reichman,  Ernest  Rositzke,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Maureen  Soule,  Tim  Timbrook,  Katie  Weiman 

Number  of  observers:  251 
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Summer  -  Autumn  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

July  27:  Sun.  Canada  Shorebird  Field  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at 
Vermont  and  Busti  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  We  will  car  pool  from 
there.  Among  other  places,  we  are  going  to  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park,  which  charges  $13.00  Canadian  per  car  for 
entry,  so  bring  Canadian  money,  if  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you 
have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or  enhanced  drivers 
license.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297). 

Aug.  31:  Sun.  Canada  Shorebird  Field  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at 
Vermont  and  Busti  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  We  will  car  pool  from 
there.  Among  other  places,  we  are  going  to  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park,  which  charges  $13.00  Canadian  per  car  for 
entry,  so  bring  Canadian  money,  if  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you 
have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or  enhanced  drivers 
license.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297). 

Sept.  6:  Sat.  Purple  Martin  Fall  Roost  Site  Field  Trip.  This  event 
is  jointly  sponsored  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and 
the  New  York  State  Purple  Martin  Project.  Meet  5:45  PM  at 
Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on  Grand  Island,  New  York  at  the 
large  parking  lot  on  East-West  Park  Road.  Thousands  of 
martins  typically  congregate  before  going  to  roost  in  the  reed 
bed  in  the  Niagara  River.  Join  us  and  see  this  exciting  event. 
Directions:  From  the  north,  exit  190  at  West  River  Road,  turn 
left  and  keep  going,  passing  over  the  190.  This  is  East  River 
Road.  Continue  to  the  parking  lot  on  the  left.  From  the  south, 
exit  190  by  turning  right  on  Long  Road.  Long  Road  ends  at 
Baseline  Road.  Turn  left  on  Baseline.  Baseline  ends  at  East- 
West  Park  Road.  Turn  left  and  find  the  larger  parking  lot  on  the 
right  on  East-West  Park  Road.  A  non-strenuous  short  walk  is 
required.  Reminder:  There  are  no  restroom  facilities  available  at 
Buckhorn  Island  State  Park.  This  link  provides  a  map  of  the 
park  showing  the  reed  bed  we  will  be  viewing  in  the  Niagara 
River:  http://nysparks.com/parks/attachments/ 
BuckhornlslandBuckhornlslandBCAMap.pdf.  Contact  Celeste 
Morien  at  585-721-8202  or  celeste.morien@gmail.com  or 
nyspurplemartins@gmail.com 

Sept.  10:  Wednesday.  The  2014  William  C.  Vaughn  Lecture  will 
be  held  in  the  Auditorium  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science.  Drs.  Peter  and  Rosemary  Grant  will  discuss:  Darwin's 
Finches.  They  will  discuss  their  20  years  of  fascinating  research 
into  evolution,  ecology  and  behavior  among  Darwin's  Finches  of 
the  Galapagos  Islands.  Their  study  of  finch  populations 


demonstrates  the  evolutionary  changes  in  beak  size  and  shape 
occur  very  rapidly  in  response  to  severe  environmental 
changes.  The  Grants  are  the  subject  of  the  book  The  Beak  of 
the  Finch:  A  Story  of  Evolution  in  Our  Time  by  Jonathan  Weiner, 
which  won  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  General  Non-fiction  in  1995, 
and  Emeritus  Professors  of  Ecology  and  Evolution  Biology  at 
Princeton  University. 

Sept.  14:  Sun.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  Field  Trip  for  fall  migrants. 

Meet  at  7:30  AM  at  the  Tifft  NP  parking  lot.  Leader:  Joe  Mitchell 

Oct.  11 :  Sat.  NOT  Sunday!  BOS  Annual  October  Count.  The 

compiler  is  Marcie  Jacklin  at  mjacklin@brocku.ca  or 
905-871-2577  (until  Sept.  26)  and  Jim  Landau  at 
landaujr@gmail.com  or  716-941-3869  (Sept.  27  to  Oct.  18).  All 
BOS  members  are  encouraged  to  participate. 

Nov.  15:  85th  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Anniversary 
Dinner  and  Lecture.  Acqua  Restaurant,  2192  Niagara  Street, 
Buffalo,  NY  14207,  716-874-5400.  Joel  Greenberg  will  present 
a  lecture  titled,  “The  Passenger  Pigeons  Flight  to  Extinction”. 
More  details  are  forthcoming. 


Yellow-throated  Warbler  photographed  by  Mike  Zebehazy 
at  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  on  April  24th. 
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THE  MONTH:  May 


Gerry  Rising 


David  Thomas  of  the  Buffalo  National  Weather 
Service  office  called  May  a  "pleasant  month,  mild  and 
quiet,"  and  for  many  of  us  who  suffered  through  those 
ups  and  downs  of  late  winter  and  early  spring  it  was 
about  time. 

Data  for  the  month:  temperature  average  (F),  57.7°, 
0.8°  above  average;  precipitation,  3.12  inches,  down  0.34 
inch.  The  general  pattern  was:  cool  and  mostly  dry 
through  the  first  week,  very  warm  from  May  8-15  with 
most  of  the  month's  rain  May  13-16,  the  rest  of  the  month 
generally  dry  and  just  cool  enough  to  wear  a  light 
sweater.  Perhaps  most  important  for  migrating  birds,  the 
nighttime  temperature  did  not  drop  into  the  30s  after  May 
5.  Weather  on  the  BOS  May  18  Count  was  cool  with  only 
a  few  isolated  showers.  One  strange  feature  this  year 
was  ice  remaining  along  the  Lake  Erie  shoreline  until  the 
beginning  of  this  month. 

A  quick  pass  through  the  month's  records:  A  Ross's 
Goose  on  the  first  in  Yates  and  a  late  Red-necked  Grebe 
in  Niagara  Falls.  Over  1000  cormorants  on  Motor  Island 
on  the  4th  with  half  of  them  still  there  on  the  20th;  3548 
on  the  Count:  control  of  these  island  destroyers  is  clearly 
not  working.  A  Tricolored  Heron  visited  Wilson,  posing  for 
excellent  photos,  from  May  24-30.  Earlier  a  Cattle  Egret 
appeared  there  on  the  11th.  More  Black  Vultures  reported 
with  1  at  Point  Graiiot  on  the  11th  and  6  on  the  Count, 
another  southern  species  extending  its  range  into  our 
territory.  Bald  Eagles:  51  on  the  Count  with  a  remarkable 
maximum  of  46  migrating  past  Ripley  on  the  3rd.  Several 
Sandhill  Crane  locations  reported  with  a  breeding  pair  in 
Stevensville,  Ontario.  A  Purple  Sandpiper  remained  at 
Goat  Island  until  mid-month  but  we  missed  it  on  the 
Count. 


The  number  of  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  on  the 
Count  is  almost  equal  to  the  total  of  Downy  and  Hairy 
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Noteworthy  Records 

Flycatcher  in 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians 

Forest  Lawn 
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May  Count  2014 

Cemetery  on  the 

Robert  DeLeon 

8th.  White-eyed 
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NYS  Purple  Martin  Project 

Vireo  on  the 

Celeste  Morien 

Audubon 
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Calendar 

Pilgrimage  in 

Allegany  SP  on  the  31st. 

Of  course,  the  interesting  birds  in  May  are  the 
warblers  and  the  excitement  of  late  April  spilled  over  into 
this  month.  Many  birders  were  attracted  to  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery  where  these  birds  congregated  in  a  single 
willow  and  nearby  trees  around  Mirror  Lake. 

Representing  the  uncommon  species  in  the  region: 
Prothonotary,  Worm-eating  and  Connecticut  Warblers 
and  Yellow-breasted  Chat  were  reported  as  were  all 
forms  of  Blue-wing-Golden-wing  complex.  But  the  most 
remarkable  among  these  rare  birds  were  the  Yellow- 
throated  Warblers  found  in  six  different  locations.  It  will  be 


(Top)  Tricolored  Heron,  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Wilson  on  May  24th  and  (Bottom)  female  Summer  Tanager 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Point  Gratiot  in  Dunkirk  NY 
on  May  10th. 


interesting  to  see  in 
the  future  if  this 
represents  a  one-time 
mass  overflight  or  the 
beginning  of  a  real 
range  extension. 

We  have  a 
different  kind  of 
movement  into  the 
region  going  on  with 
Clay-colored 
Sparrows  coming  in 
from  the  west  and 
north,  but  I  am 
saddened  to  see 
them  reported  as 
often  as  Grasshopper 
Sparrows,  a  species  I 
formerly  considered 
common.  And  this 
year  again  there  were 
no  Henslow's 
Sparrows.  Two  late 
records:  Fox  Sparrow 
at  Sinking  Ponds  on 
the  20th  and  Lincoln's 
Sparrow  in  Wilson  on 
the  24th. 

Exciting  rarities: 
Summer  Tanager  in 
two  locations,  Elma 
and  Point  Gratiot, 

Blue  Grosbeak  in 
Ellery  and  Yellow¬ 
headed  Blackbird  at 
Iroquois  NWR. 

A  personal 
observation:  It  was 
wonderful  to  see  the  proportion  of  young  birders  in  Forest 
Lawn,  many  drawn  by  the  ease  of  photographing  these 
attractive  migrants.  After  years  when  the  average  age  of 
BOS  members  has  increased  by  one  year  each  year  I 
take  this  as  a  hopeful  sign  for  the  future  of  regional 
birding. 

And  a  note  that  will  show  how  out  of  touch  I  have 
been:  In  2012  the  American  Ornithologists  Union 
checklist  reordered  the  falcons  to  a  location  between 
woodpeckers  and  flycatchers.  According  to  Paul  Hess, 
"Recent  genetic  studies  found  that  falcons  are  much 
more  closely  related  to  songbirds  than  to  other  "hawks" 

—  quite  a  jolt  to  our  traditional  belief."  This  change  has 
affected  the  order  of  the  accompanying  Noteworthy 
Records  and  Count. 


The  Prothonotary  is  published 
monthly  by  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  NY 
14211.  Send  address  changes  to 
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2013-2015 
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Thomas  O'Donnell 
Michael  Morgante 
Robert  DeLeon 
Donna  DeLeon 
Tim  Baird 
Willie  D’Anna 
Mike  Morgante 
Audrey  Horbett 


Douglas  Beattie 
Karen  Lee  Lewis 
David  Suggs 
Joseph  Fell 
Michael  Galas 
Lynne  Landon 
Ron  Hacker 
Marsha  Heckle 
Debbie  Suggs 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Willet  photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  at  Bertie 
Bay  in  Ridgeway  on  May  5th,  Red-necked  Grebe 
photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Niagara  Falls  on  May  25th, 
Olive-sided  Flycatcher  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Allegany  State  Park  on  May  31st,  and  Purple  Sandpiper 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Goat  Island  on  May  4th. 
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(Top  to  Bottom)  Photographed  by  Sue  Barth:  Black-billed 
Cuckoo  at  Meadville  Marsh  in  Tonawanda  WMA  on  May 
28th,  Upland  Sandpiper  at  Minkel  Road  in  Strykerville  on 
May  6th,  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  at  Tifft  NP  on  May  22nd, 
and  second  year  male  Orchard  Oriole  at  Twelve  Mile  Creek, 
mouth  of  west  branch,  on  May  24th. 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Photographed  by  Sue  Barth:  Eastern 
Whip-poor-will  at  Wilson  on  May  3rd,  Prairie  Warbler  at 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  on  May  8th,  Prothonotary  Warbler  at 
Meadville  Marsh  in  Tonawanda  WMA  on  May  28th,  and  Sora 
at  Meadville  Marsh  in  Tonawanda  WMA  on  May  4th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Ross’s  Goose 

1 

1 

Yates 

D’Anna 

Mute  Swan 

24 

4 

Wilson 

Salembier,  Watson 

M 

27 

1 

UB  North  Campus 

Fell 

Trumpeter  Swan 

3;  5 

1;  1 

Elba 

Morien;  Beattie 

Gadwall 

5 

56 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

3 

32 

Batavia  WWTP 

McElvany 

M 

27 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Northern  Pintail 

3;  4 

140;  166 

Elba 

Beattie;  Lawrence 

(i 

20,  28 

2,2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien  et  al 

Green-winged  Teal 

3;  4 

200;  221 

Elba 

Morien;  Lawrence 

Canvasback 

24;  29 

1 

Niagara  College  (Ont) 

DeLange;  Highcock 

Redhead 

5 

30 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

u 

7 

2 

TifftNP 

Sharon 

u 

24 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

u 

25 

1 

Kiantone 

Berry 

Ring-necked  Duck 

5 

100 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

Greater  Scaup 

22L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson,  Barth 

Lesser  Scaup 

3 

125 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

u 

27,  28 

2 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  Martin 

if 

29 

1 

TifftNP 

Watson 

Surf  Scoter 

12 

23 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

14L 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

White-winged  Scoter 

3 

50 

Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

M 

5;  25;  28 

5;  1;  1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie;  Lawrence;  Spahr 

Black  Scoter 

12L 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Long-tailed  Duck 

28L 

5 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Bufflehead 

24 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

u 

31 

2 

Allegany  SP 

Miles,  Hardiman 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1;  28 

200;  6 

Wilson 

Watson;  D’Anna 

Ruddy  Duck 

3,  25 

110,  28 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

u 

5;  28 

25;  6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Lawrence;  Morien,  Martin 

Red-throated  Loon 

5 

4 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Black,  Salisbury 

8,  27 

7,1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

24 

5 

Shadigee 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Horned  Grebe 

3;  17;  24 

16;  2;  1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Frauen;  D’Anna;  Pawlicki 

Red-necked  Grebe 

2,6 

3,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

5 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Van  strom 

17 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Frauen,  D’Anna,  Potter 

ii 

.24,  25 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Pawlicki 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

2 

279 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

ii 

4 

1067 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

ii 

20 

516 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

American  Bittern 

3 

1 

Elba 

Fox 

ii 

6;  28 

1;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson;  Morien 

12;  23 

2;  2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Beattie;  Lawrence 

25 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Kruitbosch 

54 


Species 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer^) 

Least  Bittern 

17F 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

u 

19 

1 

TifftNP 

Sharon 

u 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

Great  Blue  Heron 

20 

106 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

M 

20,  23 

216,  245 

Iroquois  NWR 

Lawrence 

Great  Egret 

4 

121 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

20;  23 

20;  35 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien;  Lawrence 

M 

22 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Tricolored  Heron 

24-30 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al;  Watson;  O.  Gall 

Cattle  Egret 

11 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

5 

207 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black  Vulture 

4 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau 

M 

9 

1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

<4 

11 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Lenz,  Walker 

Turkey  Vulture 

8,9 

413,  1061 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

M 

9;  13 

915;  131 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson;  Sweeney,  Landau 

Osprey 

1 

11 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau 

u 

1 

16 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

u 

8 

1 

Clay  Ponds  WMA 

Berry 

u 

16 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier 

u 

3,  9 

46,  33 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

u 

4 

2  +  3  yg 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

it 

9 

9 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

u 

11 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier 

u 

25 

2+2  yg 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

L&R  Goodridge,  Jacklin 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

1,3 

24,  8 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau 

u 

1,8 

40,  37 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

8 

8 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau,  Zebehazy 

Northern  Goshawk 

12 

1  ad 

Golden  Hill  SF 

Reed 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

i;  9 

787;  133 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau;  Watson 

M 

1,9 

1725,  201 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

i;  9 

13;  14 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau;  Watson 

M 

8,  9 

26,  18 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

13 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Giles 

Golden  Eagle 

6L 

1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

Virginia  Rail 

5 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

M 

17;  24 

1;  4 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Holmes;  Morrison 

U 

17 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Sora 

4F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Barth 

u 

5 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

Sandhill  Crane 

3,  9 

2,3 

Shelby 

Morien 

6;  27 

2;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Yoerg 

12 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Lawrence 

u 

15 

1 

Ripley 

Hardenburg 

u 

21 

2  ad+3  yg 

Stevensville  (Ont) 

Marr 

22 

2 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

24 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1,17 

4,3 

Yates 

D’Anna 

M 

16,  24 

5,  1 

Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

It 

17;  23 

3;  5 

Somerset 

Frauen;  Mitchell 

It 

24,  25 

13,  2 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

It 

25 

30 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sharon 

Semipalmated  Plover 

6F,  24 

1,  17 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

M 

9 

9 

Elba 

Fox 

It 

16 

40 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

13;  25 

51;  23 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Lawrence 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

31L 

1 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

3;  4 

99;  102 

Elba 

Fox;  Lawrence 

a 

25L 

2 

Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

Willet 

2;  5 

i;  1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien;  Beattie 

it 

4-5 

1 

Ridgeway  (Ont) 

DeLange 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

3;  4 

155;  163 

Elba 

Fox;  Lawrence 
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$p<?cie.s 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

QbsecYer(s) 

Upland  Sandpiper 

6 

1 

North  Java 

Barth 

Whimbrel 

25F 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

10F 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Guthrie 

M 

11 

3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

U 

19 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

M 

21 

2 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

II 

24 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Sanderling 

24,  25 

5,  3 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

9F;  28 

1;  14 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom;  Kruitbosch  et  al 

u 

13 

3 

Elma 

Holmes 

m 

30 

58 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin 

Least  Sandpiper 

11;  28 

75;  11 

North  Harmony 

Lenz,  Walker;  Kruitbosch  et  al 

u 

14 

100 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

20F-24 

2 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Barth  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

24L 

2 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4;  14;  15L 

1 

Goat  1. 

Barth;  Watson;  Pawlicki 

Dunlin 

IF 

8 

Hartland 

D’Anna 

a 

14 

40 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

a 

25 

667 

Lake  Erie,  N.  shore 

Yoerg 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

10F 

6 

Sardinia 

Wojewodzki 

u 

17 

2 

Yates 

D’Anna 

M 

20 

6 

Tonawanda 

Lawrence 

U 

21,  22,  24 

1,2,2 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

a 

31 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gainey 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

3F 

1 

Elba 

Morien,  Fox 

M 

20 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  Barth 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

24,  25 

85 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki 

Little  Gull 

2 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

u 

24,  25 

2,3 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki 

Iceland  Gull 

11 

1 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

M 

14;  15 

1 

Goat  1. 

Watson;  Pawlicki 

(I 

17;  24 

1;  2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Humann;  Yoerg 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

6 

2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

u 

11, 27 

1,3 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

M 

27 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Glaucous  Gull 

2;  4 

i;  1 

Buffalo 

Humann;  Rose-Burney 

M 

7;  11 

1;  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  Lenz,  Walker 

II 

17L 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Humann 

Caspian  Tern 

1 

55 

Point  Gratiot 

VerHague 

it 

15 

64 

Wilson  Pier 

D’Anna  et  al 

Black  Tern 

10,  28 

18,  27 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

it 

19;  24 

2;  2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna;  Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Common  Tern 

11 

350 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz,  Walker 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

10F 

1 

Grand  1. 

Watson 

it 

14 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

10F 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Leenders  et  al 

u 

15,  17 

1,  1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Snowy  Owl 

9L 

1 

Cambria 

McIntyre;  D’Anna 

Common  Nighthawk 

9F 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

it 

9F-29 

2 

Jamestown 

Kruitbosch 

ii 

10,  24 

1,  1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

it 

22 

10 

Stow 

Vanstrom 

ii 

23 

6 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Vanstrom 

Eastern  Whip-poor-will 

2 

1 

Jamestown 

Berry 

it 

3 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Barth 

ii 

31 

3 

Wainfleet  Bog  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  Goodridge,  DeLange 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

3F 

1 

Shelby 

Morien 

it 

4 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

8 

3 

Emery  Park 

Holmes 

ii 

8,  10;  30 

1,2;  2 

TifftNP 

Sharon;  Burke 

M 

8,  12;  14 

1,  1;  3 

Point  Gratiot 

Goetz;  VerHague 

M 

9,  15 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

VerHague 

12-24 

1  -2 

Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

II 

16 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Sankey,  Grassie 

56 


SDecies 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observers! 

M 

17 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

M 

24 

3 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin 

U 

26 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Vanstrom 

Merlin 

1 

1 

Wilson 

Watson 

u 

4,23 

1,  1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

u 

5;  7 

2;  1 

Amherst  SP 

Rising;  Salembier 

tf 

21 

1  + 1  yg 

Tonawanda 

Kerr 

U 

27 

1 

Dunkirk 

Leenders 

Peregrine  Falcon 

8 

2 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau,  Zebehazy 

if 

12 

1 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

fi 

13 

2 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell 

u 

15 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

24 

1 

UB  south  campus 

Yoerg 

It 

30 

1 

Dunkirk 

Hardenburg 

★ 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

8F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Mitchell,  Salembier 

tt 

31 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird,  Morien 

* 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

7F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Rose-Burney 

tt 

9 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

Humann 

u 

9 

1 

College  Lodge,  Fredonia 

Leenders  et  al 

★ 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

17F 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

u 

22,  29 

1,1 

Williamsville 

Watson,  Barth 

M 

22 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Barton 

★ 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

14F;  19 

1;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Holmes 

tt 

14F 

1 

Westfield 

Hardenburg 

u 

22 

7 

College  Lodge,  Fredonia 

Kruitbosch  et  al 

* 

Alder  Flycatcher 

11 F 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Lenz 

u 

12 

1 

Middlebury 

Beattie,  Stone 

u 

12 

2 

North  Harmony 

Kruitbosch  et  al 

* 

Willow  Flycatcher 

9F;  11 

i ;  1 

North  Harmony 

Kruitbosch  et  al;  Lenz 

10 

2 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

* 

Least  Flycatcher 

IF 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

ti 

IF 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

VerHague 

a 

3 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

★ 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

IF 

1 

RTPI 

Kruitbosch 

ti 

3 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Eastern  Kingbird 

3 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

McElvany 

★ 

White-eyed  Vireo 

31 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird,  Morien,  D’Anna 

★ 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

6F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

tt 

7 

2 

Wilson  Cemetery 

Potter,  D’Anna 

* 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

10F 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

ii 

11 

1 

Hill  Higher  SF 

Kruitbosch  et  al 

tt 

12,  23,  26 

1,2,  1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

it 

22 

3 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

it 

22 

4 

TifftNP 

Sharon 

tf 

25 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Watson 

* 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

4F 

1 

Royalton  Ravine  Park 

Kauffman 

ti 

6 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Common  Raven 

8 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Bank  Swallow 

25 

100 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Watson 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

23L 

1 

Wilson 

Mitchell 

★ 

Veery 

3F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Morse,  Hamilton 

tt 

3F 

1 

Buffalo 

Abbott 

* 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

14F 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

if 

15 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

★ 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

6F 

1 

Reinstein  Preserve 

Gainey 

tf 

8 

5 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier,  D’Anna  et  al 

if 

20,  21 

6,  18 

Tonawanda 

Hess 

Hermit  Thrush 

24L 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

Gray  Catbird 

1 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

if 

1 

1 

Ashford 

J  Rosenburg 

American  Pipit 

10 

15 

Hartland 

D’Anna 

Lapland  Longspur 

4L 

75 

Niag.-on-the-Lake  (Ont) 

Burke 

* 

Ovenbird 

IF 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 

tt 

3 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Kerr 

57 


Species 

May 

Ngmfrer 

Location 

* 

Worm-eating  Warbler 

12F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

★ 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

u 

10 

1 

East  Amherst 

u 

11 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

u 

14 

1 

Wilson 

M 

16 

1 

Portland 

* 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

6F 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

u 

6F 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

* 

Brewster’s  Warbler 

11 F 

1 

Welland  (Ont) 

★ 

Lawrence’s  Warbler 

21 

1 

Ashford 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

21 

1 

Pomfret 

u 

23-29 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

★ 

Tennessee  Warbler 

7F 

1 

West  Seneca 

u 

8 

1 

Bethany 

★ 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

2F;  3 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

7 

1 

Darien  Lakes  SP 

22L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

★ 

Mourning  Warbler 

9F 

3 

College  Lodge,  Fredonia 

M 

9F 

1 

Mt.  Pleasant  SF 

9F 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

* 

Common  Yellowthroat 

IF 

1 

Portland 

(i 

2 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Hooded  Warbler 

6 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

u 

6 

3 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 

★ 

American  Redstart 

3F 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

(i 

3F 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

★ 

Cape  May  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Point  Breeze 

t< 

3F 

1 

Westfield 

u 

7 

9 

Wilson 

M 

23L 

2 

Wilson 

★ 

Cerulean  Warbler 

9F 

2 

Tonawanda  Indian  Res. 

ti 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

u 

22 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Northern  Parula 

8 

6 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

u 

30 

3 

Allegany  SP 

★ 

Magnolia  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

u 

3 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

★ 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

8F 

4 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

u 

9 

2 

Amherst  SP 

* 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

IF 

1 

East  Amherst 

(t 

IF 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

u 

7;  10 

6;  14 

Amherst  SP 

u 

7 

10 

Wilson 

* 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

5F 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

K 

6 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

u 

6 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

* 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Allegany  SP 

11 

2 

Wilson 

u 

11 

1 

Jamestown 

* 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

2F,  3 

1,2 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Palm  Warbler  (palmarum) 

23L 

1 

Olcott 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

1-9 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

a 

1 

1 

Silver  Creek 

a 

2 

1 

Amherst  SP 

a 

20;  30 

1;  1 

Allegany  SP 

a 

24 

i 

Tifft  NP 

a 

25 

1 

Hill  Higher  SF 

* 

Prairie  Warbler 

5F 

i 

Ashford 

a 

8 

i 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Black-throated  Green  Warb. 

7 

19 

Wilson 

a 

7;  10 

25;  11 

Amherst  SP 

★ 

Canada  Warbler 

10F,  11 

1,3 

Attica 

u 

10F 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

a 

10F 

4 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Observer(s) 

Yoerg  et  al 

Smith,  Ross 

Lewis,  Kester 

Jacklin,  Goodridge 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Hardenburg 

Kerr 

Stillman 

Robins 

J  Rosenburg 

VerHague 

Mitchell  et  al 

Kerr 

Beattie 

Praefke;  Humann  et  al 
Mitchell 

Sharon;  Watson,  Barth 

Kruitbosch  et  al 

Vanstrom 

Humann  et  al 

Hardenburg 

Potter 

Yoerg 

VerHague 

Kerr 

Weyandt 

Fox 

Hardenburg 
D’Anna,  Potter 
D’Anna 
Rising 
Morien 

Watson,  Barth 

Salembier 

Morien  et  al 

VerHague 

Weyandt 

D’Anna  et  al 

Contino 

Lewis 

VerHague 

Salembier;  Pawlicki 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Berry 

Kerr 

Kruitbosch 
Kruitbosch  et  al 
Potter 
Hardenburg 
Humann  et  al 
Mitchell 

Many  observers 

O’Connell 

Salembier 

Morgante;  Shaw 

Coleman 

Kruitbosch 

J  Rosenburg 

D’Anna,  Morien,  Barth  et  al 
Potter,  D’Anna 
Salembier;  Pawlicki 
Beattie  et  al 
Kester,  Coleman 
Kruitbosch  et  al 
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Species 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

u 

22 

7 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon 

*  Wilson’s  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Royalton  Ravine  Park 

Kauffman 

u 

8 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

M 

28L 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Barth 

*  Yellow-breasted  Chat 

9F 

1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Stoltz 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Blasdell 

O’Connell,  Barth,  Landau 

u 

1, 8,  25 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

u 

2 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Fell  et  al 

M 

8;  9 

i;  1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Black, Downey;  Black, Stoltz 

U 

11 

2 

Olcott 

Potter,  D’Anna 

u 

12 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Watson 

u 

15 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Vesper  Sparrow 

3 

2 

Elba 

Lawrence 

u 

20 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

23 

1 

Yates 

Mitchell 

u 

29 

2 

West  Valley 

Barth 

*  Grasshopper  Sparrow 

17F;  28 

3;  2 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Stevenson;  Barth 

a 

22 

2 

Artpark  SP 

Kerr 

a 

26 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

u 

27,  28 

1,  1 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Lawrence 

u 

31 

4 

Welland  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  Goodridge,  DeLange 

Fox  Sparrow 

6 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Yoerg 

u 

20L 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

7,  24L 

1,  1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

31L 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Vanstrom 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

21 

1 

Wilson  Cemetery 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*  Summer  Tanaaer 

6,7 

1 

Elma 

Szurgot 

(( 

10 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Barth 

*  Scarlet  Tanager 

6F 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Kruitbosch  et  al 

u 

7 

1 

RTPI 

Kruitbosch  et  al 

*  Blue  Grosbeak 

7 

1 

Ellery 

Childs 

*  Indigo  Bunting 

6F 

1 

Olcott 

Weber 

m 

7 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

M 

7 

1 

Ashford 

J  Rosenburg 

(( 

7 

1 

Jamestown 

Kruitbosch  et  al 

*  Bobolink 

IF 

3 

Jamestown  Airport 

Kruitbosch  et  al 

a 

3 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

a 

3 

1 

Knox  Farm  SP 

Coleman 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird 

4 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gainey;  Fogarty 

*  Orchard  Oriole 

3F,  9,  16 

1,  1,  1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

(i 

3F 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

it 

8 

2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

tt 

12 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

M 

12 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Goetz 

tt 

31 

3 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

*  Baltimore  Oriole 

IF 

1 

Jamestown 

Kruitbosch  et  al 

tt 

3 

2 

Aurora 

Holmes 

u 

3 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thomas 

ti 

3 

2 

Chautauqua  Institution 

Karp 

tt 

3 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Pine  Siskin 

4 

2 

Porter 

Clark 

tt 

9 

1 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  200 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month  (including  May  Count):  65 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date):  265 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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Report  of  the  2014  Annual  B.O.S.  May  Bird  Count 

Date:  May  18,  2014  Compiler:  Robert  L.  DeLeon 


Weather  Synopsis* 

The  count  area  was  under  the  general  influence  of  a  high  pressure  area  centered  in  Ohio.  Temperatures  were  slightly  below  normal, 
warming  only  into  the  mid  50’s.  Winds  remained  steady  from  the  southwest  for  the  entire  day.  The  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  was  slightly 
cooler  and  the  entire  Niagara  Peninsula  experienced  occasional  light  showers  midday  and  heavier  showers  late  in  the  day  ahead  of  an 
advancing  cold  front.  Other  sections  of  the  count  area  remained  rain  free.  Buffalo  radar  showed  a  northward  movement  of  birds  along 
the  Niagara  Escarpment  late  in  the  evening  after  showers  passed. 

Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport 


Sunrise:  5:50  AM  EDT  Sunset:  8:35  PM  EDT 


TIME 

WEATHER 

TEMP 

DEW  PT 

PRESSURE 

DIR/WIND  REMARKS 

12:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

47F 

40F 

30.19inchcs 

SW7 

3:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

44 

40 

30.20 

SW6 

6:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

43 

40 

30.23 

SW7 

9:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

49 

41 

30.27 

SW10 

12:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

55 

39 

30.27 

SW13 

3:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

57 

37 

30.24 

SW14 

6:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

54 

28 

30.23 

SW13 

9:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

50 

40 

30.22 

SW10 

12:00  am 

Clear 

50 

37 

30.22 

SW10 

*  Weather  information  provided  by  Terry  Yonker 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated.  Bold  face  names 
indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verification  forms  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last  dates  for  the  spring  migration, 

*  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses. 


Geese-Herons 


Canada  Goose 

3563 

Common  Merganser 

33 

Mute  Swan 

6  (2,4) 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

743 

Wood  Duck 

152 

Ruddy  Duck 

42  (1,13,17) 

Gadwall 

7  (8,20) 

Unspecified  waterfowl 

8 

American  Wigeon 

6  (2,13,20) 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

20 

American  Black  Duck 

12  (4,5,21) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

16 

Mallard 

709 

Wild  Turkey 

83 

Blue-winged  Teal 

9  (2,10,13) 

Red-throated  Loon 

41  (4) 

Northern  Shoveler 

7  (2,7,11) 

Common  Loon 

97 

Northern  Pintail 

1  (10) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

18 

Green-winged  Teal 

2  (1) 

Homed  Grebe 

10 

Redhead 

4  (Is) 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

3548 

Greater  Scaup 

17 

American  Bittern 

1  (10) 

Lesser  Scaup 

15  (9,13) 

Least  Bittern 

2  (5) 

White-winged  Scoter 

6  (3,4) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

618 

Long-tailed  Duck 

1794 

Great  Egret 

146 

Bufflehead 

38 

Green  Heron 

49 

Common  Goldeneye 

L  6  (1,3) 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

122 

Hooded  Merganser 

20 

Vultures-Cranes 

Turkey  Vulture 

675 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

191 

Black  Vulture 

6  (2,3) 

American  Kestrel 

55 

Osprey 

44 

Merlin 

2  (22) 

Bald  Eagle 

51 

Peregrine  Falcon 

9  (7,11) 

Northern  Harrier 

10 

Unspecified  hawks 

4 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

7 

Virginia  Rail 

3  (8,11) 
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Cooper's  Hawk 

20 

Sora 

4 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

15 

Common  Gallinule 

10 

(5,10,13) 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

14 

American  Coot 

9 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

L  1 

(12) 

Sandhill  Crane 

1 

(6) 

Plovers  -  Terns 

Black-bellied  Plover 

8 

(4,7,20) 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

2 

(5,10) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

82 

American  Woodcock 

16 

Killdeer 

283 

Unspecified  shorebirds 

15 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

5 

(8,10) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

2001 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

16 

Ring-billed  Gull 

7202 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

15 

Herring  Gull 

845 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

100 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2 

(4) 

Upland  Sandpiper 

2 

(10) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

68 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

15 

(3,6) 

Unspecified  gulls 

649 

Least  Sandpiper 

325 

Caspian  Tem 

243 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

1 

(22) 

Common  Tem 

724 

Dunlin 

79 

Black  Tem 

19 

(10) 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

10 

(7) 

Pigeons-Swallows 

Rock  Pigeon 

811 

Willow  Flycatcher 

52 

Mourning  Dove 

1377 

Least  Flycatcher 

63 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

4 

(3,13,21) 

Unspecified  Empidonax 

14 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

5 

(13,18,21) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

204 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

9 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

211 

Great  Homed  Owl 

2 

(1,4) 

Eastern  Kingbird 

372 

Barred  Owl 

8 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

29 

Common  Nighthawk 

4 

(21) 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

25 

Chimney  Swift 

360 

Warbling  Vireo 

323 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

188 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

12 

Belted  Kingfisher 

67 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

317 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

18 

Blue  Jay 

923 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

288 

American  Crow 

1696 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

73 

Common  Raven 

21 

Downy  Woodpecker 

221 

Homed  Lark 

62 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

107 

Purple  Martin 

500 

Northern  Flicker 

331 

Tree  Swallow 

1734 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

40 

Bank  Swallow 

958 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

70 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

322 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

1 

(20) 

Cliff  Swallow 

297 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

1 

(5) 

Bam  Swallow 

2267 

Alder  Flycatcher 

23 

Tits-Waxwings 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

662 

Veery 

130 

Tufted  Titmouse 

113 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

5 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

51 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

31 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

149 

Hermit  Thrush 

17 

Brown  Creeper 

15 

Wood  Thrush 

263 

Carolina  Wren 

36 

American  Robin 

5556 

House  Wren 

348 

Gray  Catbird 

1428 

Winter  Wren 

7 

Northern  Mockingbird 

40 

Marsh  Wren 

22 

Brown  Thrasher 

104 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

1 

(13) 

European  Starling 

6406 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

10 

American  Pipit 

L  42 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

44 

Cedar  Waxwing 

184 

Eastern  Bluebird 

334 

Warblers 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

104 

Prairie  Warbler 

12 

61 


Golden-winged  Warbler 

3 

(6,7) 

Palm  Warbler 

22 

Brewster’s  Warbler 

1 

(8) 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

49 

Tennessee  Warbler 

160 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

23 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

2 

(4,13) 

Cerulean  Warbler 

3 

(5,13) 

Nashville  Warbler 

33 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

16 

Northern  Parula 

33 

American  Redstart 

376 

Yellow  Warbler 

1802 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

♦ 

1 

(28) 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

241 

Ovenbird 

148 

Magnolia  Warbler 

201 

Northern  Waterthrush 

37 

Cape  May  Warbler 

12 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

4 

(14,17,20) 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

33 

Connecticut  Warbler 

* 

1 

(9) 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

288 

Mourning  Warbler 

4 

(13,20,22) 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

61 

Common  Yellowthroat 

716 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

41 

Hooded  Warbler 

108 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

1 

(24) 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

28 

Pine  Warbler 

20 

Canada  Warbler 

24 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

1 

(3) 

Tanagers  -  House  Sparrows 

Scarlet  Tanager 

106 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

455 

Summer  Tanager 

1 

(8) 

Indigo  Bunting 

125 

Eastern  Towhee 

230 

Bobolink 

799 

Chipping  Sparrow 

983 

Northern  Cardinal 

912 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

1 

(4) 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6491 

Field  Sparrow 

145 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

138 

Vesper  Sparrow 

3 

(4,8,17) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

L 

10 

(4,5,27) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

204 

Common  Grackle 

2996 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

2 

(9,10) 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

982 

Song  Sparrow 

1666 

Orchard  Oriole 

15 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

1 

(7) 

Baltimore  Oriole 

992 

Swamp  Sparrow 

141 

Purple  Finch 

181 

White-throated  Sparrow 

43 

House  Finch 

258 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

111 

American  Goldfinch 

2178 

Unspecified  sparrows 

37 

House  Sparrow 

1480 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

181 

SUMMARY  INFORMATION:  Total  species  observed:  21 1  (above  average) 

Total  individual  birds  observed:  82,741  (average) 

Number  of  observers:  208 

COMMENTS:  The  2014  May  count  was  good  with  a  number  of  species  observed  that  were  missed  last  year  and  a  large  number  of 
species  observed  in  record  numbers. 

HIGHEST  COUNTS  FOR  2014  (COMPARED  TO  1968-2014) 

The  following  species  recorded  the  highest  count  in  2014:  Long-tailed  Duck  (1794),  Red-throated  Loon  (41),  Common 
Loon  (97),  Great  Blue  Heron  (146),  Great  Egret  (146),  Osprey  (44),  Bald  Eagle  (51),  Peregrine  Falcon  (9),  Caspian 
Tem  (243),  Eastern  Bluebird  (338),  Gray  Catbird  (1428),  Northern  Parula  (33),  Black  Vulture  (6) 

HIGH  COUNTS  FOR  2014  (COMPARED  TO  1968-2014) 

The  following  species  recorded  a  high  count  in  2014  which  was  2  standard  deviations  above  their  average  count  for 
1965-2014:  Least  Sandpiper  (325),  Bonaparte’s  Gull  (2001),  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  (288),  Cliff  Swallow  (297), 
Carolina  Wren  (36),  Northern  Mockingbird  (40),  Pine  Warbler  (20). 

LOW  COUNTS  FOR  2014  (COMPARED  TO  1968-2014) 

No  species  recorded  a  low  less  than  2  standard  deviations  below  the  average  1965-2014. 

NOTABLE  SPECIES  MISSING  FROM  THE  COUNT  FOR  2014 

The  following  species  were  missing  from  the  2014  count:  Ruddy  Turnstone  (present  72/75  years,  average  count  =  32, 
maximum  count  =  306) 
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NOTABLE  RARE  SIGHTINGS  FOR  2014 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (2),  Connecticut  Warbler,  Summer  Tanager,  Black  Vulture  (6,  first  record  on  the  May  Count) 


OBSERVERS  (Section  compilers  are  printed  in  bold  face.): 

Section  1:  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Julie  Tedesco,  Nancy  Smith,  Terry  Yonker 

Section  2:  John  Black,  Paula  Clark,  Philip  Downey,  Jean  Hampson,  Bob  Highcock,  Carol  Horvat,  John  Stevens,  Katherine  Stoltz,  Rick  Young 

Section  3:  Willie  D’Anna,  David  Gordon,  David  Muller,  Betsy  Potter,  John  Welte,  Martha  Welte,  Anita  Wierzber 

Section  4:  Julie  Eberhart,  Leonard  Gordon,  Neal  Gordon,  Brian  Morse,  Brooke  Morse,  Phoebe  Morse,  Jim  Pawlicki,  Bill  Watson 

Section  5:  Morgan  Jones,  Celeste  Morien,  James  Rozanski,  Elizabeth  Wells 

Section  6:  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie 

Section  7:  HM  Bateman,  Joseph  Fell,  Barbara  Henderson,  Peter  Yeorg 

Section  8:  Peter  BonEnfant,  Lynda  Goodridge,  Marcie  Jacklin,  Cindy  Marr,  Roy  Sorgenfrei 

Section  9:  James  Bunn,  Dave  Friedrich,  Mike  Galas,  Sylvia  Galas,  Ron  Hacker,  Sue  Hacker,  Christopher  Hollister,  Tammy  Kelly,  Bemie  Kester,  Karen 
Lee  Lewis,  Michelle  Little,  Carly  Milleville,  Debra  Milleville,  Susan  O'Donnell,  Tom  O'Donnell,  Gerry  Rising,  Don  Roberson 
Section  10:  Donna  V.  DeLeon,  Robert  L.  DeLeon,  Cynthia  Lehman,  Albert  Palumbo,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier,  Paul  Ziebarth 

Section  11:  Alan  Baczkiewicz,  Mike  Galas,  Barbara  Henderson,  Alec  Humann,  Susan  O'Donnell,  Thomas  O'Donnell,  Richard  Salembier,  Peter  Yoerg 
Section  12:  Benjamin  Betrus,  Chris  Betrus,  Mark  Cassel,  Greg  Coniglio,  Ed  Hutton,  Gayle  Hutton,  Linda  Holmes,  Meg  Janis,  Mike  Morgante,  Sarah 
Piecuch,  Mike  Zebehazy 

Section  13:  Sarah  Balduf,  Doug  Beattie,  Sharon  Beattie,  Carol  Briton,  Sara  Chase,  Elaine  Dart,  Julia  Garver,  Tad  Gerace,  Jack  Hartwig,  Paul  Hess, 

Shelia  Hess,  Bill  Kistner,  Debbie  Laird,  Jodi  Laird,  KimMarie  Markel,  Jane  Mason,  Marc  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Jim  Ochterski,  Alan  Sawyer, 
Jane  Schmieder,  Abby  Stone,  Gary  Stone,  Diane  Stringham,  John  Volpe,  Mary  Volpe 

Section  14:  Robert  Andrle,  Ken  Brandes,  Caroline  Goff,  Tim  Goff,  Fred  Harrington,  Glena  Leous,  Mark  Leous,  Patty  Madigan,  Sandy  Radigan,  Nancy 
Vigyikan,  Paul  Vigyikan 


Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 


15:  Eli  Coleman,  Seaghan  Coleman,  Jean  Rose-Gumey,  Edward  Ratajczak,  Sally  Uzunov 
16:  Thomas  Connare,  Audrey  Horbett,  George  Phillips,  Francis  Rew 
17:  Joe  Mitchell,  Bert  Schweigert 

18:  Bruce  Chilton,  Doug  Happ,  Jim  Landau,  Karen  Landau,  Rick  Thomas 

19:  Russell  Allen,  Lois  Harvey,  Elizabeth  Oakerson,  Ron  Oakerson,  Sean  Phelan,  Sarah  Phillips 

20:  Nan  Bowser,  Chris  Budniewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Sylvia  Clarke,  Paui  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Tom  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Carol  Hardenburg, 
Terence  Mahoney,  Judy  Mosher ,  Terry  Mosher,  Bob  Peterson,  Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Jeannie  Smith,  Kieth  Stock 
21:  Ranjit  Laha,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Steve  Maggio,  Sue  Lawton,  Bill  Seleen,  Linda  Seleen,  Tom  Simmons,  Bob  Sundell 
22:  Jim  Berry,  Nancy  Karp,  Ranjit  Laha,  Susan  Lawton,  Linda  O’Brien,  Rosemary  Rappole,  Bill  Seleen,  Linda  Seleen,  Bob  Sundell 
23:  Ranjit  Laha,  Susan  Lawton,  Ruth  Lundin,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell 
24:  Tim  Baird,  Michael  DeSha 

25:  Tim  Baird,  Michael  DeSha,  Jeff  Reed,  James  VanScoy,  Regina  VanScoy 
26:  Russell  Allen,  David  Cross,  Denton  Willett 

27:  Russell  Allen,  Alison  Dickinson,  Jerry  Dickinson,  Dianne  Edwards,  Anna  Green,  Melanie  Johnston,  Jackie  Merrick,  Dan  Ramsey,  Evelyn 
Ramsey,  Wilma  Sanford,  Joyce  Weimer 

28:  Russell  Allen,  Dan  Babcock,  Mae  Bottoms,  Betsy  Brooks,  Jerry  Cartledge,  Mary-Lou  Cartledge,  Betty  Chaney,  Diane  Converso,  Alan 
Erselman,  Pat  Erselman,  Peter  Gradoni,  Geri  Hills,  Ralph  Hills,  Joyce  Krupnik,  Barbara  Kubiak,  Martha  Lash,  Ralph  Paterson,  Ann  Pipal, 
Robert  Pipal,  Earnest  Rositzke,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Maureen  Souls,  Terah  Soule,  Tim  Timbrook,  Katie  Weiman 


B.O.S.  and  NYS  Purple  Martin  Project 
Gourd  Rack  Initiative 

Celeste  Morien 

Batavia  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  in  Batavia,  NY  is  a 
birder’s  paradise  with  400  acres  of  open  space  that  is  open  to 
the  public  7AM-3PM  daily,  providing  visitors  sign  in  at  the  office 
on  9  Treadeasy  Drive,  Batavia.  The  lagoon  system  is  said  to  be 
the  largest  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Effluent  is  not 
chemically  treated  and  after  six  to  nine  months  of  natural 
cleansing  is  discharged  safely  into  Tonawanda  Creek.  Plant 
Manager,  Eric  Volk  is  very  friendly  and  encourages  birders  to 
make  note  of  their  sightings  so  he  can  keep  a  current  list  of 
species  sighted  at  the  facility.  So  far,  the  plant  has  hosted 
approximately  150-160  species  of  birds. 

In  an  effort  to  replace  outdated  Purple  Martin  housing  at  the 
plant,  the  New  York  State  Purple  Martin  Project  was  awarded  a 
grant  from  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  in  2013,  which  paid 
for  the  installation  of  a  Gemini  Gourd  Rack.  The  Friends  of 
Iroquois,  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  New  York  State 
have  been  active  in  funding  the  NYSPMP/lroquois/Tonawanda/ 
Oak  Orchard  Purple  Martin  sites,  and  it  is  hoped  that  some  of 
the  fledged  birds  from  Iroquois  and  the  New  York  Department  of 


Environmental  Conservation  State  Wildlife  Management  Areas 
nearby  will  colonize  the  new  Batavia  site. 


(continued  on  p.  64) 


Purple  Martin  nesting  gourds  at  Batavia  Wastewater 
Treatment  Plant.  Photograph  by  Celeste  Morien. 
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Summer  -  Autumn  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Aug.  31:  Sun.  Canada  Shorebird  Field  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at 
Vermont  and  Busti  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  We  will  car  pool  from 
there.  Among  other  places,  we  are  going  to  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park,  which  charges  $13.00  Canadian  per  car  for 
entry,  so  bring  Canadian  money,  if  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you 
have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or  enhanced  drivers 
license.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297). 

Sept.  6:  Sat.  Purple  Martin  Fall  Roost  Site  Field  Trip;  Jointly 
sponsored  by  the  B.O.S.  and  the  NYS  Purple  Martin  Project. 
Meet  5:45  PM  at  Buckhorn  Island  SP  on  Grand  Island,  New 
York  at  the  large  parking  lot  on  the  East-West  Park  Road. 
Directions:  From  the  north,  exit  190  at  West  River  Road,  turn 
left  and  pass  over  190,  this  is  East  River  Road.  Continue  to  the 
parking  lot  on  the  left.  From  the  south,  exit  190  by  turning  right 
on  Long  Road,  continue  to  Baseline  Road,  turn  left  and  continue 
to  East  River  Road,  turn  left  and  find  the  larger  parking  lot  on 
the  right.  There  are  no  restroom  facilities,  see  http://nysparks.com/ 
parks/attachments/BuckhornlsIandBuckhomlsIandBCAMap.pdf  for 
map.  Leader:  Celeste  Morien  (585-721-8202)  or 
celeste.morien@gmail.com  or  nyspurplemartins@gmail.com 

Sept.  10:  Wednesday.  The  2014  William  C.  Vaughn  Lecture  will 
be  held  in  the  Auditorium  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science.  Drs.  Peter  and  Rosemary  Grant  will  discuss  their 
twenty  years  of  research  on  the  evolution,  ecology,  and 
behavior  of  Darwin’s  Finches  of  the  Galapagos  Islands.  The 
Grants  are  the  subject  of  the  book,  The  Beak  of  the  Finch:  A 
Story  of  Evolution  in  Our  Time,  by  Jonathan  Weiner,  which  won 
the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  general  nonfiction  in  1995.  They  are 
Emeritus  Professors  of  Ecology  and  Evolution  Biology  at 
Princeton  University. 

Sept.  14:  Sun.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  Field  Trip  for  fall  migrants. 

Meet  at  7:30  AM  at  the  Tifft  NP  parking  lot.  Leader:  Joe  Mitchell 

Oct.  11 :  Sat.  NOT  Sunday!  BOS  Annual  October  Count.  The 

compiler  is  Marcie  Jacklin  at  mjacklin@bror.ku.ca  or 
905-871-2577  (until  Sept.  26)  and  Jim  Landau  at 
landaujr@gmail.com  or  716-941-3869  (Sept.  27  to  Oct.  18).  All 
BOS  members  are  encouraged  to  participate. 

Nov.  15:  85th  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Anniversary 
Dinner  and  Lecture.  Acqua  Restaurant,  2192  Niagara  Street, 
Buffalo,  NY  14207,  716-874-5400.  Joel  Greenberg  will  present 
a  lecture  titled,  “The  Passenger  Pigeons  Flight  to  Extinction”. 


(Purple  Martin  Project:  continued  from  p.  63) 

The  gourds  on  the  Batavia  rack  are  equipped  with  tunnel 
entrances  that  prevent  European  Starlings  from  entering.  Non¬ 
native  House  Sparrows  also  compete  with  Purple  Martins  and  can 
be  controlled  with  tunnel  entrance  traps  with  this  rack.  The  plastic 
artificial  gourds  also  have  wing  guard  entrapment  ledges  inside 
that  prevent  martins  from  becoming  stuck  in  an  entrance.  The 
gourds  are  roomy  and  dry,  providing  the  safety  and  space  for  the 
juvenile  martins  to  exercise  their  wings.  The  gourds  have  access 
caps  that  allow  Purple  Martin  volunteer  landlords  to  change  nests 
when  parasite  loads  increase,  every  five  to  seven  days.  The 
square  three  inch  aluminum  pole  is  equipped  with  a  winch  to  raise 
and  lower  the  housing  during  these  nest  checks.  The  pole  also 
has  a  predator  guard  to  prevent  any  squirrels,  raccoons,  snakes  or 
other  climbing  predators  from  entrance  to  the  colony.  The  rack  can 
hold  24  gourds  and  was  installed  with  twelve  gourds  to  start  in 
May  of  2014  on  the  lower  berm  near  Wetland  Three.  This  location 
was  selected  to  reduce  wind  exposure.  Four  gourds  have  already 
had  martins  sleeping  in  them.  If  these  martins  survive  the 
migration  to  South  America  and  back,  they  may  return  to  Batavia 
and  begin  a  brand  new  colony. 

We  are  very  excited  to  be  bringing  Purple  Martins  back  to  the 
Batavia  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant,  an  ideal  spot  for  the  martins 
to  feed  on  the  abundant  insect  life. 


Grasshopper  Sparrow  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Tillman  Rd  in  Clarence  on  May  28th. 
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THE  MONTH:  June 

Joseph  Mitchell 


Weather  for  June  followed  the  pattern  of  above 
average  temperatures  seen  during  May.  Nearly  half  the 
days  of  the  month,  fourteen  to  be  exact,  reached  80 
Fahrenheit  or  higher.  This  is  six  more  days  than  a  normal 
June,  the  most  since  2007,  and  helped  contribute  to  the 
average  temperature  for  the  month  finishing  two  and  a 
half  degrees  above  normal  at  68.8  degrees  Fahrenheit. 
These  sustained  high  temperatures  helped  warm  Lake 
Erie  up  to  71  degrees  Fahrenheit  by  months  end,  four 
degrees  above  normal.  The  month  saw  eighteen  mostly 
sunny  days  with  the  67  percent  of  available  sunshine 
being  3  points  above  normal.  Precipitation  totaled  3.80 
inches,  only  0.18  inches  above  normal,  while  winds 
averaged  two  and  a  half  mph  below  normal. 

Very  rare  in  the  region,  an  adult  male  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  was  observed  by  Joseph  Swiatkowski  beneath 
feeders  at  his  home  in  the  Town  of  Evans  on  the  15th. 

This  represents  only  the  22nd  record  of  this  species  in  the 
BOS  Study  Area  since  1965,  with  80%  of  all  prior 
sightings  being  recorded  during  the  months  of  March, 
April,  and  May.  This  month’s  observation  is  the  first  June 
record  and  is  the  second  Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
observed  in  Erie  County  this  year. 

Two  observations  of  Red-necked  Grebes,  by  Pawlicki 
and  Watson  at  Fort  Niagara  on  the  4th  and  by  Hinnebusch 
on  Chautauqua  Lake  on  the  11th,  represent  first  June 
records  of  this  species  for  the  BOS  Study  Area.  Red¬ 
necked  Grebe  is  so  rare  in  the  region  between  the 
months  of  May  and  October  that  only  seven  other 
historical  records  exist  during  the  span  of  the  four 
summer  months,  two  of  which  were  recorded  in  2013. 

Similarly,  a  Red-throated  Loon  observed  by  D’Anna 
on  the  7th  in  Wilson  represents  only  the  5th  record  of  this 
species  during  June  with  four  of  those  records  occurring 
in  only  the  last  three  years. 

Brian  Morse  first  heard  and  then  later  visually  located 

and  photographed 
a  Tennessee 
Warbler  on  the 
University  at 
Buffalo  North 
Campus  in 
Amherst  on  the 


(Top)  Wilson’s  Phalarope  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at 
University  at  Buffalo  North  Campus  on  June  17th  and 


(Middle  and  Bottom)  Black  Tern  and  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Tonawanda  WMA  on  June 
19th  and  21st  respectively. 


65  The  Month 

Joseph  Mitchell 
67  Noteworthy  Records 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians 
70  Tributes  to  Jerry  Lazarczyk 
G.  Rising  and  Bill  Watson 
70  Calendar 


12th.  Brian’s  find 
marks  the  latest 
occurrence  of  this 
species  during  spring 
by  nearly  a  week. 

Cattle  Egret  is  a 
rare  but  nearly  annual 
species  in  the  BOS 
Study  Area  with  most 
records  occurring  in 
May,  August,  or 
October.  Watson’s 
sighting  on  the  30th  in 
Dunnville,  Ontario  is 
only  one  of  a  handful 
of  June  records  for 
the  region. 

Elsewhere,  a 
Canvasback  sighted 
on  the  29th  in  Buffalo 
by  Barton  represents 
a  rare  appearance  of 
this  species  in 
summer.  A  nearly  late 
Wilson’s  Phalarope 
was  found  by  Morse 
on  the  University  of 
Buffalo  North 
Campus  in  Amherst 
on  the  17th.  Summer 
Little  Gulls  are 
starting  to  become  a 
regular  sight  on  the 
Niagara  River  at  Fort 
Niagara  with  as  many 
as  three  being 
recorded  this  year  by 
Pawlicki  &  Watson  on 
the  4th  and  Pawlicki  on  the  18th.  Kurt  Fox  recorded  a 
singing  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  near  a  nest  box  at  his 
home  in  Alexander  on  the  5th. 

Three  Common  Nighthawks  were  seen  in  Jamestown 
on  the  6th  by  Berry  and  is  one  of  the  few  locations  where 
this  species  can  still  be  found  in  the  BOS  Study  Area  in 
summer.  The  rare  but  semi-annual  White-eyed  Vireo  was 
recorded  in  Allegany  State  Park  on  the  first  by  D’Anna 
and  Spier  and  marks  the  first  time  in  ten  years  that  this 
species  has  been  observed  in  June.  Two  Sedge  Wrens  in 
the  Tonawanda  WMA  on  the  17th  by  Lawrence  is  a 
welcome  sighting  of  this  increasingly  uncommon  local 
breeder.  An  amazing  thirteen  Northern  Parula  were 
counted  in  Allegany  State  Park  by  Leenders  on  the  7th. 

Literature  cited: 

DiTommaso,  D.,  Suggs,  D.,  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records 
Database.  1964-2013 

Buffalo  National  Weather  Service:  http://www.wbuf.noaa.gov/ 


(Top  to  Bottom;  all  photographs  by  Sue  Barth)  American 
Bittern  at  Iroquois  NWR  on  June  21st,  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  at  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  on  June  17th,  Acadian 
Flycatcher  at  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  on  June  17th,  and  Cliff 
Swallow  at  Tonawanda  Island  on  June  19th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

June 

N.umke.r 

Location 

Q.b§erver($) 

Mute  Swan 

30 

2 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Wood  Duck 

30 

51 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Gadwall 

6,  23 

6,  12 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

a 

6 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

10 

5 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

6 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

13 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Thomas 

M 

30 

5 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Green-winged  Teal 

3 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Lawrence 

ii 

6,  23 

1,4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Canvasback 

29 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor  SP 

Barton 

Redhead 

6,  23 

1,  1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

23 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

9,  12 

5,  9 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

2 

Niagara  Falls  SP 

Gerbracht 

ii 

6 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

ii 

8 

2 

Buffalo  Outer  Harbor 

Morgante 

White-winged  Scoter 

6 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Bufflehead 

6 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

10 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

3 

7 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

M 

10 

15 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

II 

13 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

II 

30 

1  f  +  8  yg 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

3 

2 

Morgans  Point  (Ont) 

Watson 

ii 

30 

3 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

2,  3;  23 

21,24;  16 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie;  Watson 

Red-throated  Loon 

7 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Common  Loon 

23 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Red-necked  Grebe 

4 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

ii 

11 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Hinnebusch 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

10 

1100 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

it 

17 

183+  137  yg 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

American  Bittern 

2,  3,4 

1 

Alexander 

Dart 

ii 

16;  21 

7;  5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Lawrence;  Morien,  Barth  et  al 

Least  Bittern 

6 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Barth 

ii 

16 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Lawrence 

M 

20;  28 

1;  i 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson;  Holmes 

Great  Blue  Heron 

6 

163 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Great  Egret 

2,  12 

58,  33 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

ii 

6;  16 

14;  15 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Lawrence 

ii 

15 

11 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Cattle  Egret 

30 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

9 

36 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black  Vulture 

4;  19 

2;  2 

Lewiston 

Pawlicki,  Watson;  D’Anna  et  al 

Osprey 

6 

3  ad  +  2  n 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

u 

6 

3 

Beach  Ridge  CWC 

Berry 
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Species  June  Number  Location  Qbserverte) 

20  3  +1yg,  2n  Iroquois  NWR  Watson 

23  11  +12yg,6n  Tonawanda  WMA  Watson 


Bald  Eagle 

6 

1  +  2yg 

M 

12 

1  +  lyg 

(C 

19 

3 

M 

29 

1  ad 

Common  Gallinule 

2 

1 

u 

6 

1 

u 

23 

3 

American  Coot 

6,  23 

1.  1 

u 

14 

7 

Sandhill  Crane 

6,  26 

2,2 

<c 

13 

2  +  1  yg 

M 

30 

2  +  2yg 

Semipalmated  Plover 

2 

11 

u 

6L 

1 

Upland  Sandpiper 

28;  29 

2;  2 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

10 

1 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

5 

9 

a 

9 

3 

it 

10L 

1 

Least  Sandpiper 

30F 

1 

Dunlin 

10L 

6 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

17 

1 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

4;  29 

150;  45 

it 

29 

2 

ic 

29 

10 

Little  Gull 

4,  18;  29 

3,  3;  1 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

10 

1 

ic 

18 

1 

ic 

29 

2 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

7 

10 

ii 

8 

17 

ii 

10 

15 

ii 

30 

14 

Caspian  Tern 

29 

105 

Black  Tern 

4 

1 

ii 

13 

15 

it 

19;  20 

5;  6 

ii 

27 

1 

Common  Tern 

29 

35 

ii 

30 

100 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

25 

1 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

5 

1 

Common  Nighthawk 

6 

3 

E.  Whip-poor-will 

20 

5 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

5 

1 

ii 

7 

1 

ii 

18 

2 

it 

19 

3 

ii 

26 

1 

ii 

29 

1 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

5,  6 

1,  1 

Merlin 

1 

1 

it 

22,  24 

1 

ii 

23 

2 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

1 

ii 

2 

1 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

1L 

1 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

4,  5,9 

1 

ii 

5;  20 

2;  1 

ii 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Healy 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Lupenecki 

Willoughby  Marsh  (Ont) 

DeLange 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Morien;  Watson  et  al 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

North  Harmony 

Kruitboscn 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

UB  north  campus 

Morse  et  al 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson;  Pawlicki,  Guthrie 

Wilson  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Guthrie 

Olcott  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Guthrie 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki  &  Watson;  Pawlicki, 
Guthrie 

Shadigee 

R.  Guthrie 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki 

Point  Gratiot 

Leenders 

Buffalo  Outer  Harbor 

Morgante 

Point  Breeze 

R.  Guthrie 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Point  Breeze 

Guthrie 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Barth,  Morien;  Watson 

Times  Beach  NP 

Pawlicki 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Guthrie 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Red  Jacket  Park,  Bflo. 

Fell 

Alexander 

Fox 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Pt.  Colborne  (Ont) 

J&K  Landau,  Rew 

Emery  CP 

Mark 

Tifft  NP 

Coleman 

Como  Lake  CP 

Mitchell 

Point  Gratiot 

Purcell 

Westfield 

Berry 

Point  Breeze 

Guthrie 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Barth 

Chautauqua  Institution 

Hardenburg 

Jamestown 

Leenders,  Henshaw 

Point  Gratiot 

VerHague 

Buffalo  Harbor  SP 

Watson 

Point  Gratiot 

VerHague 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Watson 

Chestnut  Ridge  SP 

Barth 
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Species 

June 

Number 

LswtiQn 

Observer(s) 

White-eyed  Vireo 

1 

1  (in  hand) 

Allegany  SP 

D’Anna,  Spier 

Common  Raven 

5 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

M 

19 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Purple  Martin 

22 

185 

Bethany 

Kistner,  Dart,  Beattie 

a 

25 

106 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien 

a 

25 

338 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

30 

86 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Cliff  Swallow 

4 

50  +  72  n 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson 

a 

13 

20  +  77  n 

North  Tonaanda 

Watson 

a 

16 

110  +  189  n 

Tonawanda  1. 

Watson 

*  Sedge  Wren 

17 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

1L 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

1 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

VerHague 

a 

1  ;  10L 

1;  1 

Wilson 

Potter;  D’Anna,  Potter 

Ovenbird 

27-30 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

17 

2 

Chestnut  Ridge  SP 

Barth 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

3 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Lawrence 

a 

6;  20;  28 

1;  2;  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Holmes;  Watson;  Holmes 

Tennessee  Warbler 

12 

1 

UB  North  Campus 

Morse 

Nashville  Warbler 

4 

1 

Andover 

Brooks 

a 

8 

2 

Boutwell  Hill  SF 

VerHague 

a 

25 

1 

Foster  Lake,  Alfred 

Brooks 

Cerulean  Warbler 

5;  20 

6;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Watson 

Northern  Parula 

7;  23;  29 

13;  1;  1 

Allegany  SP 

Leenders;  Fell;  Hess 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

1L 

2 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Barth 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

11 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 

Prairie  Warbler 

10,  13 

1,  1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

a 

18 

1 

Andover 

Brooks 

a 

20 

7 

Yorkshire 

Rising  et  al 

Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 

27 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Pawlicki 

Canada  Warbler 

1,  16,  21 

3,  1,2 

Ward 

Brooks 

a 

20,  21 

2,  1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

2L 

1 

TifftNP 

Watson 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

11,  22 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Vesper  Sparrow 

20 

2 

Ashford 

Rising  et  al 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

2,  28 

2,3 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

tt 

10 

1 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

15;  22 

3;  3 

Middlebury 

Dart,  Beattie;  Mason,  Beattie 

a 

16 

6 

John  White  WMA 

Lawrence 

a 

27;  29 

5;  4 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Barton;  Watson,  Yoerg 

White-throated  Sparrow 

16,  21 

1,  1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Bobolink 

16 

37 

John  White  WMA 

Lawrence 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird 

15 

1 

Derby 

Swiatkowski 

Orchard  Oriole 

15 

1 

Middlebury 

Dart,  Beattie 

a 

20 

1 

Newfane 

D’Anna 

a 

29 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

265 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 

1 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date): 

266 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 

Northern  Bobwhite 

18 

1  escape 

Alfred 

Brooks 
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Autumn  -  Winter  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Oct.  8:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  7:00  PM.  Members  Night.  Bring 
along  your  favorite  stories,  disks,  or  slides  on  a  carousel  to 
share  with  other  members. 

Oct.  11 :  Sat.  NOT  Sunday!  BOS  Annual  October  Count.  The 

compiler  is  Marcie  Jacklin  at  mjacklin@brocku.ca  or 
905-871-2577  (until  Sept.  26)  and  Jim  Landau  at 
landaujr@gmail.com  or  716-941-3869  (Sept.  27  to  Oct.  18).  All 
BOS  members  are  encouraged  to  participate. 

Nov.  8:  Sat.  NOT  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  Field  Trip  for  fall 
migrants.  Meet  ay  8  am  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's  Corners. 
This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  and  Route  104.  Leader: 
Willie  D’Anna  (751-3637  or  dannapotter@roadrunner.com). 

Nov.  15:  85th  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Anniversary 
Dinner  and  Lecture.  Acqua  Restaurant,  2192  Niagara  Street, 
Buffalo,  NY  14207,  716-874-5400.  Come  early  as  we  have 
permission  to  scope  for  gulls  from  the  deck  beginning  at  2:00 
PM.  The  Reception  &  group  photo  will  be  at  4:30  PM  with  a 
buffet  dinner  starting  at  5:30  PM.  To  reserve  send  your  check, 
payable  to  BOS  of  $40  per  person  to:  Ron  &  Sue  Hacker,  1041 
Ruie  Road,  North  Tonawanda,  NY  14120  by  November  1st.  Joel 
Greenberg  will  present  a  lecture  titled,  “The  Passenger  Pigeons 
Flight  to  Extinction”.  Joel  Greenberg  is  the  author  of  A 
Feathered  River  Across  the  Sky:  The  Passenger  Pigeon's  Flight 
to  Extinction  and  editor  of  "Of  Prairie,  Woods,  and  Water." 

Nov.  30:  Sun.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  Birding 
Association,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:00  AM  at  Fort 
Niagara  State  Park  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort. 
Make  sure  you  have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or 
enhanced  drivers  license.  Dress  warmly.  Leaders:  RBA  Bob 
Spahn  (585-671-5690  or  RSPAHN@prodigy.net)  BOS  leader 
Tom  O'Donnell  (716-284-5569;  tmQdonnell@roadrunner.com). 

Dec.  10:  Wed.  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Holiday 
Celebration  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science.  Please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an 
evening  of  birding  friendship.  We  will  also  elect  officers  for  the 
year  2015. 

Feb.  11:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Robert  DeLeon  will 
report  on  the  results  of  the  May  Count,  Holly  Sweeney  will 
report  on  the  results  of  the  April  Count. 


Tributes  to  Jerry  Lazarczyk 

Gerry  Rising  and  Bill  Watson 

Gerry  Rising:  Jerry  Lazarzcyk  died  on  July  10,  2014.  A  member 
and  former  officer  of  BOS  and  other  local  natural  history  groups, 
Jerry  was  more  closely  identified  with  the  New  York  State 
Ornithological  Association.  His  many  personal  contacts  across  the 
state  came  through  his  activities  as  an  NYSOA  lister  and  chaser. 
Having  achieved  his  earlier  goal  of  recording  over  50  bird  species 
in  each  county  in  the  state,  he  was  well  on  the  way  to  raising  that 
record  to  100.  Related  to  this  endeavor  he  raced  statewide  to 
record  rarities.  In  his  tribute  to  Jerry,  David  Gordon  offers  just  one 
example:  "Many  will  remember  the  reef  heron  that  was  found  at  a 
small  park  in  Brooklyn  a  few  years  ago.  Jerry  drove  down  and  tried 
for  it  but  was  unsuccessful.  A  few  days  later  he  went  back  as  it  had 
been  re-found.  As  birding  often  is,  he  was  skunked  on  this  second 
trip.  When  he  arrived  home,  messages  were  waiting  to  say  that 
the  bird  had  returned  again.  Jerry,  without  rest  or  refreshment,  got 
into  his  van  and  drove  straight  back  and  found  it  on  this  third  trip.  If 
you  knew  him,  this  does  not  surprise  you." 

Bill  Watson:  Jerry  Lazarczyk  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  served  as  treasurer  and  council 
member.  He  was  also  the  long  time  "caretaker"  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  Nature  Sanctuary  on  Love  Road  in  Grand 
Island.  He  was  active  in  the  New  York  State  Ornithological 
Association  and  served  on  their  nominating  committee. 

Jerry  enjoyed  collecting  things.  Sometimes  his  collections  were 
of  material  things,  like  his  collection  of  license  plates  of  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world.  More  often  his  collections  were  of 
memories.  He  would  keep  lists  of  lighthouses,  covered  bridges,  or 
geographical  features  he  had  seen,  and  would  often  drive 
hundreds  of  miles,  to  add  another  bridge  or  lighthouse  to  his  list.  In 
his  later  years,  he  most  enjoyed  listing  birds.  In  1996  the  New  York 
State  Ornithological  Association  started  publishing  the  number  of 
birds  that  members  had  observed  in  the  state  and  in  the  states  62 
counties.  In  2004  Jerry  joined  in  the  on  fun  with  his  observations  of 
263  bird  species  in  New  York  State  and  165  birds  in  Erie  County. 

In  the  next  decade,  Jerry  aggressively  birded  and  drove  all  over 
the  state.  By  2013  he  had  amassed  a  list  of  382  bird  species  in 
New  York  State  and  a  total  of  7,157  county  birds  across  the  state. 
His  total  of  7,157  total  county  birds  is  the  state  record,  and  it  is  an 
average  of  better  than  115  species  for  every  county.  He  was  proud 
of  this  accomplishment,  but  never  bragged  or  even  mentioned  it. 
When  I  would  suggest,  that  since  he  has  the  most  county  birds  in 
New  York,  he  must  be  the  best  birder  in  New  York  State,  he  would 
not  say  anything . just  smile. 
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THE  MONTH:  July 

Mike  DeSha 


According  to  the  National  Weather  Service,  July  was 
“a  cool  and  wet  month  for  western  New  York,  though 
there  were  still  a  number  of  comfortable  days  for  most 
outdoor  activities.”  July’s  average  temperature  of  68.6°F 
was  2.5°F  cooler  than  normal.  It  was  the  coolest  July 
since  2009  when  the  average  temperature  for  July  that 
year  was  just  66.9°F.  No  records  were  set  this  month  and 
the  warmest  day  was  the  1st  when  the  temperature 
reached  86°  F. 

Precipitation  totaled  5.45  inches  at  the  airport,  2.22 
inches  more  than  the  normal  3.23  inches  for  July.  Days 
with  precipitation  were  spread  evenly  throughout  the 
month.  Heavy  storms  on  five  days  brought  over  one-half 
inch  of  precipitation  each  day  to  the  region.  A  miniature 
derecho  on  the  8th  caused  widespread  damage  to 
southern  New  York  State,  while  the  Buffalo  metro  area 
was  spared  any  damage.  Despite  all  the  heavy  storms, 
there  were  no  daily  precipitation  records. 

Sunshine  was  4%  above  normal  because  of  20 
mostly  sunny  days  during  the  month.  Winds  were  normal 
this  month.  Lake  Erie  temperatures  fluctuated  between 
71  °F  and  73°F,  which  is  normal  for  the  month. 

July  is  known  for  shorebird  migration  and  this  month 
the  place  to  be  to  experience  it  was  Tonawanda  Wildlife 
Management  Area.  Extensive  mudflats  in  a  draining 
freshwater  impoundment  provided  perfect  habitat  for  the 
migrating  birds.  Between  the  20th  and  the  end  of  the 
month  the  numbers  of  individuals  and  the  species 
diversity  were  astounding.  There  were  reports  of  up  to  40 
Semipalmated  Plover,  27  Solitary  Sandpipers  seen  by 
Wood,  Barry,  and  Guthrie,  and  up  to  25  Greater 
Yellowlegs  seen  by  Beattie,  hundreds  of  Lesser 
Yellowlegs  recorded  by  Celeste  Morien  and  D’Anna  et.al., 
a  single  Ruddy  Turnstone  found  by  Joe  Mitchell,  three 
Sanderlings  reported  by  D’Anna  and  Watson  et.al.,  and 
hundreds  of  Semipalmated  and  Least  Sandpipers.  Alec 
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Mitchell  reported 

up  to  19  Stilt  Sandpipers.  Mitchell  also  found  up  to  55 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  during  this  period. 

Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  reported  by  D’Anna  et.  al. 
Mitchell  and  Barth.  A  much  rarer  Red-necked  Phalarope 
was  first  seen  by  Mitchell  on  the  20th  and  then 
presumedly  the  same  bird  seen  again  on  the  24th  by 
D’Anna,  who  provided  a  verification  of  the  record,  and 
Richard  Salembier,  who  also  provided  a  separate 
verification. 


The  most  exciting  find  of  this  month  was  a  female 
Ruff,  much  smaller  than  the  male  of  the  species  and 
known  as  a  Reeve.  It’s  considered  a  rare  but  regular 


(Top)  Ruff  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Tonawanda  WMA 
on  July  28th  and  (Bottom)  American  Avocets  photographed 
by  Sue  Barth  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  July  8th. 


migrant  to  New  York 
State.  On  July  28, 

Alec  Humann  first 
found  the  bird  and  I’m 
going  to  let  him  detail 
the  finding: 

“In  the  afternoon  of 
July  28,  2014,  a  small 
group  of  birders, 
including  myself, 
decided  to  bird  West 
Ruddy  Marsh  within 
the  Tonawanda 
Wildlife  Management 
Area,  Niagara 
County,  NY.  The 
water  had  been 
drawn  down  and  had 
been  attracting  good 
numbers  of 
shorebirds. 
Thunderstorms  had 
moved  through  the 
area  the  previous 
overnight  hours  and  I 
contacted  a  few 
others  to  head  out  to 
the  marsh  to  see 
what  had  been 
grounded. 

We  had  only  gotten  a 
few  hundred  yards 
onto  the  dike  when  I 
found  the  Ruff 
(Reeve).  I  had  just 
set  up  my  spotting 
scope  and  started  a 
scan  and  came  upon 
the  bird  around  1 5:45.  I  stalled  a  few  moments  before 
letting  the  rest  of  the  group  know  what  I  had  found.  It  was 
quite  distant,  but  the  bird  is  so  unique  (even  female)  that  I 
knew  what  it  was  immediately.  I  told  the  others,  set  up  a 
second  scope  and  tried  to  get  everyone  on  the  bird.  I 
immediately  texted  out  the  sighting  to  the  text  alert 
system.  Other  observers  in  my  group  included  Steve 
Brenner,  Chris  Gainey,  Joe  Fell,  Kevin  Rybczynski  and 
Rick  Bacher. 

Several  distant  but  identifiable  photos  were  obtained 
by  digiscoping.  A  short  while  later,  Sue  Barth,  Greg 
Lawrence  and  Celeste  Morien  arrived,  saw  the  bird  and 
took  some  great  photos 

Viewing  conditions  were  excellent  as  we  were  looking 
east  with  the  sun  at  our  backs.  The  bird  was  actively 
feeding  and  doing  so  very  energetically,  covering  a  good 
amount  of  ground  and  working  towards  us,  eventually 
setting  up  right  across  from  us  a  few  hundred  yards  away 
and  below  eye  level  since  we  were  on  the  elevated  dike. 
The  bird  appeared  to  be  an  adult  female.  It  was  about  the 
same  size  as  the  many  Lesser  Yellowlegs  present.  The 
bird  had  a  black  bill  and  black  eye  on  a  buffy,  relatively 
plain,  unmarked  face.  The  buffy  color  extended  into  the 
neck  and  upper  breast  with  limited  black  flecking  in  the 
upper  breast.  The  back  of  the  bird  was  pale  orange  buff 
with  black  barring  and  chevrons.  Bright  orangish  legs 


stood  out  from  the  other  shorebirds  present,  of  which 
there  were  many  (Pectoral,  Stilt,  Lesser  Yellowlegs, 
Dowitcher,  Semi  Plover,  etc...).  The  bird  was  plump  and 
rounded  looking  (slightly  pot-bellied),  like  an  oversized 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper.  ” 

Photos  were  obtained  by  several  individuals  including 
Sue  Barth,  Celeste  Morien,  and  Kevin  Rybczynski.  Other 
observers  included  Wille  D’anna  and  Betsy  Potter,  Joe 
Mitchell,  Jim  Pawlicki,  and  Peter  Yoerg.  Willie  D’Anna  and 
Bill  Watson  provided  verification  reports  as  well. 

The  English  name  “Ruff”  is  derived  from  the  frill  of 
neck  feathers  that  develop  on  a  breeding-plumaged  male. 
I  also  sometimes  find  it  fun  to  look  at  the  derivations  of 
the  Latin  name.  In  this  case,  the  Latin  name  for  a  Ruff  is 
Philomachus  puanax.  The  genus  name  comes  from  the 
Greek  “Warlike”  and  the  species  name  is  Latin  for 
“pugnacious,”  both  referring  to  the  aggressive  behavior  of 
the  breeding  males. 

Of  course,  there  are  other  notable  records  as  well. 
Among  the  shorebirds  of  note  were  five  American 
Avocets  found  by  VerHague  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  the  8th 
and  9th.  Jim  Pawlicki  found  a  Whimbrel  on  the  14th  at 
Buffalo  Outer  Harbor  and  there  was  one  in  Port  Colborne, 
Ont.,  found  on  the  28th  and  29th  by  Dann. 

On  the  7th,  Pawlicki  and  Watson  reported  an 
unexpected  Canvasback.  Watson  saw  four  now-expected 
Black  Vultures  in  Lewiston  on  the  12th.  Four  Common 
Gallinule  along  with  six  young  at  Tifft  NP  were  a  nice  find 
by  Richard  Salembier  on  the  16th. 

Sandhill  Cranes  were  spotted  at  various  locations 
throughout  the  month.  Lawrence  saw  three  on  the  11th  at 
Oak  Orchard  WMA.  Betsy  Brooks  found  one  in  Alfred  on 
the  16th  and  Gullo  found  one  on  the  29th  at  Tonawanda 
WMA.  On  the  13th,  Mitchell  reported  a  Forster’s  Tern  at 
the  Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Plant. 

Merlin  continue  to  expand  their  presence  throughout 
the  region.  Sellers  saw  two  at  the  Chautauqua  Institute 
on  the  15th.  Betsy  Brooks  found  one  with  two  young  on 
the  20th  in  Alfred.  Watson  reported  two  Peregrine  Falcons 
along  with  one  immature  bird  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  the 
9th. 

The  only  significant  gull  sighting  was  Pawlicki  and 
Watson’s  spotting  of  two  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  on 
the  12th  at  the  Lewiston  Reservoir.  Any  report  these  days 
of  a  Common  Nighthawk  is  always  appreciated.  David 
Gordon  saw  one  on  the  23rd  in  Buffalo. 

A  Sedge  Wren  was  found  at  Tonawanda  WMA  by 
Mitchell  et  al.  during  their  active  birding  of  the  area  from 
the  25th  to  the  29th.  Kerr  captured  a  “Lawrence’s  Warbler”, 
the  F2  hybrid  of  the  Blue-winged  and  Golden-winged 
Warbler  complex,  on  the  24th  at  Beaver  Meadow 
Audubon. 

Watson  and  Betsy  Potter  found  a  single  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  in  Olcott  on  the  3rd  and  then  spotted  two  on  the 
6th.  Carol  Hardenburg  reported  seeing  two  in  Portland  on 
the  14th.  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  abundant.  In 
addition  to  reports  of  one  and  two  individuals,  Lawrence 
reported  seeing  7  on  the  7th  at  John  White  WMA. 
Salembier  found  6  on  the  10th  at  Tillman  Road  WMA. 

The  only  report  of  Pine  Siskin  was  a  single  individual 
seen  by  D’Anna  and  Potter  on  the  26th  in  Wilson. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1, 2014). 


Species 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

Mute  Swan 

3 

4 

Shadigee 

Watson 

M 

3 

1 

Cuba 

Lenz 

tf 

13 

6 

Pt.  Breeze 

Guthrie 

Gadwall 

5 

1 

TifftNP 

Coleman 

m 

10 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

« 

12;  26 

1  +  6  yg 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

tf 

15 

2 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

« 

31 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier 

American  Wigeon 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al 

Blue-winged  Teal 

5 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

u 

25 

6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier 

Northern  Pintail 

25 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell 

Green-winged  Teal 

12;  26 

i;  1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Guthrie  et  al 

m 

15 

3 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

M 

21;  26 

11;  25 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson;  Guthrie  et  al 

Canvasback 

7 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor  SP 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Redhead 

12;  18;  26 

2;  2;  1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Watson;  Beattie 

Ring-necked  Duck 

5-26 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox,  Watson,  Morien  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

9 

1 

Point  Breeze 

D’Anna 

White-winged  Scoter 

14;  21 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson;  Robson,  Doman 

Common  Merganser 

7 

2 

LaSalle  Park 

Watson 

« 

9 

8 

Sheridan 

Watson 

M 

10 

6 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

tf 

10 

21 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Ruddy  Duck 

23;  26 

25;  21 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien,  Callaghan;  Beattie 

Common  Loon 

3 

1 

Olcott 

Watson 

m 

7 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Lenz 

tf 

9 

2 

Goat  1. 

Close 

Horned  Grebe 

1 

1 

UB  North  Campus 

Morse 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

7 

770 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

29 

439 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

American  Bittern 

11,  31 

1,  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier 

14 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

M 

21 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morse,  D’Anna  et  al 

Least  Bittern 

5 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Coleman 

u 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Healy 

tf 

23;  26;  29 

i;  i;  i 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Frauen;  Prill;  Martin 

M 

26 

i 

John  White  WMA 

Wood,  Barry 

Great  Blue  Heron 

18 

188 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

M 

31 

108 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier 

Great  Egret 

2 

79 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

20;  21 

85;  130 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien;  Watson 

M 

28 

80 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

14 

23 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black  Vulture 

12 

4 

Lewiston 

Watson 

Turkey  Vulture 

21 

90 

Lewiston 

Landon 

Osprey 

1  -5 

4  n  +  yg 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

73 


t 


Species 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

u 

16 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

u 

18 

20 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Northern  Goshawk 

27 

1 

Boutwell  Hill  SF 

VerHague 

Bald  Eagle 

9;  25,  29 

3;  2,2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Barth 

u 

21 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Virginia  Rail 

26 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

u 

28 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Humann  et  al 

Common  Gallinule 

16 

4  +  6  yg 

TifftNP 

Salembier 

u 

17 

1 

Tillman  Rd  WMA 

Holmes 

u 

18 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

American  Coot 

6 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Ford 

“ 

14 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Sandhill  Crane 

11 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Lawrence 

M 

16 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

W 

29 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Gullo 

Semipalmated  Plover 

15F 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Martin 

M 

24 

30;  40 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al;  Martin 

American  Avocet 

8F;  9 

5;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague,  Barth;  Watson 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

16F 

6 

Ellicott 

Berry 

tt 

26 

27 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wood,  Barry,  Guthrie 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

11 F;  25 

2;  25 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence;  Beattie 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

4F 

1 

N.  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

M 

15 

6 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Watson 

tt 

20;  28 

300;  417 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien;  D’Anna  et  al 

U 

25 

20 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Upland  Sandpiper 

4;  10 

3;  3 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Barth;  Salembier 

Whimbrel 

14 

1 

Buffalo  Outer  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

u 

28,  29 

1 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Dann 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

15 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell 

Sanderling 

28F 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna,  Watson  et  al 

tt 

28F 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

15F;  23;  29 

2;  100;  200 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence;  Mitchell;  Salembier 

Least  Sandpiper 

20;  24 

150;  275 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell;  Salembier 

tt 

23 

8 

Newstead 

Hess 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

15F;  28 

2;  73 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence;  Humann  et  al 

Dunlin 

20;  26 

1;  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien,  Lawrence;  Guthrie 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

15F;  20,  23 

9;  19,  15 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence;  Mitchell 

Ruff 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Humann,  D’Anna,  Watson  et  al 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

14F;  20,  23 

2;  55,  45 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence;  Mitchell 

tt 

15 

9 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

20;  21 

6;  2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien  ;  Watson 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

24F;  25;  27 

2;  2;  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al;  Mitchell;  Barth 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

20F:  24 

1;  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell;  D’Anna,  Salembier 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

12 

2 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Caspian  Tern 

26;  31 

22;  27 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Guthrie;  Salembier 

Black  Tern 

11;  26 

19;  15 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier;  Guthrie  et  al 

tt 

24 

20 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Martin 

Common  Tern 

7 

430 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Forster’s  Tern 

13 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mitchell 

Common  Nighthawk 

23 

1 

Buffalo 

Gordon 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

4;  9 

1;  2 

Point  Gratiot 

Goetz;  Watson 

u 

20 

4 

Emery  CP 

Salembier 

M 

20 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

VerHague 

M 

31 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Vanstrom 

Merlin 

15,  17 

2,  1 

Chautauqua  Institute 

Sellers 

tt 

20 

1  ad  +  2  yg 

Alfred 

Brooks 

M 

25 

3 

Allegany  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Peregrine  Falcon 

9;  13 

2  +1  im;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Goetz 

ii 

13 

1 

Dunkirk 

Goetz 

tt 

14 

2 

Amherst 

Watson 

u 

25 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Humann  et  al 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

1  -5 

5 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

74 


Species 

July 

Nymfrec 

Location 

Observer(s) 

a 

17 

3 

Chestnut  Ridge  CP 

Salembier 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

10 

2 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Salembier 

44 

10,  16 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Warbling  Vireo 

4 

13 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Common  Raven 

4;  31 

3;  2  +  2  yg 

Tonawanda 

Watson;  Pawlicki 

44 

21,  23 

1,4 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Purple  Martin 

2 

278 

Iroquois  Job  Corp. 

Morien 

a 

2 

114 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien 

44 

8 

90 

Darien  Lakes  SP 

Morien 

44 

13 

20 

Point  Gratiot 

Goetz 

Tree  Swallow 

18 

400 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Bank  Swallow 

19;  26 

300;  130 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Beattie 

Cliff  Swallow 

14 

195 

Tonawanda  1. 

Watson 

Winter  Wren 

4 

2 

Allenburg  Bog 

Leenders 

44 

6 

1 

Ward 

Brooks 

Sedge  Wren 

25-29 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell  et  al 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

4 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

44 

26 

1  banded 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Junkin 

Ovenbird 

1 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

1  -5 

3 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

44 

15 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  CP 

Humann 

“Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

24 

1  banded 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Kerr 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

9 

1 

Ward 

Brooks 

Northern  Parula 

1  -5 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

Prairie  Warbler 

18,  22 

1,1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

3;  6 

1;  2  PDBA 

Olcott 

Watson;  Potter 

44 

14 

2 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

3 

2 

Artpark  SP 

Fell 

44 

4 

2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

44 

7 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

44 

7 

7 

John  White  WMA 

Lawrence 

44 

10 

6 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Salembier 

44 

12 

1 

Ellicott 

Benedict 

White-throated  Sparrow 

4 

3 

Allenberg  Bog 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

9 

2 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Orchard  Oriole 

3 

i  + 1  yg 

Olcott 

Watson 

44 

3,  19,  29 

1,2,  1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

4;  21 

1 ;  2  +  yg 

Bethany 

Beattie 

44 

6 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Sawusch 

Pine  Siskin 

26 

1 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 
New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 
Total  for  the  year  (to  date): 


266 

4 

270 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 


DIVING  BIRDS  AND  A  RANDOM  ACT 
OF  VIOLENCE 

Willie  D’Anna 

A  recent  post  to  the  internet  birding  lists  by  BOS 
member  Joe  Fell,  told  of  a  Spotted  Sandpiper  that  dove 
into  the  water  to  escape  the  talons  of  a  Cooper’s  Hawk. 
This  reminded  me  of  an  encounter  that  I  witnessed  at 
Jaeger  Rocks  in  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  back  in  one  summer  of 
the  early  1990‘s.  A  robin-sized  bird  was  being  pursued  by 
an  accipiter,  either  a  Sharp-shinned  or  a  Cooper’s  Hawk, 
just  off-shore  over  Lake  Erie.  The  bird  suddenly  dropped 
into  the  water  and  narrowly  escaped  the  clutches  of  the 
hawk,  which  then  left  the  area.  The  bird  sat  in  the  water 


for  a  couple  of  minutes  and  then  a  Herring  Gull  came  and 
sat  next  to  it.  Shortly,  the  gull  applied  a  single  deft  whack 
to  the  back  of  the  head  of  the  bird  and  killed  it.  I  expected 
it  to  then  start  having  a  meal  but  instead,  it  lifted  off  and 
flew  away.  Throughout  this  encounter,  I  did  not  know  what 
species  of  bird  was  being  persecuted,  as  it  was  still  dawn 
and  the  light  was  poor.  I  had  thoughts  that  it  might  be  a 
great  rarity.  So,  I  waded  out  into  the  lake  to  examine  the 
bird.  It  was  a  Mourning  Dove. 

I  suspect  that  this  kind  of  behavior  is  not  all  that 
unusual  when  a  bird’s  life  is  on  the  line.  The  bird  being 
pursued  has  to  make  a  quick  decision,  which  involves  risk 
no  matter  what  it  does.  In  this  case  the  dove’s  avoidance 
tactic  appeared  to  work  but  the  bird’s  delay  in  getting  off 
the  water  eventually  proved  its  demise. 
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Autumn  -  Winter  Calendar 

Outer  Harbor  Land  Should  be  Dedicated  to  Public  Access. 

Please  consider  signing  the  petition  at  www.change.org/p/ 
preserve-the-buffalo-outer-harbor  seeking  to  save  the  lands 
adjacent  to  the  Buffalo  Outer  Harbor  as  public  parklands.  For 
more  information  about  this  important  issue  see  the  website 
above  and  Gerry  Rising’s  Nature  Watch  article  in  the  Buffalo 
News  dated  October  19,  2014  (page  H6). 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Nov.  8:  Sat.  NOT  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  Field  Trip  for  fall 
migrants.  Meet  ay  8  am  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright’s  Corners. 
This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  and  Route  104.  Leader: 
Willie  D'Anna  (751-3637  or  dannapotter@rQadrunner.com). 

Nov.  15:  85th  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Anniversary 
Dinner  and  Lecture.  Acqua  Restaurant,  2192  Niagara  Street, 
Buffalo,  NY  14207,  716-874-5400.  Come  early  as  we  have 
permission  to  scope  for  gulls  from  the  deck  beginning  at  2:00 
PM.  The  Reception  &  group  photo  will  be  at  4:30  PM  with  a 
buffet  dinner  starting  at  5:30  PM.  To  reserve  send  your  check, 
payable  to  BOS  of  $40  per  person  to:  Ron  &  Sue  Hacker,  1041 
Ruie  Road,  North  Tonawanda,  NY  14120  by  November  1st.  Joel 
Greenberg  will  present  a  lecture  titled,  “The  Passenger  Pigeons 
Flight  to  Extinction”.  Joel  Greenberg  is  the  author  of  A 
Feathered  River  Across  the  Sky:  The  Passenger  Pigeon's  Flight 
to  Extinction  and  editor  of  "Of  Prairie,  Woods,  and  Water." 

Nov.  30:  Sun.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  Birding 
Association,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:00  AM  at  Fort 
Niagara  State  Park  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort. 
Make  sure  you  have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or 
enhanced  drivers  license.  Dress  warmly.  Leaders:  RBA  Bob 
Spahn  (585-671-5690  or  RSPAHN@prodigy.net)  BOS  leader 
Tom  O'Donnell  (716-284-5569;  tmodonnell@roadrunner.com1. 

Dec.  10:  Wed.  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Holiday 
Celebration  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science.  Please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an 
evening  of  birding  friendship.  We  will  also  elect  officers  for  the 
year  2015. 

2014  CBCs  and  dates  will  appear  in  the  next  issue 

Feb.  11:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Robert  DeLeon  will 
report  on  the  results  of  the  May  Count,  Holly  Sweeney  will 
report  on  the  results  of  the  April  Count. 


Mar.  11:  Wed.  BOS  meeting  in  the  Cummings  Room  at  7:00. 

Jean  Iron  will  discuss  "James  Bay  Shorebird  Research  2014". 
Jean  Iron  will  give  us  the  results  of  last  summer's  shorebird 
surveys  on  James  Bay  in  Ontario.  Her  presentation  will  include 
the  latest  information  on  the  endangered  rufa  subspecies  of  the 
Red  Knot.  She  will  discuss  nano-tagging  and  emphasize  the 
importance  of  James  Bay  as  the  most  significant  subarctic 
staging  area  in  North  America. 


(Top)  Grasshopper  Sparrow  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Clarence  (Tillman  Road)  on  July  4th  and  (Bottom)  a  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawk  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard  Park  on 
July  31st. 
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THE  MONTH:  August 


Jim  Pawlicki 


The  Buffalo  National  Weather  Service  described 
August  of  2014  as  a  “fine  end  to  summer  across  Western 
New  York.”  There  were  no  90+°F  days  recorded,  while 
the  average  temperature  was  a  comfortable  69.0°F,  only 
0.6°  below  average.  Precipitation  was  near  normal  and 
came  in  at  3.16  inches,  0.10  inches  below  average,  the 
majority  of  which  fell  during  thunderstorms.  Sunshine  for 
the  month  was  recorded  at  73%,  an  appreciable  9% 
above  average,  while  winds  were  generally  light  and 
variable  and  added  to  the  moderate  conditions  that 
characterized  the  month. 


Two  very  rare  species  of  doves  made  brief 
appearances  this  month.  The  first  was  a  White-winged 
Dove  observed  and  photographed  by  Dennis  Russell  at 
his  feeders  in  the  town  of  Blasdell  on  the  25th.  The 
second  was  a  singing  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  observed 
by  Betsy  Potter  at  Wilson-Tuscarora  State  Park  on  the 
29th.  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  are  native  only  to  Europe 
and  Asia,  and  after  becoming  established  in  Florida  in  the 
1990’s,  have  greatly  expanded  their  range  throughout 
much  of  the  southern  and  western  United  States.  In  2008, 
a  small  colony  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  became 
established  just  east  of  the  study  area  in  the  town  of 
Hamlin,  Monroe  County,  although  the  species  remains 
very  rare  in  New  York  State  away  from  this  locale.  The 
first  record  in  the  BOS  study  area  did  not  occur  until  27 
January  2011 ,  when  a  single  individual  was  seen  at  the 
residence  of  Brett  and  Sheryl  Ewald  in  Lyndonville, 
Orleans  County.  A  resident  of  the  desert  southwest  and 
peninsular  Florida,  the  White-winged  Dove  represents 
only  the  3rd  record  of  the  species  in  the  study  area.  The 
two  prior  records,  also  of  individuals  observed  at  feeders, 
was  one  seen  by  Marilyn  O’Connell  in  Silver  Creek  on  8 
May  2005,  and  a  long-staying  individual  in  St.  Catharines 
(Ontario)  from  1 6  August-1 8  October  2008. 
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While  often 
seen  on  Lake 
Ontario  during  the 
fall  and  spring 
months,  Red¬ 
necked  Grebes  are 
very  rare  in  the 
study  area  during 
the  summer 
months. 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  photographed  by 
Jim  Pawlicki  (Top)  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (Middle)  at  Buffalo 
Small  Boat  Harbor  on  August  31st  and  four  images  of  a 
Long-tailed  Jaeger  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Fort 
Niagara  SP  on  August  24th. 


Observations  made 
of  a  lingering 
individual  at 
Barcelona  Harbor  on 
Lake  Erie  by 
VerHague  and  Goetz 
on  the  16th  and  24th, 
respectively,  are 
especially  unusual  for 
the  time  of  year  and 
location.  The  former 
observation 
represents  the 
earliest  “arrival”  in  the 
study  area  by  five 
days  with  the  caveat 
that  the  bird  may 
have  spent  the 
summer  elsewhere 
on  Lake  Erie, 
perhaps  in  Ontario  or 
Ohio.  A  Common 
Goldeneye  seen  at 
Squaw  Island  on  the 
Niagara  River  on  the 
14th,  and  3  White¬ 
winged  Scoters  in  the 
gorge  below  Niagara 
Falls  (Ontario)  on  the 
1st  also  represented 
seasonally  rare,  late 
summer  observations 
of  waterbirds. 

While  lake¬ 
watching  from  Fort 
Niagara  State  Park 
on  the  morning  of 
August  24th,  I  was 
fortunate  to  observe  a 
juvenile  Long-tailed  Jaeger  out  over  Lake  Ontario  as  it 
slowly  flew  west  and  then  turned  and  headed  towards 
shore,  evidently  interested  in  a  small  flock  of  cormorants 
and  gulls  feeding  and  resting  just  offshore.  As  it 
approached,  it  gained  height  before  circling  overhead  and 
then  drifted  out  of  sight  to  the  west.  Viewing  the 
composite  photograph  on  page  79,  the  main  features  that 
separate  the  bird  from  juvenile  Parasitic  Jaeger  are  the 
colder,  grayish-brown  plumage  lacking  warm  brown  or 
buff  tones,  broad  and  well  defined  black  and  white  barring 
on  both  the  upper  and  undertail  coverts,  long  projection  of 
the  tail  past  the  trailing  edge  of  the  wings  with  thick,  blunt- 
tipped  central  tail  projections  (thereby  giving  the  tail  a 
wedge-shaped  appearance  when  closed),  and  white 
primary  shafts  limited  to  the  two  outermost  primaries. 

More  subtle  features  such  as  the  bird’s  small  size  as 
compared  to  Ring-billed  Gulls  and  contrast  between  the 
paler  upperwing  coverts  and  darker  remiges  (flight 
feathers)  were  readily  apparent  in  the  field.  This 
represents  only  the  fifth  occurrence  of  Long-tailed  Jaeger 
for  the  BOS  study  area,  and  although  it  is  the  rarest  of  the 
three  jaeger  species  to  occur  on  the  Great  Lakes,  it  is 
reasonable  to  believe  that  the  species  may  be  of  semi¬ 
regular  occurrence  in  the  study  area.  This  is  based  on 
their  rare,  but  regular  status  as  a  late  summer  and  early 
fall  migrant  at  the  west  end  of  Lake  Ontario  where 
observer  coverage  of  the  lake  is  more  extensive  in  and 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Red-necked  Grebe  photographed  by  Gale 
VerHague  at  Barcelona  Harbor  on  August  16th,  Glossy  Ibis 
photographed  by  Pat  Martin  at  Oak  Orchard  WMA  on 
August  27th,  and  a  White-winged  Dove  photographed  by 
Dennis  Russell  at  Blasdell  on  August  25th. 

around  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

Twenty-two  species  of  shorebirds  were  recorded 
during  the  month,  and  the  late  summer  draw-down  of 
water  levels  at  select  marsh  impoundments  on  the 
Tonawanda  and  Oak  Orchard  WMAs  for  waterfowl  habitat 
management  was  especially  convenient  for  southbound 
shorebirds.  Highlights  included  several  observations  of 
Baird’s  and  White-rumped  Sandpipers,  high  counts  of 
Stilt  Sandpipers,  and  a  molting  adult  Long-billed 
Dowitcher  at  the  Tonawanda  WMA  from  the  1 2th-1 6th. 
Wilson’s  and  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  noted  at  the 
Tonawanda  WMA  on  several  dates,  with  the  latter  species 
also  seen  at  the  Batavia  WWTP.  Notable  shorebird 
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observations  from  the  Lake  Erie  shore  included  single 
Red  Knots  in  Ontario  at  Port  Colborne  and  Fort  Erie  on 
the  26th  and  31st  respectively,  a  Willet  in  Silver  Creek  on 
the  9th,  and  a  very  cooperative  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 
that  spent  the  day  at  the  Buffalo  Small  Boat  Harbor  on 
the  31st. 

Low  water  levels  at  Stafford/Goose  Pond  on  the  Oak 
Orchard  WMA  also  attracted  gatherings  of  late  summer 
dabbling  ducks,  as  well  as  a  juvenile  Glossy  Ibis  that  was 
well  seen  and  documented  by  several  observers  from  the 
24th  through  at  least  the  29th.  Glossy  Ibis  is  a  species  that 
remains  rare,  but  regular  within  the  study  area  from  its 
native  range  along  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts,  with 
about  an  even  split  of  observations  occurring  between 
spring  (Apr-May)  and  fall  (July-October)  months. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Joe  Mitchell  and  Mike  Morgante 
for  their  comments  and  suggestions. 

Literature  cited: 

DiTommaso,  D.,  Suggs,  D.,  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records 
Database.  1964-2011 

Thomas,  D.,  Monthly  Weather  Summary  for  August  2014. 
Buffalo  National  Weather  Service:  http:// 
www.wbuf.noaa.aov/ 

Birdingonthe.net  mailing  list  archives  found  at:  http:// 
birdinaonthe.net/mailinalists/holzmanarchives.html. 


Extreme  Bill  Deformity  on  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  in  Clarence 

Mike  Morgante  (photos  by  Mark  Morgante) 


My  father  told  me  about  a  Red-bellied  Woodpecker 
visiting  his  backyard  suet  feeder  in  Clarence  that  had  a 
long,  curved  bill.  When  he  sent  me  these  photos  (taken 
July  20,  2014),  I  was  very  surprised  and  had  never  seen 
anything  like  it.  The  bird  was  a  fairly  regular  visitor  to  the 
feeder  in  July  and  August,  including  feeding  a  juvenile. 
There  are  many  photos  found  online  of  a  large  variety  of 
bird  species  with  bill  deformities;  however,  this  is  an 
uncommon  occurrence.  Apparently  there  are  many 
factors  that  can  cause  abnormal  bills  including  injury, 
disease,  parasites,  nutritional  deficiencies,  genetic 
defects,  and  exposure  to  contaminants  or  extreme  heat 
(Johnson  and  Newman,  2014). 


Johnson,  Ann  Marie  and  Larry  Newman.  “Bill  Deformities: 
An  Update”  The  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology,  All  About 
Birds  website:  http://www.allaboutbirds.org/ 
Paae.aspx?pid=1243.  visited  November  14,  2014. 


Long-billed  Dowitcher  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Tonawanda  WMA  on  August  16th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1, 2014). 


Species 

August 

Number 

Mute  Swan 

4 

1 

cc 

27 

5 

cc 

30 

2  +  5  yg 

Wood  Duck 

14;  25 

68;  90 

CC 

22 

119 

Gadwall 

1;  31 

9;  10 

American  Wigeon 

14 

1 

u 

28 

1 

American  Black  Duck 

16 

1 

Blue-winged  Teal 

1;  15 

27;  29 

Northern  Shoveler 

13 

5 

cc 

16 

5 

cc 

21 

3 

a 

25 

1 

Northern  Pintail 

5;  27 

1;  3 

Cl 

13 

6 

Green-winged  Teal 

15;  19 

44;  45 

cc 

29 

35 

Redhead 

1;  16 

2;  1 

cc 

14;  17 

1;  1 

cc 

22,25 

1 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1;  13;  16 

i;  i; 2 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

3 

Long-tailed  Duck 

6;  27 

i;  i 

Common  Goldeneye 

14 

1 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

27 

1 

Ruddy  Duck 

16;  31 

36;  26 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

21 

23 

Red-necked  Grebe 

16;  24 

1 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

6;  27 

900;  2600 

cc 

9 

60 

cc 

26 

1700 

cc 

28 

28 

cc 

29 

850 

American  Bittern 

3 

1 

cc 

7;  17 

i;  i 

cc 

24 

i 

Least  Bittern 

1 

i 

cc 

2 

1 

cc 

3 

1 

Great  Blue  Heron 

4;  5 

57;  105 

Great  Egret 

5 

40 

cc 

8;  9 

83;  92 

cc 

25 

226 

Green  Heron 

4,  20 

5 

cc 

7 

11 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

7 

13 

Location 

Observerfs) 

Lyndonville 

Watson 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Wilson 

Watson 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier;  Hauser 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Beattie 

N.  Harmony 

Lenz 

Sinking  Ponds  NS 

Holmes 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier;  Humann 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien,  Watson,  Salembier 

Batavia  WWTP 

Humann 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier;  D’Anna 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Humann,  Lawrence;  Morien 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

J&A  Healy 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Humann 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier;  Humann 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Watson;  Humann 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Squaw  1. 

Humann 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Batavia  WWTP 

J&A  Healy;  Beattie 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Barcelona  Harbor 

VerHague;  Goetz 

Rock  Point  PP 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Aurora 

Holmes 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Iroquois  NWR 

Magistro 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Benedetti;  Coleman 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Pawlicki 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna 

Iroquois  NWR 

J&A  Healy 

Tifft  NP 

Humann 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien;  Salembier 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien;  Guthrie 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier 
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Species 

Glossy  Ibis 

Ibis  species 
Black  Vulture 
Turkey  Vulture 
Osprey 
Bald  Eagle 


Northern  Harrier 
Broad-winged  Hawk 
Virginia  Rail 

u 

Sora 

Common  Gallinule 


American  Coot 
Sandhill  Crane 

u 

Black-bellied  Piover 

U 

u 

u 

American  Golden-Plover 
Semipalmated  Plover 
Killdeer 

u 

Solitary  Sandpiper 
Willet 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

u 

Ruddy  Turnstone 
Red  Knot 

it 

Sanderling 

a 

« 

ii 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

cc 

ii 

Least  Sandpiper 
White-rumoed  Sandpiper 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

ic 

ic 

ic 

ii 

ii 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 
Stilt  Sandpiper 

ii 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

it 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

ii 

ii 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 
Wilson’s  Snipe 
Wilson’s  Phalarope 
Red-necked  Phalarope 


August  Number 


24;  27;  29 

1 

25 

1 

3;  28 

8;  1 

31 

60 

13;  21 

5;  8 

1 

2  imm 

15,  31 

3,  3 

31 

1 

21;  22 

2;  2 

17 

1 

4,8 

1,  1 

17 

4 

13 

1 

21 

5 

25 

8 

25;  31 

8;  9 

29 

4  +7  juv 

9 

26 

3 

1 

21 

3 

3F;  12;  16 

3;  20;  12 

13 

4 

21;  28 

5;  55 

27;  31 

36;  59 

16F;  19 

8;  1 

8;  13 

39;  34 

6,  27 

139,  281 

9;  10 

161;  150 

19;  27 

7;  13 

9 

1 

10;  13 

160;  180 

13;  29 

129;  82 

6 

1 

26F 

1 

31 

1 

5;  13 

i;  i 

22 

i 

23 

2 

28 

12 

5;  15 

100;  75 

6 

187 

28 

45 

8;  9 

300;  170 

9F;  16;  19 

i;  i;  i 

27 

2 

3F 

i 

6 

i 

13;  16 

1;  2 

17;  27 

2;  2 

20 

1 

27;  28 

i;  2 

9;  15 

30;  38 

12;  13 

39;  16 

12;  15 

51;  40 

31 

1 

31 

1 

16;  27 

16;  16 

25;  29 

5;  10 

31 

2 

12:  16 

i;  1 

16;  17 

22;  12 

10;  13 

1 

10;  16 

2;  1 

Location 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Lewiston 
Fredonia 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Lewiston  Reservoir 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
NFTA  Boat  Harbor  Park 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tifft  NP 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Tifft  NP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Batavia  WWTP 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Dunnville  (Ont) 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Dunnville  (Ont) 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Silver  Creek 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Rock  Point  PP 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Woodlawn 
Lewiston  Reservoir 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Dunnville  (Ont) 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Albion 

Dunnville  (Ont) 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Buffalo  Small  Boat  Harbor 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Dunnville  (Ont) 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Batavia  WWTP 


Observer(s) 

Guthrie,  Pawlicki,  Martin;  D’Anna 
Watson 

Pawlicki;  Rybczynski 

Goetz 

Watson 

Pawlicki 

Goetz 

Humann 

Watson;  Morien 

Morien,  D’Anna 

Morien 

Humann 

Morien,  Barth 

Morien 

Beattie 

Watson;  Morien 

Sharon 

Morien 

Rose-Burney 

Watson 

Rose-Burney;  Hoover;  Healy 
Watson 

Humann;  Yoerg 
Watson;  Happ  et  al  (BOS) 
J&H  Healy;  Barton 
Salembier;  Watson 
Watson 

Martin;  Mitchell 
Morien,  Martin;  D’Anna 
Rybczynski,  Pawlicki 
Mitchell;  Watson 
Watson;  D’Anna 
Watson 
Yoerg 
Watson 

Salembier;  Morien 
Fell 

Pawlicki 

Yoerg 

Martin;  Humann 

Watson 

Yoerg 

Salembier;  Martin 
Guthrie;  D’Anna;  Morien 
Watson 
Morien,  Barth 
Watson 

Morien;  J&A  Healy 
Black,  Salisbury;  Watson 
VerHague 
Humann;  Yoerg 
Guthrie;  Humann 
Pawlicki;  Watson 
Pawlicki;  Humann 
Mitchell,  Morien 
Pawlicki  et  al 

J&A  Healy;  D’Anna,  Martin 
Watson;  D’Anna 
Happ,  Watson  et  al  (BOS) 
Pawlicki;  D’Anna  et  al 
Salembier;  D’Anna 
Mitchell;  Morien,  Salembier 
Beattie,  Barton;  Humann  et  al 
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Species 

u 

Little  Gull 

(i 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

ct 

Herring  Gull 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
Caspian  Tern 

ft 

Black  Tern 


Common  Tern 


Long-tailed  Jaeaer 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove 

White-winaed  Dove 

Common  Nighthawk 

u 

u 

tc 

Eastern  Whip-poor-will 
Red-headed  Woodpecker 

tc 

u 

ct 

Merlin 

u 

tc 

Peregrine  Falcon 

tc 

ct 

tc 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

tt 

ct 

tc 

tc 

tc 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

ct 

tc 

ct 

tt 

tt 

Acadian  Flycatcher 
Least  Flycatcher 
Eastern  Kingbird 
Yellow-throated  Vireo 
Common  Raven 

ct 

ct 

Purple  Martin 
Tree  Swallow 

ct 

Bank  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Winter  Wren 
Sedge  Wren 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
Veery 

Swainson’s  Thrush 


Aqqusi 

Number 

14;  16 

1 

1;  24 

i;  i 

3 

5 

1 

95 

14 

38 

4 

2 

11;  23 

7;  4 

5,  8 

26,  29 

31 

30 

2;  9 

16;  15 

13 

4 

17 

1 

6 

180 

24 

110 

27 

700 

24 

1 

29 

1 

25 

1 

17-31 

1  -2 

17 

1 

30 

21 

18-31 

1-3 

26 

1 

3,  17;  22 

1. 1;  i 

17 

i 

27,  28 

3,2 

30 

1 

1 

1 

4-23 

1 

4-31 

1 

10,  30 

1.  1 

12;  13 

1;  i 

20 

1 

31 

1 

18F 

1 

19 

1 

21 

1 

21 

1 

23,  24 

1.2 

28 

1 

18F 

1 

18F,  29 

1.  1 

24 

1 

27 

1 

27 

1 

2  ( 

1 

21 

1 

20 

1 

4 

7 

27F 

1 

1 

3 

9,  19 

3,2 

28 

1 

4 

40 

9 

500 

13;  16 

155;  250 

1;  12 

90;  140 

6 

80 

19 

1 

1  -4 

1 

23 F,  27 

1,2 

30 

1 

29F 

2  (night) 

30 

1 

UQCflti.QQ 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Lewiston 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Squaw  I. 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 
Lewiston 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Dunnville  (Ont) 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Morgans  Point  (Ont) 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 
Blasdell 
Tonawanda 
Buffalo 
East  Amherst 
Throughout  WNY 
Wainfleet  (Ont) 

Point  Gratiot 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Wilson 

Fort  Niagara  SP 
NE  Buffalo 
Throughout  BOS 
South  Grand  I.  Bridge 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Sinking  Ponds  NP 
Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
RT  Peterson  Institute 
Aurora 

Whalen  Memorial  SF 
N.  Harmony 
Dunkirk  Airport 
Beaver  I.  SP 
Tifft  NP 
Amherst  SP 
Squaw  I. 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Wainfleet  (Ont) 
BeaVer  Meadow  Aud. 
N.  Harmony 
Wilson 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Amherst  SP 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Alfred 

Ward 

Akron 

Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Tonawanda  I. 
Tonawanda  I. 

Amherst  SP 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Amherst  SP 
Wilson 
Tonawanda 
Olcott 


Qt?§erYsrXs) 

Gullo;  J&A  Healy,  D’Anna  et  al 

Pawlicki 

Pawlicki 

Pawlicki 

Humann 

Holmes 

Watson;  Pawlicki 
Salembier 
Watson,  Pawlicki 
J&H  Healy;  Morien 
Watson 

Salisbury,  Black 

Watson 

Pawlicki 

Watson 

Pawlicki 

Potter 

Russell 

Hess 

Hess 

Morgante 

11  other  reports 

Yoerg 

Goetz;  VerHague 

Morse 

Humann 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Watson 

Yoerg 

11  other  reports 
Watson 

Pawlicki;  Morien 
Holmes 

Happ,  Watson  et  al  (BOS) 

Kruitbosch 

Holmes 

Dunn 

Lenz 

VerHague 

Sharon 

Fell 

Salembier 

Humann 

Watson 

Watson 

Kerr 

Lenz 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Holmes 

Salembier 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Brooks 

Brooks 

Morien 

Morien 

Watson;  Humann 
Watson,  Pawlicki;  Hess 
Watson 
Salembier 

Salembier,  Morien  et  al 

Salembier 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Hess 

Weber 
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Species 

Alight 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Ovenbird 

24  F 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Humann 

u 

27 

1 

Wainfleet  (Ont) 

Watson 

Northern  Waterthrush 

30 

1  banded 

Lewiston 

Gleason 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

22 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

18 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

17F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Nashville  Warbler 

2 

1 

Chautauqua  Creek 

Lenz 

cc 

27 F,  29 

1,3 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Hooded  Warbler 

3 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 

Cape  May  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Kerr 

u 

30 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Cerulean  Warbler 

5 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

u 

9L 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Magnolia  Warbler 

18F,  27 

1,4 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

24  F,  29 

1,2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

27 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

18F,  27 

2,9 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

a 

24 

1 

Ridgeway  (Ont) 

Potter 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

18F,  24 

4,2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

24 

1 

Ridgeway  (Ont) 

Potter 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Wainfleet  (Ont) 

Watson 

28 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Kerr 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

30F 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Canada  Warbler 

18F,  27 

2,2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

22 

1 

Alexander 

Beattie 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

22 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

u 

22,  29 

1,2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

3 

12 

Olcott 

Pawlicki 

Bobolink 

14 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Humann 

a 

22 

12 

Batavia 

Beattie 

u 

28 

400 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date): 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 


270 

9 

279 


(Left)  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  and  (Right)  Broad-winged  Hawk  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard  Park  on  August  29th 
and  August  19th  respectively. 
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Buffaio-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 
Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 
Nov.  15:  85th  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Anniversary 
Dinner  and  Lecture.  Acqua  Restaurant,  2192  Niagara  Street, 
Buffalo,  NY  14207,  716-874-5400.  Come  early  as  we  have 
permission  to  scope  for  gulls  from  the  deck  beginning  at  2:00 
PM.  The  Reception  &  group  photo  will  be  at  4:30  PM  with  a 
buffet  dinner  starting  at  5:30  PM.  To  reserve  send  your  check, 
payable  to  BOS  of  $40  per  person  to:  Ron  &  Sue  Hacker,  1041 
Ruie  Road,  North  Tonawanda,  NY  14120  by  November  1st.  Joel 
Greenberg  will  present  a  lecture  titled,  “The  Passenger  Pigeons 
Flight  to  Extinction”.  Joel  Greenberg  is  the  author  of  A 
Feathered  River  Across  the  Sky:  The  Passenger  Pigeon's  Flight 
to  Extinction  and  editor  of  "Of  Prairie,  Woods,  and  Water." 

Nov.  30:  Sun.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  Birding 
Association,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:00  AM  at  Fort 
Niagara  State  Park  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort. 
Make  sure  you  have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or 
enhanced  drivers  license.  Dress  warmly.  Leaders:  RBA  Bob 
Spahn  (585-671-5690  or  RSPAHN@prodigv.nett  BOS  leader 
Tom  O'Donnell  (716-284-5569;  tmodonnell@roadrunner.com). 
Dec.  10:  Wed.  B.O.S.  Annual  Holiday  Celebration  at  7:00  PM  in 
the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Please 
bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an  evening  of  birding  friendship. 
We  will  also  elect  officers  for  the  year  2015. 


Dec.  14:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  CBC.  Compiler:  David  Gordon 
i/Jgoi donphoio@yai  .uu.uoi ; ,  or  716-390-1429) 

Dec.  14:  Sunday.  St.  Bonaventure  CBC.  Compiler:  Regina  M. 

VanScoy  (716-925-7109  or  vansCQy716@QQUQQL.CQm- 
Dec.  14:  Sunday.  St.  Catharines  CBC.  Compiler:  Marcie  Jacklin 
(mjacklin@brocku.ca  or  905-871-2577). 

Dec.  14:  Sunday.  Jamestown  CBC.  Compiler:  Bill  Seleen 
(ws.e.i£.e.n@siiiyTL.Q.QJii  or  716-664-4204). 

Dec.  20:  Saturday.  7:30  AM.  Beaver  Meadow  CBC.  Compiler: 
Tom  Kerr  (tkerr.buffalQaudubon@gmail.com)  or  Beaver  Meadow 
585-457-3228  Tue.  to  Sat. 


Dec.  20:  Saturday.  Wilson-Lake  Plains  CBC.  Compiler  Garner 
Light  (716-491-4408  or  ga.m.eijjgfit@.h.Qimailx.Qin ) . 

Dec.  27:  Saturday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  CBC.  Compiler:  Tom 
O'Donnell  (tmQd.QnDall@LQ.adf.unne r. co m  or  716-284-5569) 
Dec.  28:  Sunday.  Niagara  Falls  (ON/NY)  CBC.  Compilers: 
(Ontario)  Kayo  Roy  kayQrQy@niagara.com  or  905-892-4433, 
(New  York  State)  Willie  D'Anna  d.annapQtter@rQadLunnQL..Q.Q.m 
or  716-751-3637. 


Dec.  29:  Monday.  Oak  Orchard  CBC.  Compiler  Celeste  Morien  at 

£.e.l.e.s.te,.m.Q.r.i..en@.g.ma!LQQ.m  or  585-721-8202. 


Jan.  1:  Thursday.  Dunkirk-Fredonia  CBC.  Compiler:  Joanne 
Goetz  (goetz@netsync.net  or  716-673-1627). 

Jan.  4:  Sunday.  Port  Colborne  CBC.  Compiler:  Drew  Campbell 
drew.campbell@gm.CQm  or  drewcampbell@r.Qadr.mmeL.cQm; 
(home)  716-668-0759  or  (cell)  812-797-6679.  Meet  at 
McDonald's,  Highway  3  and  Highway  58,  Port  Colborne  at  8am. 
Jan.  14:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Program  TBD. 

Feb.  11:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Robert  DeLeon  will 
report  on  the  results  of  the  May  Count,  Holly  Sweeney  will 
report  on  the  results  of  the  April  Count. 

BOS  Shorebird  Field  Trip 

Bill  Watson 

Doug  Happ,  once  again,  led  the  August  31st  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  Shorebird  Field  Trip  along  the  Canadian 
shoreline  of  Lake  Erie  and  inland  hotspots.  It  was  a  pleasant  day 
for  birding  with  the  high  temperature  reaching  only  75  °F.  There 
were  strong  southwest  winds  however  with  maximum  gusts  of  30 
mph.  Although  it  rained  elsewhere  in  the  BOS  region,  those  on  the 
field  trip  were  only  subjected  to  a  trace  of  rain  which  did  not 
dampen  our  spirits. 

At  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  we  encountered  a  group  of 
shorebirds  comprising  a  Semipalmated  and  Least  Sandpiper,  two 
Semipalmated  Plovers,  and  a  WHITE-RUMPED  SANDPIPER.  We 
were  trying  to  relocate  a  previously  reported  laird's  Sandpiper 
when  a  Peregrine  Falcon  appeared.  It  acrobatically  soared  and 
dove  repeatedly,  giving  us  a  splendid  show,  but  also  frightened 
away  the  shorebirds.  As  we  continued  on  the  beach  we  found 
many  Killdeer,  a  Spotted  Sandpiper,  and  a  third  Semipalmated 
Plover  which  allowed  a  very  close  approach.  As  we  were  studying 
the  plover  at  close  range  we  were  surprised  to  see  a  RED  KNOT 
land  next  to  it!  As  we  were  leaving  the  beach  Seagan  and  Eli 
Coleman  spotted  a  LONG-TAILED  DUCK.  Tom  O'Donnell  and 
Doug  Happ  then  led  us  to  the  Rock  Point  Bird  Banding  Station 
where  we  saw  an  American  Redstart  and  enjoyed  watching  the 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  coming  to  the  feeder. 

At  the  Innophos  Pond  we  had  six  Great  Egrets  and  three 
Lesser  Yellowlegs.  At  the  Mosaic  Ponds  there  were  30  Caspian 
Terns,  a  Lesser  and  Greater  Yellowlegs,  and  two  dowitchers.  At 
the  Poth  Road  sod  farm  we  tallied  59  Black-bellied  Plovers  and  85 
Killdeer.  Finally,  we  returned  to  the  Buffalo  Outer  Harbor  where 
Mike  and  Wendy  Zebehazy  showed  us  the  BUFF-BREASTED 
SANDPIPER  that  Jim  Pawlicki  had  found  earlier  in  the  day.  Thank 
you  Doug  for  a  great  time  and  great  birds. 
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THE  MONTH:  September 


Tim  Baird 


September’s  weather  for  2014  was  fairly 
unremarkable.  It  was,  overall,  a  warm  month  with  an 
average  temperature  of  63.2°  F,  which  was  one  degree 
above  normal.  Interestingly,  September  joined  May  and 
June  of  2014  as  the  only  months  so  far  this  year  with 
above  average  temperatures.  The  70°  F  mark  was 
reached  or  exceeded  on  20  days — three  days  more  than 
normal.  A  cold  front  passing  on  September  12th  brought  a 
hint  of  autumn  when  the  maximum  temperature  for  the 
day  was  55°  F  resulting  in  the  lowest  maximum  for  the 
date  and  the  lowest  September  maximum  since  2009. 
Temperatures  for  the  latter  half  of  the  month  seesawed 
somewhat  before  returning  to  summer  like  temperatures 
at  the  end.  The  water  temperature  in  Lake  Erie  measured 
73°  F  early  in  September  and  had  declined  to  66°  F  by 
month’s  end. 


Measurable  rainfall  occurred  on  11  days  (normal  for 
September),  but  was  0.77  inches  below  the  normal  total 
of  3.90  inches.  A  cold  front  on  the  first  weekend 
accounted  for  nearly  a  third  of  the  total  rainfall.  This  cold 
front  brought  winds  that  toppled  trees  in  Cattaraugus 
County  south  of  Buffalo. 

Similar  to  the  weather,  September’s  birds  generally 
met  expectations  for  this  season  of  the  year.  One  very 
notable  exception  is  the  report  from  DeLange  of  a  White 
Ibis  at  Fort  Erie  on  the  24th.  Although  the  encounter  was  a 
brief  fly-over  by  an  adult  bird,  the  observation  was  strong 
enough  to  eliminate  other  species.  The  B.O.S.  records 
indicate  this  year’s  sighting  is  likely  only  the  third 
documented  White  Ibis  for  the  study  region.  A  juvenile 
frequented  Tonawanda  WMAfrom  late  September 
through  October  of  2009,  and  a  White  Ibis  was  found  in 
North  Collins  in  early  November  of  1990.  Although  seen 
on  several  dates,  these  earlier  records  undoubtedly 
represented  multiple  sightings  of  a  single  bird. 


Notable  dabbling  duck  numbers  include  180  Wood 
Ducks,  80  Blue-winged  Teal  and  125  Green-winged  Teal 
observed  by  Morien  on  the  25th  at  Iroquois  National 

Wildlife  Refuge. 
Records  show  that 
Iroquois  NWR  has 
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been  a  major 
September  staging 
area  for  the  Blue- 


(Top)  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  photographed  by  Sue 
Barth  at  Orchard  Park  on  September  10th  and  (Bottom)  Bay¬ 
breasted  Warbler  photographed  by  Tim  Baird  at  Salamanca 
on  September  16th. 


winged  Teal  in  the 
study  region.  The 
B  O  S.  database 
indicates  a  general 
decline  since  the 
1970’s  when  a  few 
hundred  Blue-winged 
Teal  were  not 
uncommon  at  the 
refuge;  culminating  in 
847  reported  there  by 
Morse  in  September 
1972.  Blue-winged 
Teal  populations  are 
sensitive  to  weather 
variances  and 
agricultural  practices 
in  the  Prairie  Pothole 
Region  of  North 
America  The 
Guthries’  report  of 
207  Northern 
Shovelers  on  the  21st 
at  the  Batavia 
Wastewater 
Treatment  Plant  is 
another  notable 
waterfowl 

accumulation  Ruddy 
Ducks  topped  the 
diving  duck  numbers 
with  Fox's  report  of 
63  at  Batavia  WWTP 
on  the  25th.  However, 
the  numbers  prize 
must  go  to  the  17,100 
Double-crested 
Cormorants  reported 
by  Watson  at  Rock 
Point  Provincial  Park 
on  September  9th.  A  single  Eared  Grebe  was  seen  at 
Batavia  on  three  dates  over  the  course  of  the  month  and 
was  likely  the  same  bird. 

Oak  Orchard  WMA  was  the  focal  point  for  herons. 

The  Great  Blue  Heron  maximum  at  the  site  was  165  on 
the  20th  noted  by  Morien.  Hard  to  imagine,  but  Great 
Egrets  surpassed  that  number  at  Oak  Orchard  WMA  with 
a  healthy  176  on  the  26th  reported  by  Watson.  Pawlicki’s 
report  of  478  Herring  Gulls  at  Cuba  Lake  on  the  24th  is 
exceptional  for  this  inland  location. 

The  B.O.S  and  the  NYS  Purple  Martin  Society  joined 
in  a  field  trip  to  observe  the  Purple  Martin  roost  at 
Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on  September  6th.  The  results 
of  this  trip  are  best  appreciated  through  the  words  of 
Celeste  Morien.  Here  is  an  edited  version  of  a  report 
posted  by  Morien  on  GeneseeBirds:  We  held  an 
awesome  field  trip  to  see  the  Purple  Martin  Roost  site 
tonight  at  Buckhorn  Island  SP  on  Grand  Island. 
Martins  started  arriving  around  7  PM  and  amassed, 
building  in  huge  numbers  slowly.  A  reasonable 
estimate  was  made  based  on  a  block  grid  count.  A 
block  of  500  was  established  by  DEC  Technician 
Jacquie  Walters  and  then  extrapolated  over  the  field 
of  view  in  a  grid  on  the  relativity  stable  flock  of 
martins  over  the  reed  bed.  At  7:56  all  the  last  birds 


funneled  in  the  reed  bed.  Thanks  to  everyone  who 
attended  and  a  special  thank  you  to  Jacquie  Walters, 
who  offered  to  count  the  Purple  Martin  flock.  Jacquie 
came  up  with  an  incredible  13,000  martins  which 
were  well  worth  the  wait  to  see  as  they  filled  the  air 
looking  like  a  massive  swarm  of  pepper  specks 
above  the  reed  bed.  The  martins  use  reed  beds  like 
this,  when  they  can  find  them,  for  the  high  degree  of 
safety  they  provide  from  predation.  It  is  said  the 
martins  can  be  seen  on  Doppler  radar  as  they  leave 
these  sites  en  mass  in  the  early  morning.  I  also  want 
to  thank  Alec  Humann  for  getting  other  observers  out 
to  the  site  to  document  the  rising  numbers  of 
martins.  One  other  note  is  that  tonight  we  saw  only 
Second-Year  and  juvenile  martins  so  presumably  the 
After  Second-Year  martins  have  already  migrated. 

This  evening  roost  had  dissipated  by  mid-month  as 
Humman’s  follow-up  at  the  park  on  the  19th  found  only 
one  martin.  Additional  locations  in  the  B  O  S.  Study  Area 
hosted  large  concentrations  of  the  other  swallow  species 
as  reported  by  Beattie,  Fox,  and  Mark  among  others.  Cliff 
Swallow  numbers  were  an  exception  as  the  maximum 
count  for  the  species  was  two  from  Magistro  on  the  14th 
at  Batavia  WWTP,  but  the  low  number  is  likely  a  reflection 
of  this  species’  tendency  to  leave  the  region  quickly  after 
the  nesting  season  has  ended  in  August. 


(Top)  Ovenbird  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard  Park 
on  September  12th  and  (Bottom)  Hooded  Warbler 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard  Park  on  September 
10th. 
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The  migration  of  Swainson's  Thrushes  was 
documented  through  night  counts  by  Hess,  Lenz,  and 
Humann  during  the  latter  half  of  September.  Records 
supplied  by  Salembier  of  multiple  Swainson’s  Thrushes 
on  the  12th  and  16th  at  Amherst  State  Park  lend  support 
for  the  timing  of  this  thrush’s  migration  through  the  region. 
Nine  Bay-breasted  Warblers  reported  by  Lenz  at  Lake 
Erie  State  Park  on  September  14th  is  a  notable  count  for 
this  ‘confusing  fall  warbler’  and  follows  a  trend  showing 
an  increase  of  this  warbler  during  recent  years’ 
migrations.  Labeling  Pine  Siskins  a  winter  finch  might  be 
a  stretch,  but  Salembier’s  first  for  the  fall  season  on  the 
24th  from  Williamsville  just  might  be  a  hint  of  things  to 
come. 


(Top  to  Bottom;  photographs  from  Sue  Barth)  Gray¬ 
cheeked  Thrush  at  Orchard  Park  on  September  20th, 
Swainson’s  Thrush  at  Orchard  Park  on  September  12th,  and 
Wood  Thrush  at  Orchard  Park  on  September  12th. 


I  appreciate  David  Sugg’s  help  with  information  from 
the  BOS.  database.  Mike  Morgante  and  Gerry  Rising 
were  helpful  in  reviewing  this  article. 


(Top  to  Bottom;  photographs  from  Sue  Barth)  Marsh  Wren 
at  Iroquois  NWR  on  September  25th,  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  at  Orchard  Park  on  September  30th,  and  Merlin 
at  Birdsong  Parklands  on  September  18th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@gmail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Cackling  Goose 

21 F 

2 

Point  Breeze 

R.  Guthrie 

Wood  Duck 

3 

86 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

a 

4,  25 

52,  180 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Gadwall 

2;  12 

10;  12 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Rycenga 

Blue-winged  Teal 

13 

67 

Batavia  WWTP 

Coleman 

u 

18;  26 

25;  47 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D’Anna;  Watson 

a 

25 

80 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Northern  Shoveler 

12;  21 

114;  207 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  R&A  Guthrie 

Northern  Pintail 

7 

32 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna,  Watson  et  al 

a 

14 

40 

Batavia  WWTP 

J&A  Healy 

Green-winged  Teal 

12;  26 

96;  71 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Fox;  Watson 

a 

25 

125 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Redhead 

4;  13 

3;  2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Morien 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3;  14;  21 

1;  3;  6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien;  Beattie;  R&A  Guthrie 

Greater  Scaup 

23F 

14 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Lesser  Scaup 

3 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

a 

6 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Humann,  Barth 

White-winged  Scoter 

7 

3 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

a 

22 

7 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Surf/Black  Scoter 

22 

3 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Long-tailed  Duck 

9 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

21 

3 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki 

Bufflehead 

20F 

1 

Wethersfield 

Fox 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

14 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz,  Walker 

a 

22,  23 

1,  11 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Ruddy  Duck 

4;  14;  25 

27;  32;  63 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Beattie;  Fox 

a 

29 

2 

Buckhorn  1  SP 

Humann 

Common  Loon 

7F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna 

(( 

11 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Mitchell 

a 

22,  23 

4,  12 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Horned  Grebe 

23 

13 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Red-necked  Grebe 

23F 

5 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Eared  Grebe 

2;  13;  30 

111 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox,  Morien;  R.  Guthrie 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

1 

484 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

a 

4 

84 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

9 

17100 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

21 

600 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

a 

22 

800 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Great  Blue  Heron 

20;  26 

165;  100 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien;  Watson 

Great  Egret 

12 

30 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

21;  26 

162;  176 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien;  Watson 

a 

25 

22 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

White  Ibis 

24 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

DeLange  et  al 

Black  Vulture 

27 

5 

Artpark  SP 

Teskey,  Manning 

Bald  Eagle 

6,  13,  14 

3,3,3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

a 

7 

4 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

a 

12 

14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

90 


Soecies 

Seotember 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

7 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

(t 

24,  29 

1,  1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

9 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Daniels 

(i 

14 

1 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 

VerHague 

u 

20 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

ii 

27 

1 

Alexander 

Dart 

Virginia  Rail 

4 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Sora 

9 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Daniels 

ii 

14 

1 

Pomfret 

Lenz,  Walker 

American  Coot 

4 

14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

ii 

6 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Common  Gallinule 

4 

43 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Sandhill  Crane 

1,  14 

3,3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Fox 

ii 

6;  7;  12 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

J&AHealy;  Holmes;  Morien 

Black-bellied  Plover 

6 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Barth,  Humann,  Ganey 

it 

9;  28 

34;  9 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson;  Yoerg 

ii 

14 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Lenz 

a 

14;  17 

1;  3 

Batavia  WWTP 

J&A  Healy;  Thomas 

ii 

24-27 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Barton  et  al 

American  Golden-Plover 

1 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Martin 

a 

12 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox,  Rycenga 

a 

19 

1 

Attica 

Fox 

a 

20 

7 

Gainesville 

Fox 

a 

24-27 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Barton  et  al 

a 

27 

5 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

a 

29 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Semipalmated  Plover 

1 

25 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Beattie 

Killdeer 

9 

1t1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

24 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wasilco 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

24 

15 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wasilco 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

1;  26 

33;  37 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Martin;  Watson 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

21 

2 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki 

Red  Knot 

2 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

a 

3 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Watson  et  al 

Sanderling 

7 

5 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki  et  al 

a 

7 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

a 

11 

16 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

a 

21 

3 

Point  Breeze 

R  Guthrie 

a 

26 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Scheibel 

a 

28 

14 

Pinecrest  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

6 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

J&AHealy 

a 

18 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D’Anna 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Martin,  Fox 

a 

4;  6 

2;  5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna,  Morien;  J&A  Healy 

a 

21 

3 

Point  Breeze 

Guthrie 

a 

28 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

9;  26 

11;  14 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

McGowan;  Watson 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

1;  9;  17 

1 ;  2;  2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Fox;  McGowan;  Morien 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

4;  6 

i;  i 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell,  D’Anna;  J&A  Healy 

a 

9 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

1 ;  4;  17 

3;  5;  1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Fox;  Watson;  Morien 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

12 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Gullo 

Franklin’s  Gull 

23 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Herring  Gull 

14 

300 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

a 

24 

478 

Cuba  Lake 

Pawlicki 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

6 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Barth 

a 

7 

2 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Common  Tern 

7 

128 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna,  Barth,  Pawlicki 

Forster’s  Tern 

2 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Fell 

a 

13 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Pawlicki 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

11 F 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki 

a 

22 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Pawlicki 

Parasitic/Long-tailed  Jaeger 

11 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

a 

21 

3 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki 
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Species 

Seotember 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Jaeger  sp. 

22,  23 

2,  1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

13 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

<( 

17 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Common  Nighthawk 

2 

5 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

u 

4 

1 

Marilla 

Holmes 

u 

5 

i;  i 

Tonawanda 

Hess;  Watson 

u 

9 

1 

Shelby 

Morien 

(t 

20,  21 

1,2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

u 

17;  28 

12;  2 

East  Amherst 

Contino;  Morgante 

Chimney  Swift 

6 

97 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Coleman 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

3 

2 

Westfield 

Berry,  Sundell 

(( 

3 

5 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Humann 

u 

4 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

VerHague 

u 

14 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Walker,  Lenz 

u 

14 

1 

Portland 

Lenz,  Walker 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

19F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

19F 

1 

Buckhorn  1  SP 

Humann 

Merlin 

6-27 

1-2 

Throughout  BOS 

11  reports 

Peregrine  Falcon 

9 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

u 

9 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

Humann 

M 

30 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

R  Guthrie 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

9 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

u 

14L 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Lenz,  Walker 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

2,  14-18 

1,  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier;  Pawlicki 

u 

12 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon 

u 

14 

2 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Lenz,  Walker 

Willow  Flycatcher 

6L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

J&A  Healy 

Least  Flycatcher 

22L 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 

22L 

2 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

18L 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier,  Pawlicki 

Eastern  Kingbird 

6 

1 

Yates 

Watson 

u 

13;  14L 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Rose-Burney;  D’Anna  et  al 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

6L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

J&A  Healy 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

14F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Warbling  Vireo 

24L 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wasilco 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

12F,  26 

5,2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

13 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Horned  Lark 

3 

28 

Oakfield 

Morien 

u 

9 

36 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Purple  Martin 

2;  6 

6500;  13000 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann;  Walters  et  al  (BOS) 

u 

8;  19 

5000;  1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Contino;  Humann 

Tree  Swallow 

4 

425 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

6 

1000 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

6 

150 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

it 

18 

1700 

Goat  1. 

Mark 

Bank  Swallow 

6;  14 

150;  50 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie;  J&A  Healy 

Cliff  Swallow 

11 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

u 

13;  14 

i;  2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien;  Magistro 

Winter  Wren 

12;  30 

i;  2 

Amherst  SP 

Rycenga;  Salembier 

u 

14 

i 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

25F 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

13F 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Rose-Burney 

u 

13F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Veery 

1  -30 

1  -9 

Tonawanda  (night) 

Hess 

u 

22 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

6F,  22 

1,  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

9 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

Barth 

(t 

13,  17 

3,  1 

Tonawanda  (night) 

Hess 

u 

14 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

16 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

u 

20 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

u 

22 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

u 

27 

12 

Grand  Island  (night) 

Humann 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

12,  16 

11,  10 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 
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Soecies 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

u 

13,  16 

9,  20 

Tonawanda  (night) 

Hess 

it 

14 

100 

Portland  (night) 

Lenz 

u 

27 

21 

Grand  Island  (night) 

Humann 

Wood  Thrush 

30 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

American  Pipit 

12F 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Rycenga 

it 

26 

2 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Humann 

u 

28 

1 

Freedom 

Fehringer 

Ovenbird 

26L 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante,  Rockwell 

Northern  Waterthrush 

4 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

14L 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Lenz,  Walker 

Tennessee  Warbler 

IF,  18 

1,8 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

12F;  26 

i;  i 

Amherst  SP 

Rycenga;  Salembier 

ti 

14 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

it 

20 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

it 

26 

1 

Tillman  Rd  WMA 

Gralak 

Hooded  Warbler 

10,  30 

i,  i 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

tt 

18 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

tt 

30 

i 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Northern  Parula 

2F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

14 

9 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Lenz 

Yellow  Warbler 

15L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

2,  23 

7,2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Palm  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

8F 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Pine  Warbler 

11,  22 

1,2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Canada  Warbler 

7 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

9 

2 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

it 

14 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Walker,  Lenz 

Chipping  Sparrow 

9 

41 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

8F 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

ii 

23 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

White-throated  Sparrow 

7F 

1 

Poland 

Berry 

a 

17,  26 

1,5 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

28F 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Morse 

tt 

30 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

30 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

26 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

tt 

26 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante,  Rockwell 

Bobolink 

11 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

14 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Lenz 

Rusty  Blackbird 

29F 

2 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

Baltimore  Oriole 

7L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Humann,  Coleman 

Pine  Siskin 

24F 

2 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

if 

28 

5 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

J&A  Healy 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  279 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month:  4 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date):  283 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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Winter  -  Spring  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Dec.  14:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  CBC  Compiler:  David  Gordon 

(dgordonphoto@yahoo.com  or  716-390-1429) 

Dec.  14:  Sunday.  St.  Bonaventure  CBC  Compiler:  Regina  M 

VanScoy  (716-925-7109  or  vanscoy716@outlook.com. 

Dec.  14:  Sunday.  St.  Catharines  CBC  Compiler:  Marcie  Jacklin 

(mjacklin@brocku  ca  or  905-871-2577). 

Dec.  14:  Sunday.  Jamestown  CBC  Compiler:  Bill  Seleen 

(wseleen@stny.rr.com  or  716-664-4204). 

Dec.  20:  Saturday.  7:30  AM.  Beaver  Meadow  CBC.  Compiler: 

Tom  Kerr  (tkerr.buffaloaudubon@gmail.com)  or  Beaver  Meadow 
585-457-3228  Tue.  to  Sat 

Dec.  20:  Saturday.  Wilson-Lake  Plains  CBC.  Compiler  Garner 

Light  (716-491-4408  or  garnerlight@hotmail.com). 

Dec.  27:  Saturday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  CBC.  Compiler:  Tom 

O'Donnell  (tmodonnell@roadrunner.com  or  716-284-5569) 

Dec.  28:  Sunday.  Niagara  Falls  (ON/NY)  CBC.  Compilers: 
(Ontario)  Kayo  Roy  kayoroy@niagara.com  or  905-892-4433, 
(New  York  State)  Willie  D'Anna  dannapotter@roadrunner.CQm 
or  716-751-3637. 

Dec.  29:  Monday.  Oak  Orchard  CBC.  Compiler  Celeste  Morien  at 
celeste.morien@gmail.com  or  585-721-8202. 

Jan.  1:  Thursday.  Dunkirk-Fredonia  CBC.  Compiler:  Joanne 

Goetz  (goetz@netsync.net  or  716-673-1627). 

Jan.  4:  Sunday.  Port  Colborne  CBC.  Compiler:  Drew  Campbell 
drew.campbell@gm.com  or  drewcampbell@roadrunner.com; 

(heme)  716-668-0759  or  (cell)  812-797-6679.  Meet  at 
McDonald's,  Highway  3  and  Highway  58,  Port  Colborne  at  8am. 
Jan.  14:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  "Snowy  Owl 
Invasion:  There  Goes  the  Mileage  on  My  Car"  Artist  Melissa 
Mance-Coniglio  will  discuss  her  role  as  a  scout  and  assistant  for 
Project  Snowstorm  in  Western,  NY.  When  the  first  snowy  owl  of 
last  winter's  massive  irruption  showed  up  on  Melissa  Mance- 
Coniglio's  daily  commute  to  work,  she  was  hooked.  Little  did 
she  know  that  first  meeting  would  lead  to  a  winter  full  of  getting 
up  close  and  personal  with  Genesee  County's  owls.  Her 
adventures  as  an  owl  scout  helped  a  project  snowstorm  bander 
get  data  on  60  owls.  Come  see  some  great  owl  photos  and  hear 
some  great  stories  about  our  recent  visitors. 

Jan.  18  Sunday:  January  Waterfowl  Count  and  mid-winter 
Bald  Eagle  Survey.  The  count  window  is  from  Jan.  1 7-25. 
However,  counters  are  urged  to  use  the  target  date  of  Sunday, 
Jan.  18,  if  at  all  possible  (weather  permitting).  Contact  the 


Compiler  for  info  or  questions:  Jim  Landau  at  941-3869  or 
landaujr@gmail  com  Feb.  11:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM 
in  the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 
Robert  DeLeon  will  report  on  the  results  of  the  May  Count,  Holly 
Sweeney  will  report  on  the  results  of  the  April  Count. 

Mar.  11:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room 
of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jean  Iron  will 
disbuss  "James  Bay  Shorebird  Research  2014".  Jean  Iron  will 
give  us  the  results  of  last  summer's  shorebird  surveys  on  James 
Bay  in  Ontario.  Her  presentation  will  include  the  latest 
information  on  the  endangered  rufa  subspecies  of  the  Red  Knot. 
She  will  discuss  nano-tagging  and  emphasize  the  importance  of 
James  Bay  as  the  most  significant  subarctic  staging  area  in 
North  America. 

April  8:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room 
of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Speaker  TBD 
May  13:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room 
of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Joseph  Mwangi,  a  trip 
leader  for  Natures  Wonderland  Safaris,  and  fellow  BOS 
member  Marcie  Jacklin  will  discuss  "Birding  in  Kenya."  They  will 
show  photos  of  some  of  the  400  species  of  birds  they  saw  and 
heard,  as  well  as  other  wildlife  and  scenery. 

Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  NOTICE 
(1/1/15-12/31/15) 

Dear  Members, 

Last  year  the  Society  changed  its  membership  dues  structure. 
Individual  &  family  memberships  have  been  combined  into  one 
"household"  membership.  Dues  will  be  $20  for  households 
receiving  the  Prothonotary  via  email  &  $25  for  those  who  prefer  a 
paper  copy  mailed  to  them.  This  will  help  defray  the  rising  printing 
&  mailing  costs  associated  with  publishing  the  newsletter. 

Please  indicate  your  renewal  option: 

_ $20  -  to  receive  an  email  copy  of  the  Prothonotary 

_ $25  -  to  receive  a  mailed  paper  copy  of  the  Prothonotary 

Checks  payable  in  U.S.  Funds  to  BOS.  Please  respond  by 

January  31,  2015  to: 

Karen  Landau  9195  State  Road,  Colden,  NY  14033-9626 
(See  attached  flyer  for  full  set  of  membership  options) 


94 


The  Prothonotary 

ill?  * 

Buffalo 
Ornithological 

i 

Society 

Volume  80,  No.  11  November  2014 

THE  MONTH:  October 


Bill  Watson 


This  October  was  warm  and  wet.  The  mean 
temperature  was  53.4  degrees  Fahrenheit,  which  was  2.6 
degrees  warmer  than  normal.  On  the  28th  the  record  was 
tied  for  both  the  record  high  maximum  of  74  degrees  and 
record  high  minimum  of  57  degrees.  Total  precipitation 
was  1.08  inches  above  normal  with  a  total  of  4.60  inches 
that  only  included  a  trace  of  snow.  About  half  of  the  rain 
fell  on  the  4th  and  5th.  The  highest  wind  speed  was  from 
the  west-southwest  at  35  mph  on  both  the  8th  and  25th. 
The  8th  also  had  the  strongest  gust  of  49  mph  from  the 
west  (the  azimuth  was  280  degrees).  Frequent  rain 
resulted  in  little  sunshine,  with  19  cloudy  days,  9  partly 
cloudy  days,  and  only  4  fair  days. 

On  the  5th  Alec  Humann  discovered  an  early  fall 
Cattle  Egret  on  the  pier  at  the  north  tip  of  Squaw  Island  at 
"the  now  famous  Elegant  Tern  hang-out."  This  is  our 
earliest  fall  Cattle  Egret.  Most  of  these  birds  occur  in  the 
fall  in  late  October  or  early  November.  In  his  report  Alec 
said,  "The  combination  of  short,  heavy,  yellow  bill,  black 
legs,  and  small  chunky  size,  ruled  out  other  species  of 
heron  or  egret." 

On  the  18th,  21st,  and  26th  Jim  Pawlicki,  Peter  Yoerg 
and  many  others  enjoyed  observing  an  adult  Laughing 
Gull  near  the  Westside  Rowing  Club  and  Squaw  Island  in 
Buffalo.  The  other  three  October  records  are:  one  in 
Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  on  the  28th  in  1967;  one  in 
Dunkirk  on  the  10th,  13th,  and  15th  in  1976;  and  one  on 
Squaw  Island  on  the  24th  in  1995. 

Jim  Pawlicki  and  Joe  Mitchell  discovered  a  juvenile 
Pomarine  Jaeger  at  Hamburg  Town  Park  on  the  4th, 
which  was  a  windy  day.  In  his  verification  report  Jim 
noted  the  Pomarine  Jaeger  was  close  to  and  interacted 
with  a  Parasitic  Jaeger  (PAJA)  stating,  "Heavy,  thick-set 
body  and  broad-based  wings  noticeably  wider  than  length 
of  tail.  Briefly  giving  weak  chases  to  adult  PAJA  and  Ring¬ 
billed  Gulls,  and  clearly  larger  and  beefier  when  in  direct 

comparison  to 
PAJA.  Plumage 
dark  brownish-gray 
overall,  being 
darkest  across  the 
upperside,  with 
extensive  white  on 
leading  edge  of 


upperside  primaries,  extensive  white  flash  on 
underwings,  paler  belly  and  uppertail  coverts,  and  in  good 
light,  a  very  obvious  and  extensive  paler  brown  nape/ 
crown.  Proportionately  larger  head  and  thicker  two-toned 
bill  more  noticeable  than  PAJA  at  same  distance."  Of  the 
now  ten  October  Noteworthy  Database  Records  this  is 
the  earliest;  however,  there  are  two  earlier  fall  records: 
September  3,  1938  and  September  24,1950. 


Iroquois  NWR  on  October  22nd  and  (Bottom)  Laughing  Gull 
photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Squaw  Island  on  October 
26th. 
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In  what  is  now  the 
territory  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society 
there  are  only  five 
previous  records  of 
individual  LE 
CONTE’S 

SPARROW:  October 
20,1953,  at  the  edge 
of  Dunnville  Marsh; 
May  11,  1971;  April  6, 
1975;  October 
10,1991;  and  October 
8,  1992  .  On  the  22nd 
Jim  Pawlicki  and  Joe 
Mitchell  found  an 
individual  of  this  very 
rare  species  behind 
Cayuga  Pool  at 
Iroquois  NWR. 
Distinguishing  it  from 
the  similar  Nelson's 
Sparrow  in  his 
verification  report  he 
noted  it  was,  "Similar 
in  overall  shape  to  a 
Nelson’s  Sparrow 
(Ammodramus 
nelsoni),  but  slightly 
smaller  in  size  with  a 
smaller,  paler  bill; 
limited  pale  gray 
auriculars;  and 
brighter  yellow- 
orange  face  and 
underparts  with  well- 
defined  blackish 
streaks." 


The  recent  trend  toward  later  and  later  Lincoln 
Sparrows  continues.  In  2011  one  was  found  on  October 
25th  at  Amherst  State  Park.  In  2013  an  even  later  bird 
was  found  on  October  28th  at  Amherst  State  Park.  This 
year  Jim  Pawlicki  and  I  found  one  in  the  City  of 
Tonawanda  a  half  mile  west  of  Two  Mile  Creek  Road  on 
October  29th.  Among  other  features  in  my  report,  I 
mentioned, "  ...the  streaking  of  the  Lincoln's  Sparrow  was 
much  blacker,  finer,  and  darker  than  the  streaking  of  a 
Song  Sparrow.  The  streaks  were  very  narrow  and  sharp. 
The  breast  and  flanks  were  covered  in  a  strong,  buffy, 
yellow-brown,  which  is  diagnostic  for  Lincoln’s  Sparrow." 
The  latest  record  of  this  species  in  our  region  is 
December  27,  1967  by  Doris  Burton  and  Larson.  The 
temperature  that  December  was  5.5  degrees  above 
average  with  temperatures  reaching  60  degrees  by  mid¬ 
month. 

On  the  11th,  during  the  79th  Annual  BOS  October 
Bird  Count,  Edward  Ratajczak  did  it  again.  On  the  power 
line  along  McNulty  Road  in  Java  he  discovered  six 
Bobolinks.  In  his  report  he  wrote  in  part,  "Face  is  pale  buff 
with  dark  posterior  eyestripe...  Underside  is  tawny.. .with 
dark  streaks  on  the  flanks."  This  is  our  seventh  October 
record,  but  there  is  also  a  November  7, 1967  record.  This 
month's  six  Bobolinks  are  the  latest  record  of  a  group  of 
this  size  or  larger. 


Birds  seem  to  show  a  temporal  and  geographic 
fidelity.  On  the  2011  October  count  Ratajczak  found  a 
Bobolink  on  the  telephone  wires  on  Bartz  Road.  The 
south  end  of  Bartz  Road  is  just  0.4  miles  west  of  the  north 
end  of  McNulty  Road.  Also,  note  the  late  Lincoln's 
Sparrow  repeat  at  Amherst  State  Park. 

This  month  there  were  many  excellent  records  that 
did  not  require  verification  reports.  The  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  in  Fredonia  on  the  21st  is  our  second  latest 
record  in  the  1960-2013  Noteworthy  Database,  the 
Wilson's  Warbler  on  the  13th  is  the  sixth  latest,  the 
Nelson’s  Sparrow  on  the  23rd  the  third  latest,  the  Cape 
May  Warbler  on  the  10th  the  second  latest,  and  the 
Nashville  Warblers  banded  by  Betsy  Brooks  on  the  24th 
the  third  latest  record.  Greater  White-fronted  Geese, 
Eared  Grebe,  and  Northern  Goshawk  are  always  great 
finds.  On  the  5th,  in  Buffalo,  the  Sabine's  Gull  and  Red 
Phalarope  were  both  new  birds  for  the  year.  In  Frewsburg 
Tom  LeBlanc  banded  27  (24  in  October  and  4  in 
November)  of  those  adorable  little  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls,  while  Dave  Junkin  (the  discoverer  of  Junkin's 
Warbler)  banded  13  in  Wethersfield.  There  also  seems  to 
be  unprecedented  movements  of  Double-crested 
Cormorants  in  the  fall  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  with 
2,150  on  the  third  of  the  month,  1,850  of  which  passed  by 
between  8:20  and  8:34  AM. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Jack  Skalicky,  Jim  Pawlicki,  Mike 
Zebehazy,  and  all  others  who  made  helpful  suggestions 
for  the  writing  of  The  Month  and  acknowledge  the 
following  sources  for  providing  information: 

Beardslee,  C.  S.  and  H.  D.  Mitchell.  1965.  Birds  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier  Region.  Bulletin  of  the  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences,  vol.  22. 

Happ  D.,  D.  DiTommaso,  D.  D.  Suggs  et  al.  BOS 
Noteworthy  Database  1960-2011. 

http://www.happtech.com/BOSNoteworthy/ 

NoteworthyRecords/ 

ShowNoteworthyRecQrdsTableGeneral.aspx 

Morgante,  M.  2012.  Verification  Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of 
Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario.  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  Inc. 

Suggs,  David  et  al.  2002.  Seasonal  Checklist  of  the  Birds- 
The  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Thomas,  D.,  U.  S.  National  Weather  Service,  Buffalo,  New 
York. 


Nelson’s  Sparrow  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Iroquois 
NWR  on  October  2nd. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@Qmail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 
Snow  Goose 

M 

Cackling  Goose 

ii 

ic 

ii 

Tundra  Swan 

ii 

Wood  Duck 

ii 

ii 

Gadwall 

American  Wigeon 
Blue-winged  Teal 

u 

Northern  Shoveler 
Northern  Pintail 
Green-winged  Teal 
Canvasback 
Redhead 

ii 

Surf  Scoter 

M 

If 

Black  Scoter 

u 

Long-tailed  Duck 

if 

Bufflehead 
Common  Merganser 
Red-breasted  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

Red-throated  Loon 

ii 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

ii 

Horned  Grebe 

ii 

Red-necked  Grebe 

ii 

ii 


October  Number 


23F;  25 

2 

22F 

1  bl 

26 

2 

1 

5 

10 

4 

13 

8 

22 

3 

25F 

6 

29 

7 

3 

74 

9 

197 

30 

16 

15 

47 

16 

150 

1 

102 

22 

12 

8;  15 

255;  251 

2 

77 

15 

337 

7F 

1 

5 

7 

30 

28 

4 

1 

5;  8 

3;  14 

10 

11 

18;  25 

5;  10 

26 

6 

18 

110 

26 

260 

5 

1 

4 

250 

18;  26 

410;  350 

7 

15 

8;  15 

1248;  1654 

8 

2 

8 

51 

13 

4 

28 

1 

5F 

1 

8 

1 

7 

23 

19 

15 

10 

45 

15 

4 

8 

1 

10;  15 

1 

10 

2 

Location 

Iroquois  NWR 
Oakfield 
Iroquois  NWR 
East  Aurora 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Lyndonville 

Iroquois  NWR 

Attica 

Tonawanda 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
East  Aurora 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Buffalo 

North  Harmony 

Hamburg 

Buffalo 

Wilson 

Buffalo 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Buffaio 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Buffalo 
Sheridan 
Buffalo 
Cuba  Lake 
Batavia  WWTP 
UB  North  Campus 
Iroquois  NWR 
Buckhorn  I.  SP 
Sinking  Ponds  NS 
Hamburg 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Cuba  Lake 
Java 
Wilson 

Foster  Lake,  Alfred 
Squaw  I.,  Buffalo 
Batavia  WWTP 
Wilson 


Observers! 

Barth,  J&K  Landau;  Sucy 

Mitchell 

Sawusch 

Holmes 

Kerr 

Fell 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Markel 

Watson 

Fox 

Morien,  Martin 

Holmes 

Watson 

Ragan 

Watson 

Watson,  Pawlicki 
Fox;  Watson 
Morien,  Barth 
Watson 
Fox 

Coleman 
Vanstrom 
Pawlicki,  Mitchell 
Coleman;  D’Anna  et  al 
D’Anna 

Mitchell;  Morgante 
Watson 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 
Watson 
Coleman 
VerHague 

Mashburn;  Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

R&D  Rosche 

Fox;  Watson 

Fell 

Fox 

Humann 

Holmes 

Pawlicki 

Frauen 

R&D  Rosche 

Rose-Burney 

D’Anna 

Brooks 

Coleman 

Sawusch;  Watson 
D’Anna 
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Species 

October 

Number 

Location 

Qbseryer(s) 

Eared  Grebe 

2;  3;  10 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien,  Barth;  Fox;  Sawusch 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

3 

2150 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

u 

3;  6 

950;  1400 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson;  Humann 

American  Bittern 

2L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  Barth 

Least  Bittern 

5L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Fox 

Great  Egret 

1 

106 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

u 

26 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sawusch 

Cattle  Egret 

5 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann  et  al 

Osprey 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sucy 

Northern  Goshawk 

28 

1 

Forestville 

VerHague 

Virginia  Rail 

3 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Common  Gallinule 

13L 

1 

TifftNP 

Barth 

American  Coot 

10 

90 

TifftNP 

Sharon 

u 

26 

86 

South  Dayton 

VerHague 

Sandhill  Crane 

5;  9;  25 

8;  2;  7 

Iroquois  NWR 

S&T  O’Donnell;  Morien;  Sucy 

u 

15 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Black-bellied  Plover 

3 

2 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

American  Golden-Plover 

1 

2 

Waterport 

Morien 

u 

4 

9 

Porter 

D’Anna 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

23 

1 

Squaw  1.,  Buffalo 

Watson 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

3 

1 

Majors  Park,  Aurora 

Holmes 

u 

4L 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Ballou,  Beery 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

1 

11 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

1 

98 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

u 

26L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Fell 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

5 

1 

Dunkirk 

VerHague 

Sanderling 

3 

5 

Morgan’s  Point  (Ont) 

Watson 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

14L 

1 

Dunkirk 

VerHague 

Dunlin 

15 

5 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

M 

23 

1 

UB  North  Campus 

Fell 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

1 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

5;  8 

i;  i 

Buffalo 

Coleman,  Humann;  Holden 

Red  Phalarope 

5 

1 

Buffalo 

Coleman 

Phalarope  species 

5 

2 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

5 

2 

Buffalo 

Coleman 

Sabine’s  Gull 

5F-8 

1-3 

Buffalo 

Humann,  Coleman,  Morse  et  al 

(i 

18-20;  26 

i;  2 

Goat  Island 

Gordon,  Pawlicki  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

6 

3700 

Buffalo 

Morien,  Sherony 

Little  Gull 

5;  8 

5;  7 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki;  D’Anna 

u 

10 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

18 

4 

Goat  Island 

Pawlicki 

Laughing  Gull 

18,  21;  26 

1 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki;  Pawlicki,  Watson 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

4;  19;  26 

2;  1;  1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna;  Kerr;  Rose-Burney 

u 

7 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

R&D  Rosche 

Caspian  Tern 

8 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

u 

8 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Watson 

Black  Tern 

7L 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Common  Tern 

5;  8 

463;  1000 

Buffalo 

Humann;  D’Anna  et  al 

ii 

17;  27 

113;  42 

Squaw  1.,  Buffalo 

Humann;  Pawlicki 

a 

20 

20 

Goat  Island 

Wheeler 

Forster’s  Tern 

6;  8 

2;  1 

Buffalo 

Daniels;  Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Pomarine  Jaeaer 

4 

1 

Hamburg 

Pawlicki  et  al 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

4 

2 

Hamburg 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

8;  18 

1 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell;  Pawlicki 

it 

8 

2 

Yates 

Fox 

u 

18 

4 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki 

ii 

25 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thomas 

Jaeger  sp. 

10 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

21L 

1 

Fredonia 

VerHague 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

24 

24  banded 

Frewsburg 

LeBlanc 

ii 

11-24 

13  banded 

Wethersfield 

Junkin 

Common  Nighthawk 

6L 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Chimney  Swift 

7L 

22 

Tifft  Nature  Preserve 

Sharon 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1-31 

1-3 

Hamburg 

Zebehazy 
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Species 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

Merlin 

3 

3 

Dunkirk 

VerHague 

ic 

8;  9 

1;  2 

Buffalo 

Humann 

If 

1-31 

1 2  rpts 

Throughout  BOS  Region 

multiple  observers 

Peregrine  Falcon 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Fox 

u 

12,  26 

1 

Caneadea 

Duncan 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

6 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Eastern  Phoebe 

29 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Northern  Shrike 

23F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Barth,  J&K  Landau 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

21L 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

5 

2 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Pawlicki 

« 

10L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

7L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

7L 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

Common  Raven 

2;  21 

2;  1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Ewald;  Watson,  Pawlicki 

Purple  Martin 

3L 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Tree  Swallow 

2 

200 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

20 

20 

Goat  Island 

Wheeler,  Tarolli 

House  Wren 

19 

1 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Sharon 

Marsh  Wren 

23 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier,  Mitchell 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

7L 

1 

Fort  Erie,  ON. 

Williams,  Merritt 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

2 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

5 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

it 

7 

3 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

ii 

9 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

18L 

2 

Amherst 

Salembier 

If 

18L 

2 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Gralak 

Wood  Thrush 

7 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

« 

10 

3 

Point  Gratiot 

VerHague 

Gray  Catbird 

27 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Brown  Thrasher 

5 

1 

Pomfret 

VerHague 

American  Pipit 

23 

16 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

Snow  Bunting 

19F 

2 

Olcott 

Yoerg 

M 

29,  30 

6,  18 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Ovenbird 

1 

1 

Tifft  Nature  Preserve 

Barth 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

7 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

Tennessee  Warbler 

15L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

23L 

1 

Lockport 

Kundl 

Nashville  Warbler 

21 

1 

Darien 

Mitchell 

If 

24  L 

2  banded 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Connecticut  Warbler 

8 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Mourning  Warbler 

1L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

American  Redstart 

12L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Cape  May  Warbler 

6 

2 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

a 

10L 

2 

Tifft  Nature  Preserve 

Sharon 

Northern  Parula 

10 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

10L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

15L 

1 

Buffalo 

Yerkovich 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

21L 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Palm  Warbler 

20  L 

3 

Tifft  Nature  Preserve 

Sharon 

Pine  Warbler 

18 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 

13 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

13L 

1 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

22 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell;  Barth 

Savannah  Sparrow 

19 

1 

South  Dayton 

VerHague 

Le  Conte’s  Soarrow 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell  et  al 

Nelson’s  Sparrow 

2F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  Barth 

a 

22,  23 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Fox  Sparrow 

29 

4 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

21 

1  banded 

Alfred 

Brooks 

ii 

29L 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Scarlet  Tanager 

1L 

1 

Fredonia 

VerHague 

it 

1L 

1 

Buckhorn  SP 

Humann 

it 

1L 

1 

UB  North  Campus 

Fell 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

6 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 
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Species 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Indigo  Bunting 

5L 

2 

Pomfret 

VerHague 

u 

5L 

3 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Pawlicki 

Rusty  Blackbird 

25 

60 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sucy,  George 

Pine  Siskin 

2;  10 

1;  9 

Wilson 

Potter;  D’Anna 

ii 

13 

1 

Orchard  Park(f) 

Zebehazy 

u 

20 

10 

Goat  Island 

Wheeler,  Tarolli 

u 

26 

22 

Carlton 

Fell 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

283 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 

6 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date): 

289 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 


(Clockwise  from  Top)  Pomarine  Jaeger  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Hamburg  on  October  4th,  Little  Gull  photographed  by 
Sue  Barth  at  Squaw  Island  on  October  8th,  Sabine’s  Gull  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Squaw  Island  on  October  8th, 
Sandhill  Cranes  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Iroquois  NWR  on  October  2nd,  and  Black  (red  dot)  and  Turkey  Vultures 
photographed  by  Christopher  Kundl  at  Lewiston  on  October  11th. 
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Report  of  the  79th  Annual  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  1 1 ,  2014  Compiler:  Marcie  Jacklin 

Weather  Synopsis  proved  by  Terry  Yonker 


The  weather  on  count  day  was  unremarkable,  characterized  by  partly  to  mostly  cloudy  skies,  seasonal  temperatures 
and  light,  variable  winds.  A  high  pressure  area  dominated  the  entire  region.  Occasional  on-shore  breezes  did 
significantly  lower  temperatures  along  the  immediate  shorelines  of  both  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario. 

Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport 


Sunrise:  7:24  AM  EDT 


Sunset:  6:40  PM  EDT 


Time 

Weather 

Temp 

Dew  Pt 

Pressure 

Dir/Wind  Remarks 

Mid-night 

Mostly  Cloudy 

48F 

39F 

30.1 2in 

N6 

3:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

46 

39 

30.11 

Calm 

6:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

44 

39 

30.11 

N5 

9:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

46 

38 

30.15 

N6 

Noon 

Mostly  Cloudy 

52 

37 

30.17 

N10 

3:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

56 

35 

30.16 

NW8 

6:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

53 

37 

39.16 

Calm 

9:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

47 

38 

30.19 

S5 

Mid-night 

Partly  Cloudy 

42 

36 

30.22 

E3 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated. 
Boldface  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last 
dates  for  the  fall  migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the 
section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses  (  ). 


GEESE  -  HERONS 


Cackling  Goose 

11  (1,3) 

Long-tailed  Duck 

46 

Canada  Goose 

21658 

Bufflehead 

5  (9,16) 

Mute  Swan 

21 

Hooded  Merganser 

25 

Tundra  Swan 

3  (3) 

Common  Merganser 

93 

Wood  Duck 

345 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

225 

Gadwall 

48 

Ruddy  Duck 

1305 

American  Wigeon 

106 

Unspecified  duck 

480 

American  Black  Duck 

49 

Unspecified  waterfowl 

58  (4,20) 

Mallard 

1569 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

9 

Blue-winged  Teal 

24  (5,13,15) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

4  (21,24,28) 

Northern  Shoveler 

244 

Wild  Turkey 

120 

Northern  Pintail 

30 

Red-throated  Loon 

6  (3,4,5) 

Green-winged  Teal 

317 

Common  Loon 

287 

Redhead 

1  (17) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

123 

Ring-necked  Duck 

179 

Horned  Grebe 

150 

Greater  Scaup 

903 

Red-necked  Grebe 

5  (4,5,7) 

Lesser  Scaup 

10 

Eared  Grebe 

1  (13) 

Unspecified  scaup 

317 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

2835 

Surf  Scoter 

11  (3) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

89 

White-winged  Scoter 

188  (5) 

Great  Egret 

15 

Black  Scoter 

3  (5) 

Green  Heron 

L  3  (6,11) 

Unspecified  scoter 

21  (3,5) 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

4  (2,4,9) 

VULTURES  -  CRANES 

Black  Vulture  18  (3) 

Turkey  Vulture  583 


Unspecified  accipiters 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 

101 


2  (1.7) 
7 


Osprey 

4 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

238 

Bald  Eagle 

22 

Unspecified  buteos 

1 

(20) 

Northern  Harrier 

22 

Sora 

L  4 

(13,22) 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

12 

American  Coot 

455 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

24 

Sandhill  Crane 

8 

(10) 

LOVERS  -  JAEGER 

Black-bellied  Plover 

L 

5 

(7) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

4154 

American  Golden  Plover 

L 

1 

(5) 

Little  Gull 

3 

(3,6) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

L 

1 

(5) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

8834 

Killdeer 

208 

Herring  Gull 

2224 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

5 

(3,12,18) 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

(2) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

9 

(5,7) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

26 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

29 

Unspecified  gulls 

163 

(5,7) 

Sanderling 

L 

18 

(7) 

Caspian  Tern 

L  2 

(7) 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

L 

1 

(2) 

Common  Tern 

24 

Least  Sandpiper 

L 

1 

(2) 

Forster’s  Tern 

1 

(6) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

23 

(2,5,18) 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1 

(3) 

Unspecified  shorebird 

1 

(5) 

Unspecified  jaeger 

2 

(3,5) 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

12 

(3,18,21) 

IGEONS  -  SWALLOWS 

Rock  Pigeon 

2453 

American  Kestrel 

21 

Mourning  Dove 

1204 

Merlin 

4 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

9 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

(7) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

14 

Unspecified  falcon 

1 

(13) 

Barred  Owl 

3 

(13) 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

L 

1 

(13) 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

3 

(15) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

32 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  L 

2 

(13) 

Unspecified  flycatcher 

1 

(13) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

41 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

9 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

7 

Blue  Jay 

1732 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

233 

American  Crow 

3122 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

24 

Common  Raven 

19 

Downy  Woodpecker 

259 

Horned  Lark 

103 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

83 

Tree  Swallow 

22 

(5,10) 

Northern  Flicker 

152 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

1 

(5) 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

29 

Barn  Swallow 

L 

1 

(2) 

Unspecified  woodpecker 

2 

(2,13) 

ITS  -  WAX  Wl  N  G  S 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1049 

Veery 

L 

1 

(10) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

102 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

L 

11 

(4,7) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

57 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

9 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

233 

Hermit  Thrush 

46 

Brown  Creeper 

40 

Wood  Thrush 

L 

2 

(9) 

House  Wren 

2 

(1.12) 

American  Robin 

2219 

Winter  Wren 

15 

Gray  Catbird 

35 

Marsh  Wren 

2 

(10) 

Northern  Mockingbird 

20 

Carolina  Wren 

28 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

(7) 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

595 

European  Starling 

23348 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

331 

American  Pipit 

11 

(3,5) 

Eastern  Bluebird 

283 

Cedar  Waxwing 

398 

102 


WARBLERS  -HOUSE 
SPARROWS 


Ovenbird 

L 

2 

(11) 

Song  Sparrow 

639 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

L 

5 

(7,27) 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

8 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

6 

Swamp  Sparrow 

88 

Nashville  Warbler 

8 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1337 

Common  Yellowthroat 

2 

(7,12) 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

271 

Northern  Parula 

L 

1 

(3) 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

449 

Magnolia  Warbler 

L 

1 

(7) 

Unspecified  Sparrow 

56 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

2 

(3,7) 

Northern  Cardinal 

374 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

1 

(7) 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

2 

Palm  Warbler 

13 

Bobolink 

L  6 

Pine  Warbler 

4 

(20,28) 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6186 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

426 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

30 

Black-throated  Green  Warb. 

1 

(18) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

291 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

1 

(20) 

Common  Grackle 

6167 

Eastern  Towhee 

44 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1730 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

F 

9 

Unspecified  blackbird 

6 

Chipping  Sparrow 

262 

Purple  Finch 

82 

Field  Sparrow 

56 

House  Finch 

209 

Vesper  Sparrow 

2 

(13) 

Pine  Siskin 

18 

Savannah  Sparrow 

16 

(13,15,23) 

American  Goldfinch 

1211 

Nelson’s  Sparrow 

1 

(11) 

House  Sparrow 

1545 

Fox  Sparrow 

F 

1 

(7) 

Unspecified  birds 

86 

(14) 

(15) 


(3) 


Summary  Information  -Total  Species  Observed . 167 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed . 109,176 

Comparisons  -  Associated  charts,  available  from  Marcie  Jacklin,  give  comparative  summary  information  for  the  most 
recent  decade,  for  the  full  79  counts  and  decade  by  decade  since  1935.  A  chart  listing  totals  for  each 
species  per  section  for  the  2014  count  is  also  available.  In  addition  the  following  notes  are  of  interest: 


RECORDS: 

First  count  record:  none. 

Second  count  record:  none. 

Third  count  record:  none. 

First  decade  record:  Forster’s  Tern  1;  Ovenbird  2; 

Second  decade  record:  Little  Gull  3;  Nelson’s  Sparrow  1; 

Third  decade  record:  Black  Vulture  18;  Parasitic  Jaeger  1;  Veery  1;  Northern  Parula  1;  Wilson’s  Warbler  1; 
Bobolink  6. 


INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  1935: 

Highest  count  since  1935  (x  the  average):  Cackling  Goose  1 1 ;  Ruddy  Duck  1 305  (9.3x);  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  233  (7.3).  Total  of  3. 

Lowest  count  since  1935  (%  of  the  average):  None. 

INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  2005: 

Highest  count  in  past  decade  (x  the  average):  Cackling  Goose  11  (3.7x);  Long-tailed  Duck  46  (4.2x);  Ruddy 
Duck  1305  (3.8x);  Horned  Grebe  150  (2.9x);  Sora  4  (4x);  Bonaparte’s  Gull  4154  (6x);  Little  Gull  3  (3x); 
Common  Tern  24  (3x);  Forster’s  Tern  1;  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  2  (lx);  Red-headed  Woodpecker  7 
(3.5x);  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  233  (1.4x);  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  11  (5.5x);  Ovenbird  2;  Black-and-white 
Warbler  5  (5x);  Northern  Parula  1 ;  Wilson’s  Warbler  1 ;  Nelson’s  Sparrow  1 .  Total  of  1 9. 
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Lowest  count  in  past  decade  (%  of  the  average):  Mute  Swan  21  (54%);  Lesser  Scaup  10  (7%);  Ruffed 
Grouse  4  (31%);  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  12  (52%);  Killdeer  208  (35%);  American  Kestrel  21  (54%);  Peregrine 
Falcon  1  (50%);  Eastern  Phoebe  32  (67%);  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  1  (2%);  House  Wren  2  (33%); 
Brown  Thrasher  1  (50%);  American  Pipit  11  (4%);  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  426  (44%);  Chipping  Sparrow  262 
(58%).  Total  of  14. 

SIGNIFICANT  POPULATION  INCREASES  AND  DECREASES,  DECADE  1966-1975  TO  DECADE  2004-2013: 

This  report  continues  a  change  in  the  analysis  of  population  change.  Prior  to  1966  the  number  of  observers  on  these 
counts  was  fairly  stable  at  around  150.  In  1966  the  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  of  Dunkirk,  the  Cattaraugus  Bird  Club,  the 
Allegany  Bird  Club  and  the  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  began  participating  in  the  counts  and  the  number  of 
observers  increased  to  approximately  250  where  it  has  remained  ever  since.  Given  this  stable  number  of  observers  it 
may  be  more  revealing  to  compare  population  changes  from  the  decade  starting  in  1966  to  the  current  decade,  rather 
than  the  entire  count  period  to  the  current  decade,  as  was  done  in  the  past.  And  to  make  this  comparison  more 
scientifically  meaningful  t-testing  has  been  used  to  compare  the  birds  observed  in  the  two  ten  year  periods  in  order  to 
determine  if  there  has  been  a  statistically  significant  change  in  the  population  of  each  recorded  species.  Those  species 
whose  population  totals  are  statistically  significantly  different  at  the  95%  confidence  level  are  listed  below. 

INCREASES:  The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  multiple  by  which  the  decade  averages  have  increased  except  when 

no  sightings  occurred  in  the  first  decade,  in  which  case  the  numbers  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  total 
number  observed  in  each  of  the  two  decades: 

Cackling  Goose  (26/0);  Canada  Goose,  3.4x;  Mute  Swan,  (387/0);  Gadwall,  4.9x;  Mallard,  1.7x; 
Northern  Shoveler,  26. 7x;  Ring-necked  Duck,  6.6x;  Hooded  Merganser,  5.3x;  Common  Merganser, 

14. lx;  Red-breasted  Merganser  7.3x;  Ruddy  Duck,  14. 9x;  Wild  Turkey  4.8x;  Red-throated  Loon  (28/0); 
Common  Loon,  49x;  Red-necked  Grebe,  (33/2);  Double-crested  Cormorant,  251 7x;  Great  Blue  Heron 
1.5x;  Great  Egret,  (243/0);  Turkey  Vulture,  16. 7x;  Bald  Eagle,  (214/3);  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  2.6x; 
Cooper’s  Hawk,  3. lx;  Red-tailed  Hawk,  1.6x;  Ring-billed  Gull,  1.7x;  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  (20/0); 
Rock  Pigeon,  2. lx;  Mourning  Dove  5.1  x;  Eastern  Screech  Owl,  1.8x;  Barred  Owl,  2.5x;  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  43x;  Pileated  Woodpecker,  3.9x;  Merlin,  (33/2);  Peregrine  Falcon,  21  x;  American  Crow, 
1.3x;  Common  Raven,  (224/0);  Tufted  Titmouse,  13. lx;  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  1.9x;  Carolina  Wren, 
6.4x;  Eastern  Bluebird,  2.3x;  Northern  Mockingbird,  3.8x;  Pine  Warbler  (40/2);  Northern  Cardinal,  1.5x; 
House  Finch,  170.5x.  Total  =43  species. 

DECREASES:  The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  percentage  to  which  the  averages  have  decreased  to  except  when 

no  sightings  occurred  in  the  last  decade,  in  which  case  the  numbers  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  total 
number  observed  in  each  of  the  two  decades: 

American  Wigeon,  70.5%;  American  Black  Duck,  77.3%;  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  89.5%;  Ruffed 
Grouse,  71.1%;  Northern  Harrier,  31.3%;  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  40%;  Broad-winged  Hawk,  75%; 
Common  Gallinule,  90.9%;  Sanderling,  72.6%;  Dunlin,  84%;  Wilson’s  Snipe,  71%;  American 
Woodcock,  87.5%;  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  44.1%;  Common  Nighthawk,  (14/0);  Belted  Kingfisher, 
39.5%;  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  81.2%;  American  Kestrel  51.9%;  House  Wren,  60%;  Swainson’s 
Thrush,  64%;  Wood  Thrush,  71.4%;  American  Robin,  45.9%;  Brown  Thrasher,  83.3%;  European 
Starling  22.6%;  Black-and-white  Warbler,  66.7%;  American  Redstart,  80%;  Cape  May  Warbler,  88.9%; 
Magnolia  Warbler,  91.1%;  Blackburnian  Warbler,  100%;  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  83.3%;  Palm 
Warbler  59.5%;  Wilson’s  Warbler,  100%;  Eastern  Towhee,  71.5%;  Field  Sparrow,  69.1%;  Vesper 
Sparrow,  98.7%;  Savannah  Sparrow,  71.1%;  Song  Sparrow,  56.4%;  Dark-eyed  Junco,  54.4%;  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeak,  87.5%;  Red-winged  Blackbird,  53%;  Eastern  Meadowlark,  88.7%;  Brown-headed 
Cowbird,  52%;  American  Goldfinch,  48.5%;  House  Sparrow,  62.4%.  Total  =43  species 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Nancy  Smith,  Julie  Tedesco,  Rick  Thornton 

2.  Thorold,  ON:  John  Black,  Paula  Clark,  Philip  Downey,  Jean  Hampson,  Bob  Highcock,  Carol  Horvat,  Judy 
Robisn,  Dan  Salisbury,  John  Stevens,  Katherine  Stoltz,  Rick  Young 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Willie  D’Anna,  Brian  Morse,  Brooke  Morse,  David  Muller,  Betsy  Potter,  Vicki  Rothman,  Anita 
Wierzba 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Julie  Eberhart,  Neal  Gordon,  Holly  Sweeny,  Bill  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Kurt  Fox,  Morgan  Jones,  Celeste  Morien,  Thomas  Morien,  Susan  O’Donnell,  Thomas 
O’Donnell 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie,  George  Thomas,  Maggie  Thomas 

7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Blayne  Farnan,  Jean  Farnan,  Joe  Fell,  Jim  Rozanski,  Elizabeth  Wells 
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8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Peter  BonEnfant,  Lynda  Goodridge,  Ron  Goodridge,  Robert  Manson 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Jon  Delong,  Michael  Galas,  Sylvia  Galas,  Ron  Hacker,  Sue  Hacker,  Scott  Meier,  Carly 
Milleville,  Debra  Milleville,  Mikaela  Milleville.Ryan  Milleville,  Susan  O’Donnell,  Tom  O’Donnell,  Keegan  Oneil, 
Gerry  Rising,  Frank  Voelker 

10.  Akron,  NY:  Donna  DeLeon,  Robert  DeLeon,  Robert  Ensminger,  David  Gordon,  Karen  Lee  Lewis 

11.  Buffalo,  NY:  Ann  Fourtner,  Chuck  Fourtner,  Chris  Hollister,  Chuck  Rosenburg 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Chris  Betrus,  Benjamin  Betrus,  Greg  Coniglio,  Linda  Holmes,  Mike  Morgante,  Sara  Piecuch,  Dick 
Rosche,  Dorothy  Rosche 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Sarah  Balduf,  Douglas  Beattie,  Sharon  Beattie,  Sara  Chase,  Elaine  Dart,  Julia  Garver,  Tad  Gerace, 
Jack  Hartwig,  Debra  Laird,  Jodi  Laird,  KimMarie  Markel,  Jane  Mason,  Kyle  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Kirsten  McGiber, 
Jim  Ochterski,  Suzie  Salo,  Abby  Stone,  Garry  Stone,  Paula  Stone,  Ginny  Tiede 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Bob  Andrle,  Ken  Brandes,  Carolyn  Goff,  Tim  Goff,  Fred  Harrington,  Glena  Leous,  Mark  Leous, 
Patty  Madigan 

15.  Java,  NY:  Sue  Barth,  Eli  Coleman,  Seaghan  Coleman,  Ed  Ratajczak,  Sally  Uzunov 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Thomas  Connare,  Karen  Landau,  Frances  Rew 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Joe  Mitchell,  Bert  Schweigert 

18.  Delavan,  NY:  Bruce  Chilton,  Doug  Happ,  Jim  Landau,  Rick  Thomas,  Jim  Wojewodzki,  Mike  Zebehazy 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  Sean  Phelan 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:Nan  Bowser,  Chris  Busniewski,  Raymond  Budniewski,  Sylvia  Clarke,  Paul 
Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Thomas  Goetz,  Carol  Hardenberg,  Terry  Mahoney,  Judy  Mosher,  Terence  Mosher, 

Robert  Peterson,  Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Jeanine  Smith 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Susan  Lawton,  Linda  O’Brien,  Tom  Simmons,  Bob  Sundell 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Susan  Lawton,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell,  Kirk  Vanstrom 

23  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Jim  Berry,  Ruth  Lundin,  Bob  Sundell 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  James  Van  Scoy,  Regina  Van  Scoy 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  Denton  Willett 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  Evelyn  Ransey,  Dan  Ramsey,  Wilma  Sanford,  Joyce 
Weimer 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  Dan  Babcock,  Betsy  Brooks,  Betty  Cheney,  Diane 
Converso,  Patricia  Eshelman,  Peter  Gradoni,  Geri  Hills,  Ralph  Hills,  Barbara  Kubiak,  Kathleen  McDonald,  Pete 
MacDonald,  Jan  Moreland,  Ralph  Peterson,  Ann  Pipal,  J.  Robert  Pipal,  Ken  Reichman,  Maureen  Soule,  Tara 
Soule,  Katie  Weiman 

Total  Number  of  Observers:  168 
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Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Jan.  14:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  "Snowy  Owl 
Invasion:  There  Goes  the  Mileage  on  My  Car"  Artist  Melissa 
Mance-Coniglio  will  discuss  her  role  as  a  scout  and  assistant  for 
Project  Snowstorm  in  Western,  NY.  When  the  first  snowy  owl  of 
last  winter’s  massive  irruption  showed  up  on  Melissa  Mance- 
Coniglio's  daily  commute  to  work,  she  was  hooked.  Little  did 
she  know  that  first  meeting  would  lead  to  a  winter  full  of  getting 
up  close  and  personal  with  Genesee  County's  owls.  Her 
adventures  as  an  owl  scout  helped  a  project  snowstorm  bander 
get  data  on  60  owls.  Come  see  some  great  owl  photos  and  hear 
some  great  stories  about  our  recent  visitors. 

Jan.  18  Sun:  January  Waterfowl  Count  and  mid-winter  Bald 
Eagle  Survey.  The  count  window  is  from  Jan.  17-25.  However, 
counters  are  urged  to  use  the  target  date  of  Sunday,  Jan.  18,  if 
at  all  possible  (weather  permitting).  Contact  the  Compiler  for 
info  or  questions:  Jim  Landau  at  941-3869  or 
landaujr@gmail.com 

Jan.  25:  Sun.  Winter  Waterfowl  and  Gulls.  Meet  at  Buffalo 
Harbor  SP  (the  former  Buffalo  Small  Boat  Harbor  near  Dug's 
Dive  Restaurant)  off  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  at  8:30  AM.  This  will 
be  a  full  day  trip  traveling  between  Buffalo  Harbor  and  Goat 
Island  in  Niagara  Falls.  The  trip  will  be  weather  dependent  with 
a  possible  "rain"  date  in  February  (based  on  snowfall  and  wind 
forecasts).  Leader:  Jim  Pawlicki.  Please  contact  via  e-mail 
at:  jmpawli10@qmail.com  if  you  plan  on  attending  and  the  field 
trip  status  will  be  updated  when  the  date  is  near. 

Feb.  11:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Robert  DeLeon  will 
report  on  the  results  of  the  May  Count,  Holly  Sweeney  will 
report  on  the  results  of  the  April  Count. 

Feb.  22:  Sun.  Dunkirk  Harbor  Field  Trip  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at 
Dunkirk  Harbor  Pier  at  9:00  AM.  Exit  the  1-90  at  Dunkirk  and 
turn  right  onto  Route  60.  After  about  3  miles  turn  left  on  Route  5. 
After  about  1/4  mile  turn  right  to  Dunkirk  Pier.  Leader:  Gale 
VerHague:  nQvembergale@gmail.com  or  716-698-5333. 

Mar.  1  -  May  15.  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Road  between  Routes  5  &  20). 

Stop  by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)  and 
sharpen  your  raptor  ID  skills!  Contact  Jim  Landau  to  volunteer 
as  a  counter  or  for  additional  information  (716-941-3869  or 
landaujr@gmail.com). 

Mar.  11:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room 


of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jean  Iron  will 
discuss  "James  Bay  Shorebird  Research  2014".  Jean  iron  wiii 
give  us  the  results  of  last  summer's  shorebird  surveys  on  James 
Bay  in  Ontario.  Her  presentation  will  include  the  latest 
information  on  the  endangered  rufa  subspecies  of  the  Red  Knot. 
She  will  discuss  nano-tagging  and  emphasize  the  importance  of 
James  Bay  as  the  most  significant  subarctic  staging  area  in 
North  America. 

Mar.  28:  Sat.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  Field  Trip  for  early  migrants. 
Meet  at  8  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the 
east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route  104,  north  of  Lockport.  Leader: 
Willie  D'Anna  751-3637  or  dannapotter@roadrunner.com 

Mar.  31:  Due  date  for  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
GRANT  APPLICATIONS.  Application  at 
www.buffaloornitholoqicalsociety.orq/counts-and  research/ 
grants.  Submit  to  Robert  DeLeon,  381  Cadman  Dr., 

Williamsville,  NY  14221;  rldeleon@.yahoQ.QQm;7 1 6-6260325. 

Apr.  8:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room 
of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Speaker  TBD. 

May  13:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room 
of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Joseph  Mwangi,  a  trip 
leader  for  Natures  Wonderland  Safaris,  and  fellow  BOS 
member  Marcie  Jacklin  will  discuss  "Birding  in  Kenya."  They  will 
show  photos  of  some  of  the  400  species  of  birds  they  saw  and 
heard,  as  well  as  other  wildlife  and  scenery. 

June  10:  Wed.  The  Annual  June  Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve  (Fuhrman  Blvd.).  The  picnic  will  be  followed  by 
a  short  field  trip  of  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Bring  your  own  food 
and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 


BOS  MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  REMINDER 
(1/1/15-12/31/15) 

Individual  &  family  memberships  have  been  combined  into  one 
"household"  membership.  Dues  will  be  $20  for  households 
receiving  the  Prothonotary  via  email  &  $25  for  those  who  prefer  a 
paper  copy  mailed  to  them. 

Please  indicate  your  renewal  option: 

_ $20  -  to  receive  an  email  copy  of  the  Prothonotary 

_ $25  -  to  receive  a  mailed  paper  copy  of  the  Prothonotary 

Checks  payable  in  U.S.  Funds  to  BOS.  Please  respond  by 

January  31,  2015  to: 

Karen  Landau  9195  State  Road,  Colden,  NY  14033-9626 
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THE  MONTH:  November 

Joe  Mitchell 


Overall,  the  weather  for  November  2014  is  best 
categorized  as  chilly.  Though  a  few  warm-ups  brought 
temperatures  into  the  60s,  including  a  high  of  68  °F  on 
the  11th,  several  cold  air  masses  swept  through  the 
region  bringing  the  monthly  average  temperature  down 
to  37.8,  a  full  3  degrees  below  normal. 

The  2.58  inches  of  precipitation  that  fell  this  month 
is  an  inch  and  a  half  below  normal  while  the  20.5 
inches  of  snow  recorded  at  the  airport  makes  for  the 
10th  snowiest  November  on  record.  The  fact  that  the 
official  snowfall  for  Buffalo  is  recorded  at  the  airport 
belies  the  fact  that  mere  miles  south  a  historic  weather 
event  took  place  in  which  lake  effect  snow  dropped 
from  five  to  seven  feet  of  snow  over  a  four  day  stretch. 
Consistently  below  average  temperatures  throughout 
the  month  also  resulted  in  lower  than  normal  water 
temperatures  at  Lake  Erie.  The  lake  reached  39  °F,  the 
first  time  since  1976  that  30s  have  been  reached  in  a 
November. 

Undoubtedly,  the  most  notable  record  for  the  month 
was  a  fly-by  Common  Eider  seen  by  Chris  Wood  in 
Yates  at  Lake  Ontario.  This  sighting  is  the  seventh 
record  of  Common  Eider  in  the  BOS  Study  Area  and  is 
only  one  of  two  records  in  the  last  twenty  years.  A 
Tufted  Duck,  another  rare  duck  in  our  region,  was  found 
on  the  23rd  at  LaSalle  Park  by  Alec  Humann.  This 
month’s  record  marks  the  third  sighting  of  Tufted  Duck 
in  Buffalo  this  year!  For  the  third  consecutive  autumn- 
winter  season  a  female  Tufted  Duck  was  found  in 
Buffalo  near  the  source  of  the  Niagara  River  at  Lake 
Erie.  Photos  and  observations  of  the  bird  appear  to 
show  the  same  female  returning  to  this  area  of  the 
Niagara  River  in  successive  years. 

Shorebirds  were  well  represented  with  ten  species 
reported.  One  of  the  obvious  highlights  was  a  Red 
Phalarope  found  by  Roy  Morris  on  the  23rd  at  Cuba 

Lake  in  Allegany 
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on  the  1st  along 

the  Main  St.  beach  in  Dunkirk  that  lingered  until  the  2nd. 
This  observation  is  the  latest  on  record  in  the  BOS 
Study  Area  by  seven  days  and  the  first  November 
record.  Also  in  Dunkirk  Harbor,  an  adult  California  Gull 
was  found  and  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  on  the 
26th,  this  is  only  the  second  time  the  species  has  been 
sighted  in  the  BOS  Study  Area  away  from  the  Niagara 
River.  The  first  such  occurrence  was  also  in  Dunkirk 
Harbor  in  October  2011 . 


(Top)  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ontario  on  November  26th  and 
(Bottom)  Red-necked  Phalarope  photographed  by  Gale 
VerHague  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  November  1st. 


Following  last  years 
unprecedented 
irruption  of  Snowy 
Owls,  fewer  were 
found  this  year  with 
individual  birds 
being  reported  at 
eight  locations 
beginning  on  the 
15th  and  continuing 
throughout  the 
month. 

Elsewhere,  a  Black- 
throated  Green 
Warbler  reported 
on  the  16th  by  Tim 
Lenz  at  Lake  Erie 
SP  is  our  latest 
record  for  this 
species  by  nine 
days.  An  “Oregon” 
Dark-eyed  Junco 
made  an 

appearance  at  the 
feeders  of  Jim  and 
Karen  Landau  in 
Colden  beginning 
on  the  4th  and 
continued 
throughout  the 
month.  An 
immature  male 
Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  was 
observed  by  Lucille 
Neveu  from  the  23rd 
through  the  27th  at 
her  feeders  in 
Silver  Creek.  There 
have  been  several  accepted  reports  of  this  species 
showing  up  at  feeders  in  recent  years,  well  past  their 
usual  fall  departure  dates.  An  adult  male  Baltimore 
Oriole  took  up  residence  at  Sher  Giambra’s  suet  feeder 
in  Forestville  on  the  23rd  and  stayed  well  into 
December.  This  record  is  only  the  fifth  time  a  Baltimore 
Oriole  has  been  observed  in  November  with  three  of 
those  occurring  in  the  last  four  years.  A  major  highlight 
from  Ontario,  a  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow,  is  a  first  record 
for  the  BOS  Study  Area.  The  bird  was  observed  at  the 
home  of  Craig  Corcoran  in  Niagara-on-the-Lake, 

Ontario  on  the  24th  and  subsequently  seen  by  many 
over  the  remainder  of  the  month.  See  Willie  D’Anna’s 
Statistician’s  Note  for  a  more  in  depth  discussion  of  this 
record. 

Additional  highlights  include  multiple  sightings  of 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  in  and  around  the 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  several  reports  of 
Ross’s  Goose  that  include  a  long  staying  juvenile  at 
Beaver  Island  State  Park,  and  the  148  Brant  that 
passed  by  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  on  the  1st.  All  three 
species  of  scoter  were  well  represented  this  month, 
particularly  Black  Scoter  which  had  double  digit  counts 
at  several  locations.  Three  Eared  Grebes  were  reported 
at  the  Batavia  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  on  the  17th, 
while  several  Sandhill  Cranes  remained  in  the  region 


until  mid-month.  After  an  initial  showing  in  Buffalo  last 
month  following  a  strong  October  storm,  a  Sabine’s 
Gull  lingered  at  Niagara  Falls  until  the  16th. 

Two  Bohemian  Waxwings  were  among  a  massive 
flock  of  Cedar  Waxwings  at  the  Batavia  Wastewater 
Treatment  Plant  on  both  the  17th  and  the  21st  while  a 
lone  Evening  Grosbeak  spent  two  days  at  a  feeder  in 
Wilson  beginning  on  the  7th.  Two  Marsh  Wrens  in  the 
Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management  Area,  one  Common 
Yellowthroat  at  Sinking  Ponds  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  a 
Pine  Warbler  on  the  30th  in  Niagara  Falls,  and  as  many 
as  35  American  Pipits  in  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  all  braved 
the  cold  November  weather  this  year. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Jim  Pawlicki  and  Mike 
Morgante  for  their  comments  and  suggestions. 

Literature  cited: 

DiTommaso,  D.,  Suggs,  D  ,  B  O  S  Noteworthy  Records 
Database  1964-2013 


Buffalo  National  Weather  Service:  http://www.wbuf.noaa.gov/ 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Tufted  Duck  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
LaSalle  Park  on  November  23rd,  California  Gull 
photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on 
November  26th,  and  Oregon  Junco  photographed  by  Jim 
Landau  at  Colden  on  November  4th. 
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Ornithological  Society,  Buffalo 
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EURASIAN  TREE  SPARROW:  FIRST 
RECORD  FOR  THE  B.O.S.  STUDY 

AREA 

Willie  D'Anna  ( herrinaaull(a)roadrunner. com ) 

On  November  24,  2014  Brianne  Corcoran  Aiello  was 
visiting  family  in  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ontario.  While 
washing  dishes  she  looked  out  the  window  and  noticed  a 
slightly  different  bird  among  the  House  Sparrows  at  the 
wisteria  vines.  She  told  her  father,  Craig  Corcoran,  and 
grandmother,  Gerry  Shemilt,  about  the  bird.  Gerry  has 
been  an  active  birder  for  many  years  and  was  also  a  past 
president  of  the  Ontario  Field  Ornithologists.  When  the 
bird  returned,  Gerry  identified  it  as  a  Eurasian  Tree 
Sparrow. 

Craig  Corcoran  put  the  word  out  to  the  OntBirds 
email  list  and  invited  birders  to  see  the  bird  from  the 
service  road  in  front  of  his  property.  His  post  was  also 
forwarded  to  the  GeneseeBirds  email  list.  Over  the  next 
two  weeks,  hundreds  of  birders  made  the  trip  and  most 
were  rewarded  with  views  of  the  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow, 
which  would  often  come  in  to  the  feeding  station  with  a 
group  of  over  fifty  House  Sparrows.  The  bird  was  well 
photographed  and  although  it  is  superficially  similar  to  a 
House  Sparrow,  there  are  clear  differences  which  make 
the  identification  straightforward.  The  bird  was  reported  to 
eBird  until  December  8  on  every  day  except  one.  After 
that,  it  was  seen  only  occasionally  by  the  homeowner 
(Craig  Corcoran,  pers.  comm.),  until  the  day  of  the 
Niagara  Falls  Christmas  Bird  Count,  December  28,  when 
it  was  seen  by  a  few  people.  The  last  report  we  have  is  a 
sighting  by  Mr.  Corcoran  on  January  7,  2015. 

Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  is  a  widespread  species  of 
Europe  and  Asia.  It  is  sedentary  through  most  of  its  range 
but  northern  populations  withdraw  southward  in  winter, 
sometimes  making  large-scale  irruptive  movements.  It 
has  also  been  introduced  to  several  southeast  Asian 
islands  around  Indonesia,  as  well  as  Australia,  Bermuda 
(now  extirpated),  and  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  The  latter 
introduction  occurred  on  April  25,  1 870  when  20  or  24 
birds  imported  from  Germany  were  released  in  the  city. 
The  species  quickly  became  established  in  St.  Louis  but 
was  pushed  into  parklands  and  more  rural  areas  when 
House  Sparrows  became  numerous,  shortly  afterward 
(Barlow  and  Leckie  2000).  It  spread  from  there,  mainly 
northward  along  the  Mississippi  River  system  and  is  now 
well  established  deep  into  northern  Illinois  and  Iowa 
(eBird  2015).  It  continues  to  expand  to  the  present  day. 

There  have  been  numerous  records  of  extralimital 
Eurasian  Tree  Sparrows,  presumed  to  be  from  the 
introduced  North  American  population,  especially  to  the 
north  of  the  currently  established  range.  Ontario  has  four 
records  accepted  by  the  Ontario  Bird  Records  Committee 
(OBRC),  including  three  near  the  north  shore  of  Lake 
Erie.  There  is  also  a  recent  banding  record  from  Long 
Point,  Ontario  on  May  19,  2014  by  Dayna  LeClair  (eBird 
2015)  and  a  report  of  two  birds  by  Alan  Wormington  at 
Terrace  Bay  in  Thunder  Bay  District,  Ontario  on  May  18, 
2014  (OntBirds  post).  If  accepted  as  a  legitimate  vagrant 
by  the  OBRC,  the  Niagara-on-the-Lake  bird  will  be  the 
furthest  east  ever  recorded  in  the  province.  Had  this  bird 
been  found  just  a  half  mile  further  east,  it  could  have 


established  the  first  record  for  New  York  State. 

There  are  three  main  possible  scenarios  to  explain 
how  this  bird  wound  up  in  Niagara-on-the-Lake:  natural 
vagrancy  from  Eurasia;  natural  vagrancy  from  the 
established  Midwestern  U  S.  population;  ora  local 
escape/release.  Due  to  the  sedentary  nature  of  this 
species,  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  an  individual  from  Europe 
or  Asia  would  stray  into  North  America  of  its  own  accord. 

If  that  were  to  happen,  it  would  probably  come  from 
Siberia  and  wind  up  in  Alaska  because  that  is  the  shortest 
possible  water  crossing.  It  is  just  as  unlikely  that  it  would 
fly  from  Alaska  across  most  of  Canada  to  reach  Niagara- 
on-the-Lake.  On  the  other  hand,  this  species  has  shown 
a  pattern  of  occurring  northward  from  its  established 
North  American  range.  This  particular  bird  was  northeast 
of  the  core  range  but  it  is  not  the  furthest  east  recorded  in 
North  America.  There  was  a  bird  at  Cape  May,  New 
Jersey  in  March  and  April  of  2014  that  was  observed  and 
photographed  by  several  people  (eBird  2015).  The 
plumage  and  bare  parts  of  that  individual  showed  no 
indication  of  cage  wear  from  my  review  of  photographs. 
This  sighting  will  presumably  be  reviewed  by  the  New 
Jersey  Bird  Records  Committee.  Vagrancy  of  North 
American  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrows  appears  to  be  on  the 
increase,  with  more  extralimital  sightings  in  recent  years. 
Although  the  bird  under  discussion  was  further  east  than 
most,  it  is  not  much  farther  east  than  the  bird  at  Long 
Point.  The  possibility  that  the  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake  was  an  escaped  or  released  caged 
bird  is  impossible  to  disprove.  However,  like  the  bird  at 
Cape  May,  it  showed  no  indication  of  having  been  kept  in 
a  cage.  As  with  the  House  Sparrows  that  it  associated 
with,  it  seemed  wary  but  such  behavior  is  not  really  a  very 
reliable  indication  of  wildness.  Birds  will  often  take  on  the 
behavior  of  their  current  flock  mates.  Still,  there  was 
nothing  about  the  bird’s  appearance  or  behavior  that 
suggested  that  it  had  recently  been  in  a  cage.  After 
considering  all  of  these  factors,  the  B.O.S.  statisticians 
decided  to  accept  the  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  in  Niagara- 
on-the-Lake  as  the  first  record  for  our  study  area. 

Barlow,  Jon  C.  and  Sheridan  N.  Leckie.  2000.  Eurasian 
Tree  Sparrow  (Passer  montanus),  The  Birds  of  North 
America  Online  (A.  Poole,  Ed.).  Ithaca:  Cornell  Lab  of 
Ornithology;  Retrieved  from  the  Birds  of  North  America 
Online:  http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/560 


eBird.  2015.  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  in  eBird  Species 
Maps.  Accessed  online:  http://ebird.org/ebird/map/ 


Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ontario  on  November  27th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

November 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

11;  16;  30 

5;  5;  2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Fox;  Welte;  Morien 

u 

22 

2 

Shelby 

D’Anna,  Barth 

Snow  Goose 

21 

25 

Freedom 

Fehringer 

k 

29 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Yoerg 

Ross’s  Goose 

17 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

DeLange 

u 

20-30 

1 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Watson,  Pawlicki  et  al 

u 

27 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

Brant 

IF 

148 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Watson,  Mitchell 

M 

2 

5 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Wood 

it 

2 

3 

Yates 

Wood 

Cackling  Goose 

2;  14 

10;  6 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Morgante;  Barth 

M 

10 

4 

Oakfield 

Watson 

U 

22 

3 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin 

Tundra  Swan 

15 

55 

Pomfret 

Moshers 

tc 

18;  21 

260;  200 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Sharon;  Rose-Burney 

u 

20 

200 

Marilla 

Holmes 

u 

21 

50 

Findley  Lake 

Travis 

u 

21 

125 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Karp 

u 

23 

204 

Busti 

Leenders  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

2 

15 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Morgante 

u 

4 

10 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

M 

20 

1 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Pawlicki 

Gadwall 

12 

110 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

16 

47 

North  Harmony 

Lenz 

u 

24 

45 

Cuba  Lake 

Pawlicki 

Northern  Shoveler 

5;  30 

229;  125 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Rycenga 

Northern  Pintail 

12 

250 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

23 

30 

Cuba  Lake 

Lenz 

Green-winged  Teal 

10 

135 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

(C 

30 

17 

Cuba  Lake 

Lenz 

Canvasback 

28 

11 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Redhead 

23 

85 

LaSallle  Park,  Buffalo 

Humann 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6 

51 

Bethany 

Beattie 

ti 

23 

56 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Humann 

Tufted  Duck 

23;  25 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Humann,  Watson;  Pawlicki 

Greater  Scaup 

1 

1300 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

it 

23 

1400 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Common  Eider 

2 

1 

Yates 

Wood 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

6 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

ti 

13,  23 

10,  14 

Buffalo 

Watson 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

53 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell,  Watson 

u 

10 

55 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

23 

35 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Black  Scoter 

1 

38 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Watson,  Mitchell 

1 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

2 

11 

Yates 

Wood 

u 

13,  23 

25,  32 

Buffalo 

Watson 
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Species 


Long-tailed  Duck 


Bufflehead 
Common  Goldeneye 


Hooded  Merganser 

(i 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

u 

u 

u 

Ruddy  Duck 


Red-throated  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 


Red-necked  Grebe 


Eared  Grebe 

u 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 
Black  Vulture 
Turkey  Vulture 


Bald  Eagle 


Red-shouldered  Hawk 
Rough-legged  Hawk 

M 

M 

U 

American  Coot 

u 

Sandhill  Crane 


Am.  Golden-Plover 
Killdeer 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

u 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Purple  Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

u 

Wilson’s  Snipe 
American  Woodcock 
Red-necked  Phalarope 
Red  Phalarope 
Sabine’s  Gull 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 


November  Number 


16 

1 

30 

1 

1 

423 

2 

819 

23 

230 

29 

1068 

1 

183 

2 

236 

23 

750 

24 

118 

27 

80 

2 

1723 

9 

856 

16 

900 

27 

2100 

5;  10 

600;  590 

15 

200 

24 

7 

29 

1 

10,  13 

111,  67 

16 

60 

27 

60 

27 

200 

i;  6 

4;  6 

13 

5 

16 

2 

23 

1 

5;  10;  17 

1;  2;  3 

27 

1 

13 

200 

24 

1 

24 

1 

1;  18 

8;  6 

7 

1 

15 

7 

30 

1 

11 

2 

12 

3 

30 

2 

16 

1 

4 

3 

8 

2 

9 

1 

15 

1 

4;  11 

78;  60 

27 

120 

10 

3 

11 

7 

23 

2 

22L 

1 

26,  30L 

9,2 

12 

2 

17L 

2 

10L 

1 

30 

1 

22 

1 

29 

1 

16 

1 

22 

1 

i;  2L 

1 

23;  24 

1 

1;  9;  16 

2;  1;  1 

6;  23 

1000 

18 

1200 

Location 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Cuba  Lake 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Yates 
Buffalo 
Fort  Erie 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Yates 

Niagara  Falls 
Cuba  Lake 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Yates 
Wilson 

Barcelona  Harbor 
Hanover 
Batavia  WWTP 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Cuba  Lake 
Wilson 
Wilson 
Lake  Erie  SP 
Hanover 
Evangola  SP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Wilson 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Buffalo  River 
Batavia  WWTP 
Evangola  SP 
Buffalo 
Cuba  Lake 
Beaver  I.  SP 
Lewiston 
Lancaster 
Lewiston 
Batavia  WWTP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Wellsville 
Angelica 
Tifft  NP 
Charlotte 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Wethersfield 
Dunkirk  Airport 
Tifft  NP 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Olean 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Cuba  Lake 
Iroquois  NWR 
Cuba  Lake 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Beaver  Island  SP 
Oakfield  Gypsum  Pond 
Dunkirk  Airport 
Hinsdale 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Cuba  Lake 
Niagara  Falls 
Niagara  Falls 
Lewiston 


Observer(s) 

Mosher,  Rew  et  al 
Lenz 

Pawlicki,  Watson,  Mitchell 

Wood 

Humann 

Watson 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell,  Watson 

Wood 

Nicosia 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Lenz 

Wood 

D’Anna 

Lenz 

Lenz 

Fox;  Watson 

Lenz 

Watson 

Sharon 

D’Anna 

Lenz 

Lenz 

Lenz 

Pawlicki  et  al;  D’Anna 

D’Anna 

Yoerg 

Watson 

Fox;  Watson;  Tetlow 

Lenz 

Watson 

Watson 

Folga 

Pawlicki,  Watson;  D’Anna 

Morgante 

Coleman 

Rycenga 

Morgante 

Allen 

Lenz 

Hauser 

Landau 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Junkin 

VerHague 

Watson;  Sawusch 

Lenz,  Watson 

Watson 

Fox 

Neff 

Jacklin 

Lenz 

Morien 

Lenz 

Watson 

D’Anna 

Humann,  Gainey 
Yoerg 
Mosher 
Reed 

Stock;  VerHague 
Morris;  Pawlicki,  Watson 
Watson;  Daniels;  Fell 
D’Anna;  Nicosia 
D’Anna 
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Species 

November 

Number 

it 

25 

2500 

Little  Gull 

25 

2 

ti 

28 

2 

California  Gull 

26 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

21 

1 

u 

24 

1 

It 

28 

4 

It 

29 

1 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

14;  20;  24 

1 

it 

23 

6 

Glaucous  Gull 

16 

1 

M 

28 

3 

ti 

30 

4 

Common  Tern 

4 

1 

ii 

22;  23L 

2;  1 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

i;  6 

1 

Snowy  Owl 

15-30 

1-2 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1-30 

2 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

30 

1 

Merlin 

21 

1 

M 

23 

1 

11 

27 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

6 

1 

a 

12;  18 

2;  1 

ii 

16 

1 

Northern  Shrike 

15 

1 

ti 

29 

1 

Common  Raven 

28 

1 

Marsh  Wren 

23L 

2 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

16 

1 

it 

23 

1 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

1 

it 

12 

1 

it 

16 

1 

American  Robin 

27 

250 

Gray  Catbird 

17 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

29 

1 

American  Pipit 

22 

35 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

17F;  21 

2 

Cedar  Waxwing 

17;  22 

600;  500 

Lapland  Longspur 

20 

1 

ti 

22 

4 

u 

22 

3 

Snow  Bunting 

9 

186 

it 

22 

250 

Common  Yellowthroat 

2L 

1 

Pine  Warbler 

30L 

1 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

16;  20 

4;  5 

Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 

16L 

1 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1 

1 

ii 

15 

1 

ti 

16 

1 

Field  Sparrow 

16 

1 

Fox  Sparrow 

29 

1 

u 

29 

1 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

2 

1 

it 

11 

1 

it 

16 

1 

it 

29 

1 

Dark-eved  Junco  (Oreaon) 

4-28 

1 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

22-  27 

1 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

2 

350 

it 

9 

150 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

22-29 

1 

LQQ^tion 

Observer(s) 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence 

Cuba  Lake 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  et  al 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna 

Cuba  Lake 

Lenz;  Morris;  Pawlicki  et  al 

Niagara  Falls 

Nicosia 

Point  Breeze 

Morien,  Barth 

Sturgeon  Point 

Pawlicki 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Humann,  Gainey;  Yoerg 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell;  D’Anna 

8  Reports 

Multiple  Observers 

Hamburg 

Zebehazy 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Squaw  Island 

Humann 

LaSalle  Park 

Humann,  Morien,  Barth 

Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

Buffalo 

Brenner;  Humann 

Squaw  Island 

Humann 

Willing 

Reichman 

Cuba  Lake 

Reichman 

S.  Grand  Island  Bridge 

Humann 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Martin,  Hartquist 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Lenz 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Yoerg 

Wilson 

Frauen 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Yoerg 

Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ont 

D’Anna 

Alfred 

Brand 

West  Seneca 

Holmes 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin 

Batavia  WWTP 

Tetlow;  Fox 

Batavia  WWTP 

Tetlow;  D’Anna  et  al 

Cambria 

Lewis 

Barre 

D’Anna,  Morien,  Barth 

Albion 

D’Anna,  Morien,  Barth 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Shelby 

D’Anna,  Morien,  Barth 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Holmes 

Niagara  Falls 

Tyndel 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Yoerg;  Watson,  Pawlicki 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Lenz 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Barth 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Coleman 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Cuba 

Morris 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Wood 

Buckhorn  SP 

Watson 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Olean 

Reed 

Colden 

Landau 

Silver  Creek 

Neveu 

Ridgeway 

Wood 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Morgante 

East  Aurora(f) 

McCormack 
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Species 

November 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

9 

30 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Morgante 

M 

22 

7 

Wethersfield 

Junkin 

Baltimore  Oriole 

23-30 

1 

Forestville(f) 

Giambra 

Common  Grackle 

9 

200 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Morgante 

u 

28 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Common  Redpoll 

IF 

50 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Broderick 

u 

21 

2 

Shelby 

Morien 

a 

27 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Gralak 

Pine  Siskin 

2 

12 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Wood 

u 

23 

12 

Gaines 

Bemont 

a 

29 

24 

Wilson(f) 

D’Anna 

Evening  Grosbeak 

7F 

1 

Wilson(f) 

D’Anna,  Barth 

Eurasian  Tree  Soarrow 

26;  27 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ont. 

Roy,  Corcoran;  D’Anna  et  al 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  289 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month:  7 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date):  296 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 


(Clockwise  from  upper  left)  Baltimore  Oriole  photographed 
by  Sher  Giambra  at  Forestville  on  November  23rd,  American 
Pipit  photographed  by  Doug  Beattie  at  the  Town  of  Bethany 
on  November  22nd,  Ross’s  Goose  photographed  by  Sue 
Barth  at  Beaver  Island  SP  on  November  26th,  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeak  photographed  by  Lucille  Neveu  at 
Silver  Creek  on  November  27th,  and  Snowy  Owl 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Kendall  on  November  16th. 
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Winter  -  Spring  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Feb.  22:  Sun.  Dunkirk  Harbor  Field  Trip  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at 
Dunkirk  Harbor  Pier  at  9:00  AM.  Exit  the  1-90  at  Dunkirk  and 
turn  right  onto  Route  60.  After  about  3  miles  turn  left  on  Route  5 
After  about  1/4  mile  turn  right  to  Dunkirk  Pier.  Leader:  Gale 
VerHague:  novembergale@gmail.com  or  716-698-5333 

Mar.  1  -  May  15.  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Road  between  Routes  5  &  20). 

Stop  by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)!  Contact 
Jim  Landau  (716-941-3869  or  landaujr@gmail.comL 

Mar.  11 :  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room 
of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jean  Iron  will 
discuss  "James  Bay  Shorebird  Research  2014".  Jean  Iron  will 
present  results  of  summer  2014  shorebird  surveys  on  James 
Bay  in  Ontario.  She  will  discuss  nano-tagging  and  importance  of 
James  Bay  as  a  subarctic  staging  area  in  North  America. 

Mar.  28:  Sat.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  Field  Trip  for  early  migrants 
Meet  at  8  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the 
east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route  104,  north  of  Lockport.  Leader: 
Willie  D'Anna  751-3637  or  dannapotter@roadrunner.com 

Mar.  31 :  BOS  GRANT  APPLICATIONS  are  due  Please  visit 
www.buffaloornithologicalsociety.org  and  search  on  grants. 

Apr.  8:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room 
of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Students  of  Prof  Sara 
Morris  will  present  "Updates  on  Flight  Calling  Behavior  Studies 
at  Canisius  College."  David  Gordon  will  then  give  a  brief  report 
on  results  of  the  Buffalo  Christmas  Bird  Count. 

Apr.  12:  Sun.  BOS  Annual  April  Bird  Count  All  BOS  members 
should  participate  in  the  Seventy-ninth  Annual  April  Bird  Count. 
Contact  Compiler:  Joe  Fell  at  716-239-1508  or 
joetf1973@aQl.com. 

Apr.  26:  Braddock  Bay.  Annual  hawk  weekend  joint  trip  with  the 
Rochester  Birding  Association.  Meet  7:00  AM  at  Tops  Market  in 
Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route 
104,  north  of  Lockport.  Solo  drivers  can  meet  the  RBA  group  at 
9:30  AM  in  the  Braddock  Bay  Parking  lot.  (Take  Route  18  to  the 
Lake  Ontario  State  Parkway.  Exit  at  East  Manitou  Road/ 
Braddock  Bay.)  Leaders:  BOS:  David  Gordon  (716-390-1429  or 
dgordonphoto@gmail.com)  and  RBA  Bob  Spahn  (585-671-5690 
or  rspahn@prodigy.net)  who  will  lead  us  to  Monroe  County 
Birding  hotspots. 

May  17:  Sun.  BOS  Annual  May  Bird  Count.  The  compiler  is 
Robert  DeLeon  (rldeleon@yahoo.com  or  716-626-0325).  All 
BOS  members  should  participate. 


May  13:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room 
of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Joseph  Mwangi,  a  trip 
leader  for  Natures  Wonderland  Safaris  and  BOS  member 
Marcie  Jacklin  will  discuss  "Birding  in  Kenya." 

June  10:  Wed  The  Annual  June  Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve  (Fuhrmann  Blvd.).  The  picnic  will  be  followed 
by  a  short  field  trip  of  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Bring  your  own  food 
and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 


(Top)  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  photographed  by  Sue 
Barth  at  Fletcher-Chapel  Rd.,  Orleans  County  on  November 
22nd  and  (Bottom)  Evening  Grosbeak  photographed  by  Sue 
Barth  at  Wilson  on  November  7th. 
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